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The following Le&ures, written in the year 
1857, are now, after revifion, committed to 
the prefs. 

I very willingly exprefs my obligations to 
fuch works as Stier's " Words of Jefus ; " 
Tholuck's lateft edition of his Treatife on 
the Sermon on the Mount ; Olfhaufen's 
valuable Commentary; and Lange's noble 
work on the New Teftament, of which a 
tranflation is now being publiftied by thofe 
benefaftors to our recent Britifh Theology, 
the Meflrs Clark. 

I truft thefe Le&ures have not been un- 
profitable to the various congregations who 
heard them ; and in thus feeking for them a 
new audience and a more lafting impreflion, 
I pray that there may go with them the 
bleffing of God ! 

Edinburgh, January 1862. 



The Lord's Prayer; 

According to St Matthew. 

" After this manner, therefore, pray ye : 

Our Father which art in Heaven : 

Hallowed be Thy Name -, 

Thy Kingdom come ; 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven ; 

Give us this day our daily bread ; 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors ; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil 5 
For Thine is the Kingdom, 

And the Power, 

And the Glory, 

Forever! Amen!" 



According to St Luke. 

" When ye pray, fay : 

Our Father, which art in Heaven ; 

Hallowed be Thy Name ; 

Thy Kingdom come ; 

Thy will be done, as in Heaven, fo in earth : 

Give us day by day our daily bread ; 

And forgive us our fins ; for we alfo forgive every 

one that is indebted to us 5 
And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us 

from evil." 
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The Lord's Prayer. 



CHRISTIAN PRAYER. 

this manner therefore pray ye." — Matt. ri. 9. 

|]ORD, teach us to pray ! " was the 
requeft of the diftnpies to Jefus ; and 
his anfwer was the Lord's Prayer, — 
that precious legacy to the whole 
Chriftian world, which is heard in heaven oftener 
than any other words of earth, and mint be known 
there by the name of the Prayer of Man. " Lord, 
teach us to pray !" is the requeft of many, betides the 
twelve difciples of old. It comes ftill from many 
a ftricken heart, — from many an awakened confid- 
ence, — from Tinners burdened with a fenie of guilt, 
and lying low beneath the eye of God. Many 
a time and oft, from filent clofet and the lonely 
glen, have angels heard it whhpered, by fovjls 
Jeeking reft but finding aotie, Vj %*&s ^eav»ss.t 
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for light and groping ftill in darknefs. And God 
has given to all men an anfwer to that requeft 
— to all, without exception. It is not in language 
fo clear and plain as that given by Jefus Chrift ; it 
does not luperfede the need of other teaching ; it 
does not flay every fuch cry : but God has given 
to all men a teaching concerning prayer. It is in 
man's nature to pray. It is a neceflity of man's 
being, lying far deeper than everyday thoughts and 
bufinefs — an inftinft implanted by the hand of 
God, teaching him to lift up his heart to the 
great Maker of all. We all remember the flory 
of the man at fea, who had been boafting of his 
infidelity, and fcoffing at the folemn thoughts and 
reverent feelings of the worfhippers of God, and 
who, when the ftorm came, and the fhip was 
tofled on fhore, and death feemed yawning for 
all, was the firft man to fall on his knees, and 
with pale lips to implore God for mercy. It was 
nature. There lies in every heart a fenfe of weak- 
nefs and of want, a fenfe of emptinefs and craving ; 
fomething which needs to be fupplied ; fomething 
which makes him look to another, look upward, 
and ultimately, look to God. The little child, 
when overtaken in darknefs, cries out, not only 
on fear, but alio becaufe fotnetltuii% Xfiaclv.es it 
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to look for help from a parent's arm. And fo 
when man enters into danger, when the gloomy 
fhadows of eternity are lengthening around him, 
then he feels that God only can help him, he 
begins to pray. Prayer, thus, is no mere teaching 
of the reafon. It is no conclufion to which dili- 
gent fearch has brought us. It is no remit of 
philofophy. It is no leflbn which another has 
taught us to repeat. Earlier than the word of the 
mother are the feeds of it implanted. It is a holy 
inftinft of our dependent nature, leading us to 
God. And thus, as I have faid, the blafphemer 
and fcoffer have moments in which they cannot 
but pray, — moments of terror in which their fouls 
flee to God for help. Yes, brethren, many a care- 
lefs man may be here, who for years paft has never 
bent the knee within his clofet, — who has leen the 
morning light revifit earth and the evening gloom 
darken over it, without one reverent thought of 
the Supreme. Carelefs man ! there will come a 
time when thefe holy themes now mocked at will 
feem to you all-important ; and the truths which 
now fall unheeded on your ear, will feem more 
terrible than the thunder's peal as it fhakes the 
heavens. There will come a time when your 
knees will bend, when -yowx Yve^x.\^\i^2asN%V^^ 
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and your cheek is pale. For prayer is no leflbn 
which we can refufe to learn, or may forget \ fooner 
or later it will fhow itfelf to be a neceflity of the 
foul, an infUnft of our nature, fomething that is 
planted deep as our life itfelf. And the moft 
touching prayer, perhaps, is that of the aroufed 
and loving foul that can only utter the one word 
" mercy,** but comprefles in that word a hundred 
burning thoughts. 

Prayer being thus a teaching of man's nature, 
our Lord needed not, in reply to his difciples, to 
lay any new foundation for the exercife of prayer. 
Far more wifely and profitably, he fpake to them a 
fhort prayer, that they might employ its words and 
imbibe its fpirit. To this requeft of theirs we are 
indebted for the Lord's Prayer, — that marvellous 
production, which a child may ufe, but to which 
the moft advanced Chriftian can add nothing, 
which fpeaks of a worfhip more privileged than 
that of angels, and breathes an air of holinefs liker 
to heaven than earth. Like its Divine Incarnate 
Author, this prayer is a divine Thought, which has 
taken to itfelf the words of earth, but which is 
foaring again towards its native heaven. It is a 
prayer which can never be fuperfeded here, which 
the Church will only feel more {\uta\Ae 2& it grows 
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more fpiritual itfelf, to which the tongue of the 
believer can become unufed, only when he has no 
more fins to pardon and no more grace to afk. 

In entering on the fubjeft of the Lord's Prayer, 
I think it may be well to paufe for a little on the 
threfhold, that we may look at a few general con- 
fiderations, and at the general ftrufture of the 
Prayer, before we come to its individual parts. If 
we look at thefe only by themfelves we fliall lofe 
the divine beauty of the whole ; we may hear 
the melody of each, but we (hall lofe the harmony 
of all. I afk you, then, to paufe for a little on thefe 
thoughts : — 

I. The place which prayer holds in the Chriftian 
life ; II. The objects which prayer has in view ; 
and, III. The general plan or ftrufture of the 
Lord's Prayer. May God gpve me ftrength and 
grace to fet forth His truth, and you grace to 
receive it, and to us both His rich and fatherly 
blefling ! 

I. What place does prayer hold in the Chriftian 
life? 

The firft utterance, brethren, which a babe born 
into this world makes, is a cry •, — as if its lLtda. 
heart felt its own defokuotv2i\\^T^^^^^ ^^ 
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emptinefs and need, its own dependence on others 
for life itfelf. Its cry is an entreaty. It is already 
a prayer which nature itfelf prefents. Is it in the 
lame way true, that the firft movement of the 
Chriftian life is alio prayer ? Is it true, that the 
firft approach to God is a cry ? Nay, brethren, 
it is not fo. There muft firft be life before there 
\B utterance. The foul muft be born ere it can 
pray. Prayer involves fomething going before- 
hand, without which it is impoffible. 

I am anxious to dwell on this for a little, becaufe 
there is, I think, in practice, much error on this 
point. There are many who, if afked the queftion, 
« What muft we do to be faved ? " would, in fpirit 
at leaft, anfwer, " We muft pray ! " There are 
many who, in the dangers and the crifes of their 
lives, beginning to realife that they are dying un- 
prepared, turn to God with a cry, and leek to be 
laved by a prayer. Is this not fo ? Is not this a 
common cafe ? 

It is not thus that I read the Bible. I don't 
know of any paflage where a perifhing finner is 
told to pray, as his remedy and as his means of 
Does any one remind me of w Afk and 
receive" ? Then I remind him of St 
f s commentary, " But let Vim ?&l ycl tafc^ 
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nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the fea driven by the wind and tofled. 
For let not that man think that hejhall receive anything 
of the Lord" Unlefs, then, fomething comes be- 
fore prayer, to make prayer poffible, prayer is vain. 

Sinner ! would you be laved ? Your firft ftep 
muft be faith. " Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and thou fhalt be faved ! w That is the anfwer to 
the great yearning of the foul. Rrft faith, and 
then prayer. " He that cometh unto God muft 
believe." You may come with the mouth and 
with a multitude of words, when there is no 
manner of truft at all. But with the heart you 
cannot come to God, you cannot utter one lincere 
defire, you cannot afk any one bleffing, unlefs 
you can truft God, and in your truft come to Ipeak 
to Him. 

Prayer is a Chriftian's exercife, and not a finner's 
tafk. A whole congregation may take up the 
words of a liturgy or of a pulpit-prayer; their 
voice may fwell together, as in the early church, 
when they fey Amen ! at the giving of thanks ; 
and yet few there may join in prayer at all. Only 
thofe who are trufting God, and trufting in Him, 
only they are praying ! Many a petition had oaflfed 
the lips of the young PYvaiv&e ^wYvo fc3i*&.Grts&58M£* 
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feet. He had flood in the comer of many a fyna- 
gogue, and in many a ftreet, where he was feen of 
men. But when in a lone clofet in Damafcus, 
blind and anxious, he was on his knees, the fight 
was ftrange to Heaven ; for the firft time the news 
went out regarding him, " Behold ! he prayeth." 
Many of us apparently took part to-day in our 
fan&uary petitions : of how many of us was it 
laid, " He prayeth w ? Many of us have never fpent 
a day, fb long as we remember, without a prayer : 
how often has it been faid of us, " He prayeth" ? 

Hence, brethren, the cry of fear is often not a 
prayer at all. Does that loving Father in heaven 
refufe to hear the agonifmg requefl of a foul, fur- 
rounded by the dark waters, a finking, perifhing 
one ? We would not refufe fuch a pleading : will 
God not liflen ? Brethren, that foul has not prayed. 
There was no trufl in it. It did not come near to 
God. It was fear, not faith. It was a felfifh cry 
that fought help anywhere. It was not prayer. 

We muft firft truft God. Realifing our fin and 
danger, feeing Jefus Chrift given for finners, fee- 
ing God's love fhining with a brightnefs the fun 
never knew, we muft truft Him. When we do, 

truft ipeak, the true truft of the heart ; and all 

words are prayers. ¥aid\ is xta ftsft.* *svd 
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prayer only the fecond ftep in the Chriftian life. 
We muft firft be difciples of Jefus ere we can 
fay, " Teach us to pray ! " 

II. Let me now afk you to think for a little on 
the objefts of prayer. 

Prayer, then, has three great objefts. Were we 
to defcribe them in the order which is natural to 
man, we fhould lay they were fomething for our- 
felves, fomething for our neighbours, fomething 
for God. The prayer of need, — the prayer of in- 
terceffion, — the prayer of adoration. Now, Chrift's 
order is juft the reverie. Adoration of God, inter- 
ceffion for others, petition for ourfelves : God's 
glory, the world's good, our peace. Thefe three 
objefts merge in two, becaufe the glory of God 
embraces the good of the world. Hence we fhall 
find that the Lord's Prayer firft afks for the glory 
of God, and then for our own neceflities. 

I. The glory of God is the firft great objeft of 
prayer. I do not fpeak of the attainment of the 
Chriftian, but of the aim and objeft which he 
fhould have in view. I do not fay that this is 
generally, or even frequently experienced by the 
Chriftian as his chief end ; but only that it ought 
to be, and that every CYmKvasx tcasi fe&& 'fcaas/** 
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ought to be. This, too, will illuftrate what I 
already laid, that fomething goes before ere prayer 
becomes pofEble. How can any man feel regard 
for the glory of God ? how can he delire it, how 
can he afk for it, if he have no affection for God, 
no loving perfonal feeling towards God ? And 
what regard has the mere unloving cry of fear to 
the glory of God ? And what a wretchedly felfifh 
thing is a prayer, which out of all the universe 
can find nothing elfe to defire and afk for, than 
fomething for kfelf ! O brethren ! I know the 
value of a foul's falvation. It outweighs the world 
when it is balanced againft it. My Saviour came 
to die that he might fave fouls. But a mere defire 
for falvation is not the whole fpirit of a penitent 
finner who comes to Chrift. That defire is a ftep 
to bring him to the crofs. But it is when under 
the burden and oppreffivenefs of guilt he fees the 
love of God in Jefus Chrift ; it is then that the 
new life is breathed into his noftrils by the Spirit 
of God. It is love, the unfelfifh thing, that bends 
his knee and raifes his heart. Love, that makes 
him not fb much crave for falvation, as rejoice in 
God who gives it ! 
The joy and peace of a friend on earth are dear 
to uh. We will make many {acn&css to (Secure 
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them. We will work, and toil, and fuffer, that 
our friend may recover from deadly ficknefs, or 
may live in comfort. The toil of the father, hour 
by hour, to keep his children and to educate them, 
or to leave them in comfort when he dies, he 
grudges it not. He gives it with all his heart for 
them. The wife who fits patient by the fick-bed, 
or the mother that waits for the reformation of 
her froward boy — they bear all joyfully if only 
their great end can be fecured. The failor will 
venture far aloft on the giddy maft, when the veflel 
is heaving in the ftorm, to fave his mailer's fhip. 
And the foldier will go forward to meet death in 
the " deadly breach ; w and when lying wounded 
before the wall, will fummon up his kft ftrength 
to cry, " God lave the Queen." And what wonder 
that the Chriftian mould feek the glory of his King, 
his Mafter, his Father ! What wonder that prayer 
mould have for one of its objefts — nay, for its 
chief object — the glory of God ! 

2. The fecond great objeft of prayer is to fecure 
for ourfelves the things of which we ftand in need. 
Very often, I think, in the ordinary life of Chriftians, 
this feems almoft the fole objeft for which they 
afk. They plead with God for themfelves — for 
the wants of the body and tYv& tLec*5&QR& <& , &sfe 
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soul; they fometimes remember, in paifing, the con- 
dition of others ; but this is frequently alL And 
I do not wonder that prayers are fo often in Tain, 
without an anfwer and without bleffing, when in 
fpirir they are felfiih, when they reveal that the 
heart within cares for little die than what would 
blefs and benefit itfelf . For the great law of God's 
kingdom (lands, in this as in all other things, that 
he who would only build up himfelf is left defol- 
iate ; while he who thinks only of affifHng others 
fe thereby blefled himfelf. But yet, it is not only 
admlffible, it is imperatively needful to afk God for 
the fupply of our own neceffities. This mould not 
be the only thing ; nay, I think it mould not be 
the chief thing in prayer \ but it muft afluredly 
be one thing always remembered, and always be- 
fought. And in afking bleffings for ourfelves, 
there are two kinds of bleffing which we may pray 
for — the external and the internal. There are fome 
fimple minds and child-like natures who afk only 
for external things. They don't turn a queftion- 
ing eye within to fearch and fathom the depths of 
their own hearts. They look altogether without 
themfelves. They afk for pardon. They afk that 
Chrift mould be manifefted to them. They afk 
for daily bread for foul and body. They afk that 
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temptation be kept away from them. They afk 
for all the bleffings which they need in fimple, ear- 
neft, unqueftioning defire. They have no brood- 
ing over their own hearts. They engage in no 
fubtle analyfis of the working of their fouls. Happy, 
child-like natures, whofe religion confifts merely 
in looking out from the great eye of their fpirits 
upon Jefiis, and then in doing his will ! 

But there is another clafs of minds among us 
whom I cannot pafs, and with whom I have too 
much fympathy to be willing to pafs them by. In 
their cafe, prayer for themfelves afks for things which 
are altogether internal, for flates of heart and new 
emotions. They feek daily bread for the foul and 
body, but they afk alfo that they may hunger and 
third after righteoufnefs \ and they are more feli- 
citous to be fo ahungered than to obtain that out- 
ward bread with which they are aflured they fliall 
in fuch a cafe be filled. They feek for pardon, 
but they alfo feek therein the fpirit of pardon for 
themfelves, that they may forgive even as they are 
forgiven. They feek that they may not enter into 
temptation ; but they realife that temptation gene- 
rally fprings from within, is the growth of their 
own fouls, and that the evil from which they would 
be delivered is native in them. They not only 
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, ...j io be holy, they pray alio that they may 

\» nil to be holy. They don't yearn alter purity lb 
maJi a» they defire to Jo, and they aik that that 

\ earning may be iiicrealeJ within their ibuls. They 

Jon't hate fin enough ; they pray that they may 

hate it more. Thus ftrangely interwoven are the 

thread > of reeling and prayer w-ithin their hearts. 

They wiih to be holy ; they* wifh to hate fin; — 

and lb they pray. Prayer is to them the relult or" 

a deep analyfis of their hearts. It is founded on a 

pure pfychological procefs. They look iirft very 

deeply within, and then they go bearing the burden 

of their wants to Chrift ; and this is part of the 

burden, that their defires and wants, and even their 

prayers, are not what they would like them to be. 

III. Let me now for a little direct your attention 

to the Lord's Prayer as a whole. You will lee, as 

we proceed, how the preceding obiervarions have 

paved the way (or us, and will illuftrate the nature 

of this prayer. You will fee that this is, and can 

only be, the prayer of faith, of a trailing child 

fpeaking to its Father. You will fee how it em- 

^mces the two great objects, Cod's glory and the 

^■Pply of our owu neceflities ; but how it puts the 

^Hory of God in the foremof i place. 
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The Lord's Prayer has three parts — an Intro- 
duction, a feries of Petitions, and a Conclufion. 

The Introduction confifts of one great thought 
branching out into various others. " The family of 
the ranfomed," is the thought which fills the Chris- 
tian's heart as he proceeds to prefent this prayer. 
"The whole family in heaven and earth:" this 
is the key-note to the whole. It is the prayer of 
a child for its own family ; but that family embraces 
all. There is the father, the child, the brother- 
hood, and the home. " Our Father I" the prayer 
begins, and in that alpeft God is feen throughout 
it ! " Our Father \" is the utterance of one who 
feels himfelf a child. "Our Father \" fays the 
Chriftian, even though alone in his clofet, and all 
through he contemplates the brotherhood of be- 
lievers. " In heaven," the home of the family, for 
which he prays ! 

Then follow in order the various Petitions, which 
are not fcattered hither and thither, as they might 
occur to the mind, but proceed, ftep by ftep, build- 
ing up a Jacob's ladder which reaches from earth 
to heaven. The firft three petitions refer to God, 
the laft three refer to man. The firft three refpeft 
the name of God, the kingdom of God, and the 
will of God. The laft three refpeft the daily food 
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of man, body and fool, — the pardon of tins, — and 
grace to keep from eviL The firft three ieem to 
regard the perfoos of the Trinity : God the Father's 
name, God the Son's kingdom, God the Spirit's 
wilL The Quiftian is taught earneftly to aik that 
the Father's name be hallowed, Chrift's kingdom 
come, the Spirit's will be done. And this em- 
braces all that we can defire for oar fellow-men. 
Our brethren will all be blefled indeed, if theie 
petitions be granted. The laft three petitions are 
all the utterances of want, the cries for mercy, 
which humble empty fouls cannot but prefent. The 
craving for pardon does not come firft. The child 
who prays in trail to a father has already come to 
him, and has already known what pardon is. The 
firft of theie petitions is for prefervation of life, — 
not neglecting the body, but chiefly regarding the 
fooL And then, as we need pardon every day for 
each new fin and failure in duty, forgiveoefs is next 
entreated ; and aiking it, we aik for the iptrit of 
forgpreneis alio. Then feeling how apt we are to 
fall, the ChriiEan child is taught to aik mat it may 
not be tempted, but that, if tempted, it may be able 
to wkhiiand. 

Brethren, there are but fix petitions here in all ; 
of theie, three only are for man. But I know not 
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in all our wants and yearnings, amid all our de- 
fires and prayers, I know not a fingle petition 
which a Chriftian afks for, or has afked fince 
the death of Jefus, that may not be compre- 
hended within one of thefe. It is a prayer fo 
fhort and fimple, that a child of three years old 
may learn it ; and a prayer fo full and deep that 
the whole Chriftian Church has not exhaufted, and 
has hardly yet been able to enter into it. And 
then comes the conclufion, in which prayer pafles 
into praife, the fpirit of earth rifing into the fpirit 
of heaven. The petitions melt into a doxology 
which includes the whole prayer, and lets it as it 
were to mufic. We afk all thefe things, becaufe 
(mark the force of every little word, — not a jot or 
tittle can pals from this prayer without lofing fome- 
thing of its fpirit and purport), — we afk thefe things, 
becaufe^ Thine, O Jefus Chrift ! is the Kingdom ; 
Thine, O Spirit of God ! is the Power ; Thine, O 
Father ! is the Glory. And all thefe for ever ! 
The prayer is done. But angels and the ranfomed 
above, almoft, we might think, miftaking this prayer 
of earth for a fong of heaven, join the believer in 
the clofing word, Amen ! 

Such is the general plan and ftrufture of the 
Lord's Prayer. You will fee how much fuller and 

B 



i8 



Cbri/iian Prayer. 



grander a thing it is than we might at firft fuppofe. 
I can only give you now the outline. But I truft 
both you and I (hall find it a labour of love to go 
over it clauie by claufe; and that we fhall find 
that fo to do fhall induce in our hearts more and 
more the fpirit of this Divine Prayer. 
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" Our Father."— Afaff. v 



BRETHREN, how unfpeakably great 
are our encouragements in prayer ! 
We are permitted to pray; that itfelf 
is much. To carry our petition for 
mercy, paft all guards and attendants, into the very 
prefence of God, and to lay it before His throne. 
There is no barrier in the way. " To him that 
knocketh, it mail be opened." 

We are invited to pray. Our King has pro- 
claimed to all His people, that if any of them fuffer, 
they have only to come to Him for redrefs. Prayer 
is a fpiritual feaft at which we are invited to be guefts. 
We are commanded to pray. It is our duty. To 
neglect it would be fin. There is no prefump- 
tion in afldng mercy. There would be fooliih 
prefumption in thinking that our guilt, or our 
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meannefs, or our poverty, fhould keep us away 
from God, when he has made it our duty to draw 
near to Him. 

Prayer has " exceeding great and precious pro- 
mifes" given it. "Afk, and ye shall receive." 
"Seek, and ye fhall find." "Hitherto ye have 
afked nothing in my name : afk, and ye fhall receive, 
that your joy may be fulL" " If ye fhall afk any- 
thing in my name, I will do it." Could we defire 
more ? Could God's word be pledged to more ? 

But, feeing " that we know not what we fhould 
pray for as we ought," "the Spirit alfb helpeth 
our infirmities ;" yea, " he maketh interceffion for 
us, with groanings that cannot be uttered," and 
" according to the will of God." 

And once more, as if thefe were not enough, as 
if the poor, wavering, trembling heart of man 
could never be purged of its doubts and unbelief, 
God has put into our mouths the very petitions 
which we may prefent to Him. Jefus Chrifl, in 
giving us the Lord's prayer, gave us the very 
words and arguments with which to come unto 
God. He gave us the prayer, befides promifing 
the anfwer to it. If any poor finner wants confi- 
dence to approach the great throne of Heaven, 
here are the very words for Yvvca to (^eak^ taught 
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him by the Saviour — " After this manner, there- 
fore, pray ye." In this, as in all other fpiritual 
bleffings, God gives us all. He gives us the altar 
on which to lay our offering. He gives us the 
fpirit to bring an offering at all. He gives us the 
very offering we muft prefent. He gives us, too, 
the anfwer, the acceptance, the bleffing. "Of 
Him, and to Him, and through Him, are all 
things." 

Our prefent fubjeft confifts of the firft two words 
of the Lord's prayer, — " Our Father." I find in 
them three thoughts, which may profitably en- 
gage us for a little ; the Fatherhood of God ; the 
Childhood of the Chriftian ; the Brotherhood of 
Believers. 

I. « Our Father." Thefe words teach us the 
Fatherhood of God, 

" We have not received the fpirit of bondage 
again to fear ; but we have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." " Be- 
caufe ye are fons, God hath fent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your hearts, faying, Abba, Father." 
I do not fay that the apoftle was making fpecial 
reference to the Lord's prayer whea Vsa. ^rrcfcs. 
thefe pa/Iages, but affwifcd!^ >&fc tefc&3ss> *» 
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(pint in which alone that Prayer can be offered 
aright. 

I. This is peculiarly the Chriftian's view of God. 
Such a thought has no origin in nature, or in the 
human heart. Even where the heathen have come 
neareft to it, they have (hown, perhaps moft clearly, 
how little they could comprehend it. The Latin 
Jupiter > for inftance, means juft Zeus, the father ; 
or, as the Greek poets put it, Zeus, the father of 
gods and men. But in what fade did they regard 
the chief god of their Pantheon as a father ? Only 
in the fade indicated by St Paul, when he quoted 
the language of the poet, "we are alio bis qfipring" 
In their eyes, the term father meant (imply the 
Creator, the Framer. And what has ever been the 
heathen view of God ? They fee him in ftorms, 
ruling in the tempeft, {peaking in the thunder, 
moving in the wind. In all their affliction and 
cfiftrefles, in all dread and dire calamities, they lee 
Deity; but not in deeds of mercy or at times of 
gladnefs. They feek to propitiate His anger by 
coftly offerings, by cruel rites, often by the facri- 
fice of human life. Glimpfes of beauty and 
thoughts of mercy fbmetimes flit acrofs the mind 
of fuch a worfhipper, in connection with the 
initks which he adores ; but the terrible has 
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always proved too much for the merciful, and his 
name for God is Power. Tell him that the Being, 
at whom he has been trembling, is the God of 
Love, and a new revelation has dawned upon his 
mind. 

But the Tinner's thought of God is juft as far from 
that of the text. How do you, finner, whom I am 
now addreffing, regard Jehovah ? How did you 
regard Him, after committing that fin which has 
left its ftamp and imprefs on your foul, even to the 
prefent hour ? Was there not fomething fo terrible, 
aye, and fb forbidding in Him, that you banifhed 
Him from your mind ? Whatever other fubjeft 
you thought of, there was one theme which muft 
not be dwelt on for a moment ; and that theme 
was God ! Let there be no communication be- 
tween me and Jehovah ! Such is the wifh of the 
finner's heart. And there is a time in every 
Chriftian man's experience, when the thought of 
the text feems more or lefe new. In fbme, per- 
haps in moft, it comes with all the force of a dis- 
covery. The foul fees The Being whom it has 
been fhutting out from view, aflume an afpeft of 
lovelinefs and light. Inftead of fhunning the 
thought of God, it can welcome it now. Inftead 
of hiding from the face of the Lord, like Adam, 
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among the trees of the garden, it can run to meet 
Him. Inftead of thinking " God my enemy," it 
can lay, u My Father which art in heaven. 1 * Oh, 
ftrange hour ! in which a man is found wrapt in 
this new contemplation. Strange difcovery which 
he makes, ere he is able to ufe this Lord's prayer 
aright! Have yon, brethren, made it for your- 
felves ? Can you look upon God, no longer as a 
fevere, mighty, terrible being, but one in whom 
Love is the greateft attribute, and that Love for 
you? Can you fey from the heart, " My Father"? 
Or are you ftill in thofe defblate regions of fin and 
unbelief, having, as you fear, for your enemy the 
mightkft Being in tins univerfe, who has but to 
utter a word, and your definition is fure ? 

2. Again, tins thought of the text is not only 
peculiarly the Chriftian's view of God, it is alfb 
the foundation of all true prayer on the part of 
man. Who are they that draw near the mercy- 
feat and fpeak unto the King? They are not 
unfallen fpirits, not pure and holy beings, who can 
hold fitting colloquy with Jehovah in the Holy of 
Holies. They are confcious, fin-fhicken, penitent 
finners, whofe lives were at war with God, whofe 
hearts were hardened againft Him for many and 
many a year. The wicked man asA ^afc ^fc\fe- 
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cutor, the profane and the fcoffer, are at laft on 
their knees ; and ere fuch men can expeft pardon, 
what muft be their conviction of the character of 
God ? What muft they think of His long-fufFer- 
ing, that it fhould not yet be exhaufted ? and of 
His love for finners, that it ftiould ftill be yearning 
over them ? and of His readinefs to pardon, that it 
fhould ftill extend to them ? and of the Eternal 
Heart of God, that it fhould ftill have a place de- 
voted to them, who have lived hitherto only to 
difhonour and difobey Him ? There is but one 
anfwer to fuch queftions. Ere a finner can earneftly 
pray in hope, God muft feem to him infinitely 
good and gracious. The praying finner muft 
look on God as filled with unfpeakable tendernefs 
and inexhauftible pity, as one who would do more 
for him than any earthly friend. " Can a mother 
forget her fucking child, that fhe ftiould not have 
companion on the fon of her womb ? Yea, fhe 
may forget ; nature may fail ; yet will I not forget 
thee ! n There muft have dawned on him the 
truth of fuch words as thefe. He muft feel that 
God is a Father to him ; nay, an earthly father is 
but a feeble type of what God feems to fuch a 
finner on his knees. Not otherwife dare the ©lilt^ 
foul, now confcious of gviAt, taw \*s»x» ^Xas* 
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conviction only could give him courage to approach. 
Oh, the riches of the mercy then feen to exift in 
God ! Oh, to feel again, with all the frefhnefs of 
the firft time, what we have once felt of the love 
of God ! Oh, " to fee God's power and glory, 
as we have feen it in His holy place!" Some 
fiich fight muft every finner have, ere he can fay, 
« Our Father.* 

3. Again, I find here, what I may call the Media- 
torial element in the Lord's prayer. Some of you 
muft have been ftruck by the abfence of all men- 
tion of Jefus Chrift in this prayer. The Chriftian 
Church prefents no petition, fave through Jefiis. 
u For Chrift's fake " : that is the formula with 
which our prayers generally clofe. Not meaning, 
of courfe, that God, the Father, is unwilling to 
hear us, oil we move Him by His love to Jefus 
Chrift : but that it is through Jefus, as a channel, 
the channel of the Father's own appointment, that 
the river of mercy flows, whofe ftreams do glad 
the city of our God. And when our Lord pro- 
mifes anfwers to prayer, how ftrikingly does he 
limit and condition them, — " Whatfbever ye afk, in 
my name, that will I do." a If ye fhall afk any- 
thing, in my name, I will do it." We have, then, 
no encouragement, and no promife to prayer, fave 
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through Jefus Chrifl. There could not be. Every 
bleffing, which prayer could obtain through any 
other channel, would prove the facrifice of Jefus to 
be vain ! And yet in the Lord's prayer there is 
no mention of this. The name of Jefus has no 
place in it. Many "comfortable words" are here; 
but not that word which founds fweeteft in a 
Chriflian's ear. 

Now, in anfwer to the difficulty which thefe 
thoughts fuggeft, I don't merely point you to the 
faft, that this prayer was taught by Jefus himfelf to 
his difciples ; that it is thus infeparably afTociated with 
him; that it recalls him in every part of it; that the 
fpirit of Jefus breathes in every line ; and that not 
only is it thus connected with His f€ name," but 
that it contains His very words. Nor is it enough 
to remind you, that before the death of Jefus 
Chrifl, much of the Gofpel could only be implied, 
and not openly declared — given in fpirit rather than 
words. The great fyftem of truth could only be 
fully developed after Chrifl had left the world. 
He had to aft out the Gofpel firft, ere, in all its 
fulnefs, men could teach it. I do not reft contented 
with thefe replies. For, indeed, the name of Jefus, 
if not in this prayer, is implied all through it. It 
is whifpered, if not fpoken. No man can call 
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God Father, fave through the name of Jefus. 
The very word fpeaks of a Saviour's blood. 
Atonement is prefuppofed. In Chrift only is God 
fo revealed. In Chrift only can the finner fo 
regard Him. Therefore I fee the crofs in the 
forefront of this prayer. As we enter God's holy 
place, with thefe words upon our lips, I fee the lintels 
of the porch fprinkled with the blood of the Lamb. 
It is in the death of Jefus only that I fee the 
Father's pardoning love. When the finner thus 
fpeaks to God upon the throne, befide that throne 
I fee the Crucified ftanding. And thus, at the 
beginning of this prayer, does the incenfe from 
Jefus' facrifice furround the worfhipper, and afcend 
with his every petition to the mercy-feat Thus 
does the pardoned and penitent finner break firft 
her alabafter box ere ihe fpeaks to God, that all 
her prayer may be filled with the odour of the 
ointment. "Our Father!" That title tells of Chrift. 
It arms us with His name. It is poffible only 
through His facrifice. It eloquently fpeaks of Him. 

II. The text fpeaks alio of the Childhood of the 
Chriftian. " Our Father" can only be faid by a 
child. Thefe words tell me, that in pofition, and 
alio in character, the Christian is a child. 
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I . " Becaufe ye are fens," faith the apoftle, " God 
hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, laying, Abba, Father!" That is to lay, 
the prayer which employs luch language can come 
only from the hearts of thole who have been made 
the fons of God. 

Now, here I mall not difcufs the queftion, 
whether or not there is a fenfe in which all men 
may be called (i Ions of God," — the fenfe which 
our Lord feems to indicate in the parable of the 
prodigal fon. But it is quite clear that the New 
Teftament regards believers, as " a family" — a a 
houfehold," " the children of God," €t no more 
fervants, but fons." It is not only that they them- 
felves have a new Ipirit, but that they are in a new 
pofition. I am far from denying the love of God 
to finners, to all fmners. I rejoice in the free, 
univerfal, unlimited offer of the Gofpel to " every 
one that thirfteth." I rejoice to be able to tell 
every poor fmner, who has known a father's love 
on earth, that that is nothing to the love felt for 
him by God in heaven. But it is ftill undoubted, 
that " the family in heaven and earth, named of 
Jefus Chrift," is the family of Chriftians 5 and that 
only when a finner is pardoned does he become, 
in this fenfe, " a fon of God." 
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It was a great thing for thole who were wander- 
ing on the highways, or dwelling in the lanes and 
doles of the city, to be lent for to the wedding of 
the king's fon, and clothed with the wedding gar- 
ment, and made guefts at the wedding feaft. But 
finners have a boon far greater. They fit at the 
great feaft which God has made, not as guefts, 
but as children. The feaft is made for them ! 

When the prodigal fon in the parable refolved 
to return to his father's houfe, there was no feel- 
ing stronger in his heart than that of fhame. He 
felt humbled in the duft. And his anxious petition 
was, — Make me a hired fervant ! That would have 
been joy enough for him. But he came to find a 
father falling on his neck and killing him, to find 
joy thrilling every heart at his return, to find himfelf 
once more at " home." Oh, how he underrated 
his father's love ! 

And, brethren, I can well fancy, that at the 
great day of judgment, many a poor believing foul, 
realifing the full guilt of the fin which it committed, 
feeing the full danger it was in, and the great doom 
from which it has been delivered, fhould not dare to 
expeft more than to be onlyfaved! The righteous 
foul " fcarcely laved !" That I could well believe 
to be the feeling of many concerning themlelves. 
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They could hardly look for more. Well, of thefe, 
even of thefe, the voice of Jefus ftiall be heard lay- 
ing, "My brother;" and the voice of God the 
Father, " This, my fbn ! " How much do we, 
too, underrate the love of God to us ! How apt 
are we to forget that every Chriflian who can lay 
" Our Father " ! is himfelf, in polition, by adoption, 
a child of God ! 

2. But in character alio, as well as in polition, the 
text implies that every Chriltian is a child. " Ex- 
cept ye become as little children, ye lhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven." " Wholbever lhall 
humble himfelf as this little child, the fame is greateft 
in the Kingdom of Heaven." The language of 
the Lord's Prayer teaches us in another way the 
fame truth. The words, " Our Father," are juft 
what a child would lay. They breathe this child- 
like Ipirit which Jefus would fain fee in all his 
difciples. How inconfiltent and unluitable do 
words like thefe feem on the lips of a proud, 
haughty, unhumbled man ! Nay, how unluitable 
do they feem on the lips of a man whole only con- 
ception of religion is « duty," and whofe aim in 
life is merely reftitude. This is not the mere 
" duty"-lpirit 5 this is not the utterance which a 
mere defire of reftitude would teach. Thefe words 
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come naturally and confiftently from that heart 
only which is at once humble and loving, which 
realifes its own fin and weaknels, and which yet 
looks up with truft and affection, — from one, in 
faft, who feels that he is a child, but alfo feels that 
he is not an orphan. Often, very often, we feel 
thefe words rebuke us while we Ipeak them. We 
feel that they require a humility far deeper than 
ours, and a love far warmer, and a truft far ftronger. 
We feel how little of their Ipirit we can make our 
own ; how, as we pray through them, we need an 
under-prayer that we may ufe them aright. But 
this, truly, is the Ipirit for which we ftrive ; and, 
though it exift in us but in feed and germ, yet, as 
fiich, the fpirit of childhood does exift in every 
Chriftian heart, and breathes forth every time that 
Chriftian lips repeat " Our Father !" 

III. Once more, the words of the text teach us 
the Brotherhood of Believers. " Our Father" is the 
language of him who prays. 

Wherein notice, that this is not a folitary prayer. 
It is one to be ufed not only for ourfelves, but for 
others alfo. Even when breathed in the clofet by 
lips which, like Hannah's, move, but utter no 
found, — even there, in folitude and filence, there is 
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the thought of many others with us, while this 
prayer is offered. There is a brotherhood of be- 
lievers which cannot be fevered. What though 
diftance divide this family ! What though oceans 
roll or continents ftretch out their weary plains, to 
feparate its members ! What though it be in the 
filence of a Philippian or a Roman dungeon, that 
the child of God is lying, as he prefents this prayer ! 
What though, when he fpeaks it, the deepeft fbli- 
tude of earth,like night, furround the worfhipper ! It 
matters not. Inftantly his folitude is peopled. In- 
ftantly his lonely hearth is furrounded by a glad 
family. Inftantly his filence is broken by the voice 
of brothers praying with him. It is not " My 
Father ," — never "My Father," however entire the 
folitude. It is always " Our Father." The Chriftian 
can say, " I am not alone. Around me on every 
fide, united in fpirit, one in heart and one in prayer, 
the family of ( Our Father/ They live with me 
the fame life of ftruggle. They meet with me the 
fame temptations. They battle with me againft the 
fame fins. They eat with me the fame manna. 
They draw with me from the fame fountain. They 
kneel with me at the fame footftool. They enjoy 
with me the fame fellowfhip. They fay with me 
the fame prayer, — and that prayer, * Our Father ! ' 

c 
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No* I am not alone. On the lonely fhipwreck- 
plank amid the waves, in the bereaved and defolate 
home, on the cold dying bed, I am not alone, — 
they are with me, my brothers ; and faith can hear 
them crying too, ( Our Father who art in heaven.* * 
Mark again, that it is not the common brother- 
hood of man which is here defigned. It is not 
the bond that links us to our father Adam that is 
here referred to. That relation is valuable in itfelf. 
It is important to draw us together, to check the 
pride of fbme, and to raife the thoughts of others. 
It is fomething to know that yon king, yon man of 
genius, yon being of benevolent intention and holy 
aim, is of the fame parentage as myfelf. And, if 
humbling, it is good for me alio, good for my 
heart, my better nature, to know that yon beggar 
at the gate, yon fufferer in the hofpital, yon criminal 
in the prifbn, is my brother or my fifter. It is 
fomething to know that the lineage of every man 
is ultimately the fame, that our remoteft anceftor is 
equally related to us all, and that the oldeft blood 
is that which flows in the veins of every man. But this 
is not the truth of the text. It is not our father 
Adam whom we here addrefs — though he, too, 
we hope, is <c in heaven." It is not the bond, fb 
often difowned and fb generally forgotten, — the bond 
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of " one blood,"— of which we are here reminded. 
The brotherhood claimed in that word " our n is 
the brotherhood which can addrefe God as 
cc Father." It is a praying, believing, rej oicing brother- 
hood. It is one which has been pardoned, and is 
being fandtified ; which has been tempted, and has 
overcome; which has been filthy once, but has 
been cleanfed ; which has been in tribulation, but 
has had its robes made white through the blood 
of the Lamb*; and in the furnace, but has had be- 
fide it there one like unto the Son of man. A 
royal band, of which the Kong of kings is the 
Father. An excellent band; for all are growing 
in meetnefs for the kingdom of heaven. A family 
of which fbme " are not," having gone before, to 
honour and joy ; of which fbme are ftill here in 
forrow and want. A brotherhood, of which all 
the ranfbmed in heaven are members, and which 
comprifes all that is pureft and beft on earth. A 
brotherhood to which it is more honour to belong, 
than to rule the wideft empire, or to wear the 
proudeft name. It was a fmall family that faid 
" Our Father " once, when Jefus taught it. It is, 
blefled be God ! a large family now ; and ere all 
be gathered at home, it mall be a larger family 
ftill! 



► 
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And think, once more, how much we need this 
leflbn of the brotherhood of believers ! Is it not 
fo ? Look at the pofitions and the mutual feelings 
of the Churches of Chrift in our own country. Do 
they regard each other with affection ? Do they 
help each other with cordiality ? Ever more ready 
to oppofe each other, than to take couniel together ; 
more eager in controverfy than in fympathy, as if 
(f the armour of God" were meant for mutual con- 
flict, and the warfare of the Church were to be civil 
war ! Alas ! that we thus tranlgrels, only too 
habitually, one of the plaineft commands ! Alas ! 
that we caft from us thus one of the greateft privi- 
leges of the Chriftian life ! For we are brethren. 
Like brothers who quarrelled of old, it is our con- 
demnation to fey, u We be brethren, fons of one 
father.* What a rebuke to the narrow, fectarian, 
bitter fpirit of Churches and of Chriftians, is uttered 
by ourfelves whenever we pray, a Our Father !" 
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" Who art in heaven." — Matt, vi. 9. 

HE homelefs are a defolate and wander- 
ing race. Expofed to many temp- 
tations which other men never know, 
and ignorant of joys which are the 
common lot, they, of all men, are " ftrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth." 

Some are homelels from poverty. like our 
blefled Lord, they " have not where to lay their 
head." Sometimes in one lodging, fbmetimes in 
another, they are thankful to the ftranger who 
gives a pafling fhelter from the ftorm. For fiich 
children of poverty, no fire is blazing on a hearth- 
ftone, no family is waiting, no board is fpread, no 
welcome ready, as they pafs the threfhold. They 
are glad to be recipients of a public charity, — glad 
to beg their bread from door to door, and never 
knock at one which they can caJk ^sl\ cywA 
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Some are homelefs from the calls and the neces- 
fities of bufinefs. The young man leaves the 
parental abode for a lodging within fome diftant 
city, or, it may be, in fome foreign land. Solitary ; 
amid ftrangers who care little for him, or he for 
them ; he pafles there his toilibme days ; there he 
ftruggles with the world, and communes with his 
own heart. No one is there, to whom, in frank 
and cordial friendship, he may unbofom the forrows 
or the joys within his foul. Expofed to a hundred 
temptations, yet with none to help him to refift, 
none to ftrengthen him by a word, none to make 
his home more happy than the tempting fcenes of 
danger and deduction without, — what wonder if he 
often fall? Expofed alio to the dark days of 
difeaie, within his lonely lodging, with no one near 
bat ftrangers, whofe footfall is not fofter at his bed 
than elfewhere, whofe voices are not gender when 
they fpeak to him than to others, without a kind 
hand to fmooth the pillow, or a kind lip to whifper 
hope when the heart is finking : there is room to 
pity fitch homeleflhefs as that. 

Some are homelefs from bereavement. Once 

there fmiled around them a happy family. Father 

and mother were feated there ; or wife and child 

gladdened the firefide ; or the now \od^ Nrckw.> 
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without a child, had her hufband by her fide and 
her children at her knee 5 merry founds were heard 
within that home, and happy hours glided there all 
too fwiftly by. But now as the fon returns to 
vifit that abode, it is to find a ftranger there. Seats 
are vacant round the table. Voices are filent be- 
fide the hearth. Room after room is empty of 
its old inmates. Others have filled their places long 
ere now. He is not even known there. It is the 
old houfe ; but oh, how changed ! — he is home- 
lefs now ! 

And fome are homelefi from crime. It may be 
that drink has done it 5 his family have fled, they 
are in hiding from him, he knows not their dwelling, 
and perhaps (hall never know it; he has now a roof 
to cover him, a houfe to dwell in, but he has no 
home. It may be lawleflhefs has done it. For 
fome crime that he has done, he has fled from the 
grafp of the law, fled from the prifon-door and 
from the judge's fentence, and, under a feigned 
name perhaps, is fkulking where no man knows 
him, trembling at every officer of juftice— haunted 
— wretched — homelefs ! 

Now, the Bible, in very beautiful and touching 
imagery, defcribes fallen man as homelefs. The 
prodigal left home, and \& tion* ^ Nraa&Ktfs^ **> 
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ftranger, a pilgrim. The {inner has diibwned that 
home, and levered all his connection with it. The 
Ghriftian yearns for it, as the light and hope of his 
future ; and even now, though far away, looks to 
it as his real home. And in the Lord's prayer, we 
have a longing look call upwards by the iuppliant, 
as he begins to pray. " Our Father,* he lays, in 
the accents of a child ; and, not leis in the child- 
like lpirit, yearning for the far-off home, he adds, 
u who art in heaven." 

I purpole to illuftrate thefe words by referring to 
a few of the characteriftks of our Heaven-home. 

I. Notice, then, firft, that Heaven is a home 
from which we are abient now, and of which we 
can form but little conception in our preient con- 
dition. 

In this reipect, how different is it from the 
homes of earth ! Theie we know well ; we 
have dwelt in them for many a long and happy 
year; how many affociations are connected with 
their walls ! There, we firft drew breath. There, 
our firft fin was committed. There, occurred the 
great lbrrow of our youth. There, the happy, 
thoaghtleis dap polled away. There, ibme little 
brother phyed befide us, wYiafe e$*& Yvax^ ion^ 
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been doled, and whole feet have long fince mould- 
ered into dull. There, our tears were Ihed, as we 
left home to go forth into the world. There is no 
other Ipot on earth we know lb well. And even 
though abfent from it now, we can recall it clearly 
to the eye of memory ; and Ibme of our pureft, 
though molt melancholy plealures, come from 
dwelling on the thought of it, as it was ! 

Obferve, how different is the cafe with Heaven ; 
and how charafteriftic of the latter this difference 
is. It is our home, and yet we have never leen 
it. Our home; as already the abode of our Father, 
and of our brethren ; to be our own abode, when 
the due time has come. We derive all our know- 
ledge of it from the defcription of others j and 
elpecially from Him who came from Heaven, and 
has gone thither again to prepare it for us. It is 
aftonifhing how little has been told us concerning 
it 5 how much has been left to fancy ; how much 
has been left to love. We know its occupants, 
and we know its charafter j but thefe are almost 
all. That God is ftill manifefted there through 
Jelus Chrift $ that the angels, unfallen, are there 
in joy ; that all the good and holy are being 
gathered there from earth ; — thefe things we kn.c^« \ 
almoft no more. But v/YiilVfe fc mw&v cS. &sbk*& 
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and of myfteiy refts upon it, we are told that we 
cannot fancy things too bright, or dream of things 
too happy, to be true of it. We are told that the 
eye, in all its feeing, has beheld nothing fo fair ; 
that the ear, in all its hearing, has heard no longs 
like thole above ; that the heart, in all its concep- 
tions, has conceived nothing like Heaven. The 
Bible takes the grandeft and molt beautiful of 
earthly objects, and employs them as figures, which 
it intimates are dark and feeble, to reprefent 
heavenly things. We know how hope ever over- 
leaps the realities of earth, and when they come, 
dims and darkens them by the mrpaiSng glory of 
her expectations ; but we are told that when hope 
looks toward Heaven, " it maketh not afhamed." 
It cannot reach to its full meafure. " Such know- 
ledge is too high," even for hope. 

Here we are children in exile. a We have no 
abiding dry." We are ftrangers in a world where 
tears are almoft as numerous as its finiles, and its 
cares and anxieties far more fo. Save a few friends 
who have gathered round us, we are ftrangers to 
the mafs of men, and they to us. And when we 
come to die, few brows will wear a cloud, few 
eyes will cherifh a tear, the world's work will go 
on as before, we {ball be nuSfed 3\em& a& \k\xk. as 
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when a ftone is dropped into the water and hidden 
in its fecret depths. The man who has left his 
country on earth may forget its green fields and 
white cliffs, its pointed hills and fweet ftream- 
watered glens. He may forget his fimple birth- 
place on the hillfide, and the refting-place of his 
fathers in the lone churchyard, beneath the rank 
grais and the grey ftones. He may come to re- 
gard his new land as his country, and may ceafe in 
fpirit to be an exile at all. Juft as the Chriftian 
here often feels as if earth were his home, and 
Heaven a ftrange land. Juft as in fpirit we are 
often no exiles here. But how often is the Chris- 
tian reminded that he is wrong ! How often is he 
taught that life is but the fojourn at a wayfide inn, 
on his journey to eternity ; and that the morning 
cometh, when he mult leave and fet out again ! 
How often, as tie after tie is rent afiinder, and dear 
one after dear one taken, does he come to feel that 
he is only journeying, never refting here 5 that his 
hopes and his home, his Father and his family, are 
in heaven. The true joy of the Chriftian exile is 
in the future — when, the decree of banifhment 
annulled, the long journey homeward accomplifhed, 
the temporary ties that bind him to earth Iha^^ed 
afunder, his poverty ended>Y&s\oTi<&fcR£& ^sofcO^ 
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lafl figh heaved, and his laft tear fhed, — he fhaU 
be received in a Fathers arms, and hear the 
found of angel-voices finging, "Brother! wel- 
come home !" 

EL I remark, as another chara&eriftic of Heaven, 
that it is a home where the family is unbroken, 
where not one member is abfent, where there is 
not one grave. 

We know how feldom this is true of any earthly 
home. In early life it fometimes is fo. Thole 
happy years of childhood are fometimes fpent amid 
a family which is whole. Parents and children 
meet together ; the circle of domeftic love is com- 
plete. But how foon, in advancing life, are places 
made vacant round that family table. The young 
man, entering on life, leaves home behind for edu- 
cation or for work. The daughter quits her father's 
roof, to enter it, as a child, no more. Sometimes 
reunions take place from year to year, when all 
are together again ; but then it is for a day, — it is 
no longer the cuftom of their lives. And, as the 
years advance, how do thefe reunions become 
finaller and {mailer ! Some one is milled from 
them, — it may be a grey-haired parent, it may be 
Ibme tender child; and \he me&o&%'Sfe o& xkofe 
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who mourn. Years pafs j the family is thinned 
ftill further ; the meetings are fmaller and finaller, 
as each Chriftmas comes. At length two old men 
meet with each other, at that fame board, in that 
lame houfe ; and as they come, trembling and 
tottering, they muft feek for all the others, the 
companions of thefe former years, thofe who 
once fat around the family table and formed with 
them the once unbroken circle, — they muft feek 
them in the grave. Nay, their very dull mingles 
not together. Their graves are Icattered far and 
wide. One lleeps beneath the rolling and reftlefs 
waves. One lies under tropic Ikies. The refting- 
place of another is unknown. And thofe who yet 
are left muft foon be taken ; and over the tomb of 
the feeble and venerable man, friends will fay, 
He was the laft ! Bell, and yet moll fragile of the 
bonds of earth ! How ftrong, and yet how furely 
to be broken ! 

Dear friends, it is not thus with heaven. When 
we lay, " Our Father, who art in heaven !" we 
may add, " Who art in heaven with all Thy children, 
for thou haft loft none whom Thou haft re- 
deemed ! * True it is, that as yet, all are not there. 
We ftill can fay of heaven, " Yet there is room." 
An innumerable multitude ^jex. CaaSL «oxs* ^bk«. 
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They are, fo to fpeak, children not yet born into 
glory. The arrival of the unborn is anxioufly 
expedied by the pure inhabitants above. And 
when death comes, which is to us fo gloomy, it is 
not fo to them. To us it is the myfterious exit ; 
to them it is the narrow entrance. To us it is 
the end ; to them but the beginning. We look 
to it with terror \ they hail it with joy. We pray 
to be delivered from it for a time ; they furround 
the dying bed with fongs. We lpeak of the laft 
agonies ; they lpeak of the pangs of birth. 



« 




When the foul from prifon fled, 
Mounting homewards to return, 

Mortals cry, A man is dead ; 
Angels fay, A child is born ! " 



And each Chriflian enters heaven never to leave 
it. They crofs that threshold once, never to re- 
pafs it. The family thus gathered is feparated 
never. We cannot realife this now. We cannot 
enter into the full conception of it. By contraft, 
defolated friends may feel fomething of it. And 
the parent, who has juft received back again from 
the brink of the grave a child dearly loved, may be 
able to imagine fomething of the joy of a home 
which ficknefs never invades, a&d over which no 
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fhadow is caft by the threatening approach of 
death. True of earth, the Saviour's words are 
truer ftill of heaven, " Them that thou gaveft me I 
have kept, and none of them is loft," From father 
Abraham, whofe perfect faith repofes on the mys- 
teries of God ; from rejoicing David, who flrikes 
a fweeter harp than ever, and fings now "the 
new song 5" from the holy John, who again 
lies on the bofom of the Son of Mary 5 from the 
devoted Paul, who again beholds " unfpeak- 
able things," but may "utter" them all now; 
down to the poorefl and meaneft of the fbns of 
God \ — the unbroken family above cannot be realhed. 
Not a faint of old fhall be wanting there. Not 
one of the eleven apoftles ; not one of the glorious 
martyrs ; not one of our revered and holy teachers ; 
not one of our renewed friends ; — all fhall be 
gathered as brethren, all fhall be found at home. 
" In our Father's houfe are many manfions \ " yet 
not a manfion of them all but ihall be filled by the 
redeemed brotherhood, the ranfbmed family of 
God our Father. 

III. As a third charafterifUc of Heaven, I sug- 
gefl that it is a home of unceafing aBrvity and 
off ion. 
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Earthly homes are places of reft. The work of 
the world is done in its fields and ftreets, its mar- 
kets and its offices; while at home, weary man 
lays down his burden, care is laid afide, and anxiety 
forgotten. But home is a place of reft, only be- 
cauie the world beyond is a place of labour. Eale 
is pleafant, only when it is a reaction from work. 
Reft implies previous toil. 

Heaven is, in this refpect, different from our 
earthly homes. There is no fphere of buiinels be- 
yond its precincts. It does not conftitute merely 
the place of reft after the labours of each day ; it 
is the place where all our exiftence (hall be fpent. 
And thus it is needful that it ihould be a fphere of 
activity. Idlenefs for any length of time is incom- 
patible with joy. The conftitution of both body 
and mind calls for exertion. Man was made for 
work. Even before the fall, he received it in 
charge " to keep and drefe " the garden of Eden. 
And of the dwellers in heaven, it is laid, that 
" they reft not, day nor night." It is faid of their 
habitation, that "there (hall be no night there." 
Conftant activity aud ceafelefs work are character- 
iftics of the ranlbmed ftate. 

There are on earth two great clafles of char- 
acters, which will no doubt be alio found in 
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Heaven : the meditative and the aftive ; those 
who rejoice in thought, and thofe who rejoice in 
labour. The one think more, and the other work 
more. The one give us our fciences ; the other 
profecute our arts. The one have the clear eye that 
gazes upon truth 5 the other have the ftrong hand 
that works for it. In Heaven, there may be field 
and occupation for both. There, meditative fouls 
may fearch into the nature and the myfteries of 
truth. Our earthly fciences are but the guefles 
of children gazing on fragments of the great ma- 
chinery of the univerfe ; its moving fpring too fecret 
for us to fee, and its operations too complex for us 
to underftand. Our fcience in Heaven fhall em- 
brace a far wider fcope 5 the fecret eflences of 
things lying open to us there, and hiftory lying be- 
fore us, not in disjointed fragments, but in a com- 
pact and harmonious whole. On earth we know 
but little of the fcheme of redemption. Perhaps 
only a part of it has been revealed to us ; perhaps 
there are principles on which it refts, and applica- 
tions to which it reaches, which have not been 
made known ; perhaps we fee only the outer work- 
ings of fome of the wheels of the myfterious mer 
chanifm of grace in aftion. In Heaven, no doubt, 
a thoufand fecret things, of which we have no 

D 
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intimation now, will flood the work of Calvary 
with glory, and leave us loft in aftoniihment as we 
gaze upon it. And need I fpeak of the character 
of God, of which our theology knows fo little 
here ; or of the purpofes of God in providence and 
hiftory, which feem to us fo often like a tangled 
maze ; or of the thoufand ftrange but grand 
queitions, concerning the points at which the 
workings of God and man meet, and which fo en- 
tirely baffle the wifeft of us ? Thefe are fields 
over which eternity will not be too long for noble 
minds to expatiate, and refearches which they can 
never exhauft. 

And then the more active characters fhall not 
want their proper province and occupation. There 
will be work enough, fuitable and blefled, for all. 
To diffufe intelligence from feint to faint ; to revive, 
it may be, old and dim, but ftill precious recollec- 
tions of earth ; to wander from hall to hall of the 
many manfions, afking of God or fpeaking concern- 
ing Him : fuch duties will no doubt be the portion 
of many. Some feraph-lpirit who has never left 
his Creator's prefence, during the hiftory of earth, 
may leek to know much of the work of God 
" manifeft in the flem," which none can tell him fo 
well as one who can fay, tf Chrift Jems died for 
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me!" Perhaps there may be then fome world 
whofe probation is not done, fome race of intelli- 
gent and moral beings whofe deftiny is not deter- 
mined ; for them there may be need of c< miniftering 
fpirits," as there is for us even now; and who fo fit 
to tend, and watch over, and fympathife with and 
aflift them, in their temptations and forrows, in 
their ftruggles and their deaths, as thofe who once 
endured the lame, and have been made c< more than 
conquerors through Him that loved them w ? If, 
while ftill on earth, fo many ways have been pro- 
vided for our aftivity and enjoyment, how much 
more in Heaven fhall a wider field be opened for 
our nobler faculties, and higher duties for our 
glorified fpirits ! I fhrink from the thought of a 
Heaven of idlenefs. It would be mifery. It would 
be profanation. But Heaven ! — a home which ihall 
be full of work, and yet be full of reft ; where 
labour fhall bring no wearinefs \ where the blefling 
of fleep fhall give place to a blefling greater ftill \ 
where there fhall be no need of " night •," and 
where " they reft not" for ever and ever ! — I can 
realife no higher condition for human nature at its 
beft! 

IV. As another charafteriftic of Heaven, I fug- 
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geft one, which has indeed been implied in thofe 
which have gone before: holinefs. It is a holy 
home. 

This is perhaps the chief thing which renders it 
inconceivable by us now; for it renews in the foul 
that loft image, fo myfterions and fo awful, — the 
image of Deity in a creature, of the Infinite in the 
finite, of the Perfect in the imperfect. And by 
virtue of that image it is, that a creature, however 
humble, can go through the light of Heaven to its 
very throne, and there, undifmayed though lowly, 
can lay to its King, u My Father !" 

It is holinefs which makes the family in Heaven 
unbroken; for it banifhes ficknefs, and makes 
death unknown. It allows immortality to extend 
itfelf, not only to every foul, but to every occupa- 
tion, and to every joy. It makes each affection 
everlafting, and every tie fecure. The eternity of 
Heaven is founded on its holinefs. But for that, it 
muft foon fade, and death foon find itfelf at home 
in Heaven. 

It is holinefs which makes the activity of Heaven 
unceqfmg; for it has rooted out decay; it has 
taken away all the prevenient fhadows of death ; 
it has made wearinefs impoffible ; it has made reft 
unneceflary, and fo made work itfelf to be reft. 
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It is holinefs which makes Heaven a place of joy. 
We feel ever on earth how furely forrow tracks 
fin everywhere, how fin bears in its own bofom 
its own deadly punifhment; and we feel how 
every temptation refilled, every ftruggle won, 
every obftacle overcome, every earned prayer, 
every deed of charity, every felf-denial, brings a 
joy deeper and more real than any " of the earth, 
earthy " The deepeft milery is remorfe ; and the 
higheft joy is love. And if this be fo while ftill 
we dwell among the fhadows, how much more 
when we enter the light of Heaven ! If there be 
joy there, from the portals to the throne, it is the 
joy of holinefs. Nay, we (peak with reverence, 
when we fay that the joy of Jehovah, the blifsful 
ftate in which Deity refides, too myfterious for any 
creature to comprehend, is the joy of being 

SPOTLESSLY HOLY. 

Such, brethren, is the Chriftian's home ! Are 
you then preparing for it ? Are you waiting for 
it ? Are you living for it ? Have you joy in God 
now ? Are you living fo near to Chrift in this 
world of trial, as to derive from Him your deepeft 
happinefs, as well as your beft fiipport ? Can you 
underftand what it is to be dependent for all your 
joy upon His prefence, and His grace ? Can you 
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enter into the thought of having none but God for 
your eternal u portion "? Were you, brethren, 
unexpectedly, and by farprife, to enter heaven to- 
night, would eternal worfhip be your joy or your 
exceeding mifery ? 
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" Hallowed be Thy name.*' — Malt. vi. 9. 

DON'T know whether it has ever 
occurred to you, to compare the 
Lord's Prayer with the Ten Com- 
mandments. There is not a little 
fimilarity between them. We may even fay that 
the one is a counterpart of the other. What the 
one commands men to do, the other prays that 
they may be enabled to do. The one gives us the 
precepts of heaven ; the other afks for grace to 
obey thefe precepts. The one was uttered by the 
great voice of Jehovah, from the dark clouds of 
Sinai, and amid the thundering of the heavens, 
command following command in terrible fublimity ; 
the other echoes back thefe glorious founds, in low 
and feeble voice, from a fiippliant on bended knee, 
adding after each command, c< Lord, help me fo to 
do J" 
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Look how the puzJQel ions between them. In 
die Decalogue there ate two tafa^ attaining firft 
one duty to God, 2nd then oar duty to nun. In 
nhe lord's Prayer there axe two puts, — die nrtt 
embracing petitions for God's g2ory, and the fecond 
pnaiinns tor oar own need. In the Decalogue we 
ire commanded to worthip God alone, to do k> 
wkhont graven images, to hallow God's name, 2nd 
to fencmV His hohr dar. In the Lord's PraTer we 
aie txng^it to alk that God's name he hafiowed — 
that is the third commandment turned into prayer; 
that drift's kingdom may come — that is the firft 
and fecond commandments embraced in one prayer; 
and that the Spirit s will be done on earth, as it is 
io bearen, — a petition which comprises in its wide 
range the fourth commandment. It is only alter 
Gocfs glory is thus looked at, that the condition or 
man » regarded. The one thereafter lets forth 
the duties of man to man ; while the other alks for 
grace to do them, pardon for neglecting them, and 
freedom from temptation to err. 

The fame principle then runs through both. 

The £une great dhinon is made, and the lame 

order preferred. And you will remember another 

teaching of Scripture in which the tame appears. 

Yoa remember the fang of the aiug^s <s& \^ \ssjax 



The Holy Name. 57 

that Jefiis Chrift was bora. What was it they fung 
upon the plains of Bethlehem ? It was " Glory to 
God in the higheft, and on earth peace, good-will 
toward men." Firft, it is glory to God; then it is 
peace and good-will to earth and men. Three 
things thus combine to teach us, the command- 
ments of God, the prayers of earth, and the fongs 
of heaven. Jehovah defires it, the faints of earth 
pray for it, the angels of heaven fing it ! Glory 
to God firft ! Let that be our firft thought, our 
chief care ! How folemn, how ftriking, how 
needful the leflbn ! Can we fail to underftand the 
awful difference between God receiving glory, and 
one man receiving good ? Can we compare thefe 
things ? And yet how often is our individual good 
regarded as the chief thing, prayed for firft, 
prayed for fometimes alone ! What is the glory 
of God ? The glory of God is Love, Infinite 
Love ; and His glory is not only coincident with, 
but is the fource of, the true and higheft good of 
men. 

The petition which forms the text, taken in 
connection with its place in this prayer, fuggefts to 
me three great fubje&s for thought. May God 
affift me fo to illuftrate them, as to advance His 
glory, and fb benefit your fouita. 
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^t«i « 5» irxrrr* a: zhEra£=r, rfsr ■ a ar > charac- 
ter ttja fciraef- And iboszos* :b*T enS»3v and 
«E.buc 2£ zkdiex r: rae Ife at £ =see,_ 
arafeSf" aci epa&xat of ±2* chir^rrer- Tbe 
JMicaw m the BE>> are peccjiirtT nzd&cxrc. 
to a ceruca period, crerr mme we iaee* widi is 
for a* acnr, £> to Ipeak, an epi=«ph; 2nd tfaafe 
iifl* of « generations " whkh moft periods find fo 
weaoingjef*, contain within diem the hiftories of a 
family, a tribe, or a kingdom, and become fome- 
«*m* quite ltwiinoas in die crofs-lights which they 
«aft on the by-paths of early times. The name 
of Adam, whkh fignifies earth, tells us of him 
who wa* created to live for ever, bnt who courted 
d*ath % and it pronounces over him the fad words : 
« Duft thou art, and unto duft thou (halt return." 
Among the children of Lamech there is only one 
daughter mentioned, of whofe hiftory not a word 
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is recorded 5 it may have been the faddeft, or the 
brighteft, or the fhorteft; but her name is Naamah, 
the beautiful one, and we are left to dream about 
her, of whom we know only this. Enoch means 
dedicated, a fitting defcription of the man who was 
not, becaufe God took him. Job means the 
weeper, and he was a man of tears. Ifaac means 
laughter; and the name records the fcene in his 
father's tent, when Sarah laughed at the angel's 
promife. Mofes means drawn out; and the name 
tells us of the child who, in his little ark, lay floating 
on the water. David means the beloved, a fitting 
name for " the man after God's own heart." 

And fo in early times every name was a bio- 
graphy. Every man bore his charafter in his 
name. The fign was always accompanied by the 
fubftance. It was never meaninglefs, or vain. 

In our days, names have no fignificance. They 
are barren words, which exprefs no emotions, 
recall no events, embalm no cheriftied recolleftions. 
As fociety became more complicated, and as lefs 
honefty charafterifed it, names would be abufed ; 
good names would be given to the bad, till no de- 
pendence could be placed upon a name, and by 
common confent no value would be attached to its 
meaning. We may lament iSafe Owax^\\ss^*>sv 



60 The Holy Name. 

vain. Such times will never, I fear, come again, 
to fuch a people as ours. We regret the time 
when men did not need concealment, and feared 
not to be known ; when the very name of a friend 
was fweet \ when a mother's name embalmed the 
beauty of her youth, and a lather's name the in- 
tegrity of his life : we regret them \ but they will 
come no more. 

The names of the Supreme Being are all figniii- 
cant. Some of them were made known by Him- 
felf, and are revelations of His character. Some 
of them were given Him by the Church, and repre- 
fent the hiftory of its worfhip. What are the 
names of the Deity ? a Our Father," with which 
the Lord's Prayer opens, is not one of them. It is 
a defcription of our relationfhip to Him ; and as 
our earthly fathers have their names, fo has our 
heavenly Father his. 

Jehovah is one Name of the Supreme, a Name 
given by Himfelf, and given with peculiar folemnity. 
To the patriarchs unknown, it was firft revealed 
to Mofes. " I appeared (laid God to Mofes) unto 
Abraham, unto Ifaac, and unto Jacob, by the Name 
of God Almighty ; but by my Name Jehovah was 
I not known to them." Such, then, is the incom- 
municable, the lpecial Name oi \5&fe &w£TCBt& % \x% 
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meaning is explained by the declaration of God to 
Mofes from the burning bufh, in which it is im- 
plied, " I am what I am," or, as it fhould perhaps 
be rendered, u I (hall be what I am." It is com- 
monly underftood to mean the Self-exiftent One, 
that Bang who is from everlafting to everlafting, 
without beginning or end, without author or caufe, 
the one Bang who cannot but exift, whofe eflence 
it is to be ; an awful attribute, which indeed 
implies that all perfection refides in Him of whom 
it is true. Some again underftand the Name Jehovah 
in a peculiarly redemptive fenfe. I need not enter 
here into the grounds of their opinion. They think 
(and not without plaufibility) that the Name fhould 
be pronounced and written Jahveh, and that it 
means, He who (hall be, He who ihall come, the 
Promiled One. It is peculiarly the covenant Name 
of God ; in that all agree ; and many who are 
well entitled to a hearing, regard it as the fpecial 
Old Teftament Name of Jefus Chrift. 

Another Name given in the Old Teftament to 
the Supreme Being is Elohlm> meaning the Strong 
One, the Almighty. And God is alfo called there 
Adonaiy or Lord. This fignifies that He is the 
Mafter, or ruler. It means that He has a right to 
us, and all that we have ; that as our Cre&ss^ws. 
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Preferver, our Benefaftor, our King, our Redeemer, 
our Judge, it is His right to give us laws, and to 
receive our obedience. 

In the New Teftament He is called Theos, which 
perhaps may mean that He is the only fixed point 
in this univerfe of change. In tranflating this 
word, the Church of this country has given another 
name to the Supreme, the Name of God. It is 
perhaps unneceflary to fay that this Name does not 
appear in the original languages of either the Old 
Teftament or the New. It is an EngUfh word, a 
fimple Saxon word, fignifying The Good One. It 
embodies as it were the declaration of Jems Chrift : 
" There is none good but one, that is, Theos" It 
is the expreflion of the Church's yearning to clothe 
in a word St John's defcription, " God is love.* 
The Good One ! This beautiful name fpeaks of all 
the mercy of Jehovah in creation, and all the love 
of Jehovah in redemption. It is a wonderful, and 
almoft a daring attempt, to fum up the hiftory of 
Bethlehem and Calvary, beginning in eternity, and 
lafting throughout eternity, in a fingle word ! 

Think, then, on thefe Names of the Supreme 
Being, and of the attributes and charafter which 
they let forth. Jehovah, the felf-exiftent; Elohim, 
the ftrong one ; Adonai, the master ; Theos, the 
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fixed and unchangeable; God, tjie good one. Do 
they omit much that we know of "Him with 
whom we have to do ? " Do they not exprefe 
almofl all we know of His character? And if 
thefe Names be hallowed, if the attributes fo fig- 
nified be cherifhed, and the character fo revealed 
be honoured, are we far from giving to God all 
the glory that we can give ? To adore Him as the 
felf-exiftent, who includes all perfections in that 
one ; to praife Him as almighty and unchangeable ; 
to obey Him in all things as our Lord and Master ; 
to yield Him all that love for which His goodnefs 
calls : — what is needed more ? Yes, if we can do 
all that is meant by hallowing God's Name, if we 
can lay this firft petition from the heart, if these 
words exprefe truly the defire and yearning of our 
foul, we are <c not far from the kingdom of 
God.* 

II. A fecond thought fuggefted to me by the 
text, {landing as it does in this place, is what we 
may call the cloud of fin. 

You have feen fomedmes on a funny day, when 
a fair landfcape was ftretched before you, bright ' 
and beautiful, how fome cold dark cloud has 
gathered on the horizon, and has (lowly overfqread 
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the iky, d!l the whole face of nature, juft be- 
fore fo joyous, has been covered with lhade. 
You have feen, fometimes, at a meeting of friends, 
where happinefs was vifible on every countenance, 
how fuddenly one of the moA cheerful became 
grave and filent ; fome thought from the paft or 
fome fear for the future, evoked by a word that 
had been fpoken, had caft its fliadow over him. Or, 
perhaps, you have heard the fad ftory of an outcaft 
child perfuaded to return home. After long fepa- 
ratioo, after months of folly and of fin, (he has been 
allured that there is hope for her ; that if Ihe will 
but knock at the old door, and enter again the old 
room, fhe will find there the old love for her, and 
ihe need leave no more. She has been perfuaded, 
and Ihe begins her journey home. She comes 
nearer to the fcenes of infancy and innocence, re- 
cognifing each object on the way, till at length fhe 
fees not far off, glimmering in the doubtful twi- 
light, the very roof of home. The poor wan- 
derer is almoft at the end of all her wanderings. 
But juft at that moment rifes before her the thought 
of all that flie has done and been. She begins to 
doubt and waver ; and on how fmall a thing does 
it depend, whether fhe haftens forward, or turns 
her back on home and flees tram W^e for ever ? 
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Some fuch cloud we may dhcover in the petition 
which forms the text. The prayer has opened 
with words of confiding truft : " Our Father, who 
art in heaven ! w But no fooner have thefe words 
been fpoken, and the prefence of God fully realifed, 
than there comes on him who prays another 
thought, which as yet he does not utter. It is 
right that it fliould come. It is natural. And our 
Saviour only fhowed his perfeft knowledge of the 
human heart in fo framing this prayer as to indi- 
cate the underlying thought in the fiippliant's 
mind. He prays, " Hallowed be thy name !" But 
what need is there for this prayer ? What does it 
imply ? It implies that fome one is not hallowing 
that name, but difhonouring it ; nay, that he who 
now is praying, he who thus calls God his 
Father, has been difhonouring that name. The 
fenfe of his own fin comes over him, and feems 
almo/t to hide the face of God, if it do not infpire 
a doubt of his love. Over the bright and funny 
fields of divine goodnefs, there has come the cloud 
which darkens all. Into the heart, fo happy in the 
prefence of God, comes the recolleftion which 
embitters all. And the returning finner, who has 
laid, " I will go to my Father," who is already 
near his Father's houfe 4 and ha& V&%\^\Ara&^^R> 
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knock, he begins to think whether his fins will not 
make his Father turn him as an outcaft from His 
door? This burden is lying at the heart of the man 
who truly prays. No fooner does he realife the 
companion and fatherhood of God, than he remem- 
bers his own fins. The very bending of the knee 
has brought them before him. like thofe writings 
which are invifible till the ftrong heat of a fire 
bring forth the hidden characters, fo does fin's 
dark ftory lie often in the memory illegible to con- 
fidence, till the light of God's prefence beams upon 
it, when the finner is found upon his knees. And 
nothing hinders prayer more than the confcioufnels 
of guilt. It deftroys and breaks down our confi- 
dence in God 5 it whifpers all manner of doubts 
againft God ; it taunts us with the thought offuch 
finners venturing to feek His blefling. It fays to 
us then, " Thou prodigal ! what haft thou to do 
at this mercy-feat ? Hence to thy haunts of fin !" 
And oh ! let the finner learn this terrible leflbn : 
the more a man fins, the more impoflible is 
prayer ! It is eafy and natural for the innocent 
and guilelefs child 5 hardly more readily does it run 
to a mother's chair, than kneel by its little bedfide 
to repeat, with covered face, its fimple prayer. It is 
more difficult in giddy youth. ta& a&tet sada. <ml^ 
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or each doubtful occupation, each worldly vanity, 
each gay and thoughtlefs feafon, it is harder ftill to 
pray. It is all but impoflible for the hardened 
finner. Meet him where you will, in his times of 
pleafure or his hours of fucceeding pain, when 
profperity has rilled his cup with joy, or when ad- 
verfity has foured and crufhed him, nay, on the 
terrible deathbed itfelf, when his laft earthly 
hope is gone, when he has not one plank left for 
his fhipwrecked foul to cling to, even then he 
cannot, dare not pray ! Sin, his own fin, is the 
obftacle. It comes between him and God. He 
dare not, with fuch a confcioufnefs of guilt, he 
dare not (peak a word ! 

Now, here, in this prayer, the fenfe of fin has 
interpofed. But it does not, in the heart of the 
penitent child, hinder its prayer. It only makes it 
more earneft and more humble in afkirig, that fin 
everywhere be deftroyed, that the difhonour it 
brings on God be ended, that all over the world it 
be rooted out 5 and this is its petition, " Hallowed 
be thy name ! " 

III. A third fiibjeft, fuggefted by the text, is 
the que/Hon, how, in what manner, may God's Name 
be hallowed ? What does the CYuSi&^V^x*. ^wb\ 
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for ? Let him not pray in ignorance. Let him 
fully underftand his own requefts. 

There are various ways in which God's Name is 
hallowed. 

There is a fearful fenfe in which it is fo, in his 
triumph over enemies. « The Lord faid unto my 
Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies my footftool." There we have God the 
Father promifing this refult to His Son, as one of 
the triumphs of His kingdom. Chrift's honour as 
king would not be complete, his purpofes as ruler 
would not be carried out, the Father's Name would 
not be fully hallowed, till the final viftory over his 
enemies were gained. And though an awful, it is 
yet a falutary truth, that the overthrow of foes is a 
hallowing of God's Name. Obferve that I (peak 
not of any perfonal wrath in God, much lefe of 
any perfonal fatisfaction to Him in the punifhment 
of the rebellious. God « defireth not the death of 
the finner." He " has no pleafure in it." But if 
even to an earthly monarch, who would eftablifh 
his throne on a fure foundation, it be needful to 
root out every enemy within the realm ; if it be 
miflaken mercy to deal with a foul rebellion, which 
Joves mutiny and maflacre, only by gentle means ; 
even as in fiich a cafe the tnxsft. axA \aaft. merciful 
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remedy is the (harp, conclufive law of the fword, 
which is deaf to any mere cry for pity: fo in God's 
holier and higher government, impenitent enemies 
muft be removed, infinite love cannot reach them, 
pardon cannot be granted them, the golden fceptre 
cannot be held out to them. No, fin would not 
be fin, did it not carry its punifhment in its own 
bofom, did it not feparate the foul from God, did 
it not leave the foul in all the mifery and defolation 
which that feparation means. If the throne of 
God is to ftand, and His law to be honoured, in- 
finite holinefs and juftice muft leave impenitent 
finners to work out their felf-fought and felf-in- 
curred doom. And when fin proves itfelf to be fo 
exceeding finful, and when rebellion againft God 
manifefts that it is mifery, and only mifery for 
ever, then in one fenfe, however fearful, I can fee 
that therein God's Name is hallowed ! 

But God's greatefl triumph over his enemies is 
of a different kind from this. Their converfion is 
his triumph indeed. Fallen Ifrael might have been 
confumed in the defert, as they worfhipped the 
golden calf j but where would have been the. proof 
of God's wondrous patience with them, which has 
come home with power to many a doubting foul \ 
and where the proof of God's i2^l\i^^ % v^^>3^ 
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them the promifed land, which has cheered I know 
not how many a trembling Chriftian ? Bantfhed 
Judah might have remained in Babylon, finging fad 
fongs by its river, and dragging the captive chain ; 
but how would the holy dry have then arifen, and 
the fecond temple, to be filled with the glory of a 
Saviour's prefence, for the bleffing of all the ends 
of the earth ? Saul of Tarfus might have been 
cut down by the light which flione from heaven, 
as he went to Damafcus, and the perlecutor of the 
infant Church removed; but where then would have 
been the agency of the chief Apoftle in bringing 
thoufands to love and venerate the name of Jefus ? 
Brethren, it is a bleffed truth, that the converfion 
of God's foes is His triumph ; that it more hallows 
His name to fee the throne above furrounded by 
thofe who once were finners, by a David, who 
confeffes his paft pollution, by a Solomon, who 
wondered how he could ever have been faved, by 
a Manafleh, who was once a very byword, by 
a Paul, who proclaimed himfelf "the chief of 
finners," than it is for the law to be fatisfied in 
their death. Glorious indeed, brethren, is that 
Figure which the prophet faw coming from Bozrah, 
with his garments dipped in blood, who has been 
treading the wine-prefs of tJafe vra&L o*L ^A, It 
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is a fpe&acle awful and fublime. But more glorious 
ftill, that lame Figure, with recovered demoniacs, 
and pardoned harlots, and converted perlecutors, 
and delivered captives, fitting clothed, in their right 
mind, at his feet ! This is to " hallow the Name 
of God." 

God's Name is hallowed in the worfhip of his 
people. To believe in Him, as being faithful \ to 
fear Him, as being jufl ; to love Him, as being good 5 
to pray to Him, as able and ready to help us; what 
more is included in worfhip than fuch things as 
thefe ? And when we utter this petition, we pray 
for the deepening and purifying of worfhip through- 
out the Chriftian Church. We afk efpecially that 
prayer may become more earneft everywhere. In 
our own hearts firfl, and then in the foul of every 
child of God. Prayer, which obtains for the 
Chriftian every grace from on high \ which is the 
voice to make known our wants at the mercy- 
feat \ the hand to reach up to heaven for the ever- 
renewed needs of every day \ the flay of the fbli- 
tary pilgrim, whether his folitude be that of the 
ocean, the defert, or the crowd \ the whifper in 
which love's deepeft thoughts, and faith's mofl 
childlike confidences, and hope's mofl earneft ex- 
pectations, are embodied \ preset) >«\&&w\s> ^y^ 
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by the lips of the child, and faltered forth from the 
mouth of the aged ; which is more prevalent with 
Heaven, when true, than kings or armies ; which 
has a folace for every forrow, and a remedy for 
every evil of life : this is the great object of the 
petition of the text It is that prayer fhould every- 
where be deepened, ftrengthened, enriched. It is 
that the little rills of prayer, fed by the fountains of 
grace, flowing forth in fecret from folitary fouls, 
flowing, often, unfeen by the world, and with a 
feeble current, fhould all flow more rapidly, and 
unite fooner with each other, till in a great river of 
united fupplication, they are loft in the ocean of 
infinite love ! What Chriftian does not rejoice to 
fee one earned worfhipper at devotion ? Who is 
not touched to fee the moving lips and the bowed 
head, when the fpirit is converfing with God ? 
Who does not lament his own coldnefs, worldli- 
nefs, and abfence in prayer ? And who would not 
join earneftly in the petition, that all prayer may be 
better, and truer, and deeper, faying in the words 
of Jefus, " Hallowed be Thy name !" 
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"Thy kingdom come." — Matt, vi. 10. 

HE petition which forms the text 
(lands between two others which 
bear no {mall refemblance to it, and 
with which we are apt to confound 
it. Yet it muft be diftinft from both ; for we 
know that there cannot be any "vain repetitions * 
in the Lord's Prayer. And it is Ipecially our duty 
to diftinguifh the meaning of each part of it, fo that 
each may waft heavenward from our heart its own 
fupplication. 

" Thy kingdom come ! " There is a fenfe in 
which God is King of kings and Lord of lords, 
fupreme over all authority, fovereign of the uni- 
verse, bearing the twofold crown of creation and 
of providence, for every realm and world that He 
has made. But this cannot be \J\e >^^Q>m\Bsas&. 
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and prayed for here. This kingdom has come ; it 
has been God's from the beginning. This domin- 
ion is independent of all prayer. We might as 
well petition that God fhould be felf-exiftent, that 
He fhould be eternal, that He fhould be omnipo- 
potent, as afk that He fhould become King of 
kings. 

Again j Jefiis Chrift is at prefent King of his 
people, and rules over the kingdom of grace. His 
fubjefts are fcattered far and wide, on every fhore; 
they are few and feeble in comparifon with thofe 
whom they oppofe ; fome of them only arraying 
for battle, fome of them in the thickeft of the fight, 
and fome afleep on the battle field, where ftruggle 
and warfare are known no more. But this cannot 
be the kingdom mentioned in the text. The king- 
dom of grace has come. For eighteen centuries it 
has been eftablifhed in the world. Since its ban- 
ner was raifed in the upper room at Jerufalem, it 
has never been abandoned or loft. Growing 
every year, and waxing mightier with every change 
in the world, it is not more really prefent now, it 
has not more truly come, than when the fires of 
Pentecoft were feen, and the preaching of the 
apoftles heard. Befides that the kingdom of grace 
is the burden of the firft. aad. xke >&&£& ^assotis^ we 
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cannot pray concerning that kingdom that it fhould 
come. We might alk that it fhould be advanced, 
mould be extended, fhould be widened and dif- 
fufed ; and we fhall fee that thefe are implied in 
the petition 5 but there is no fenfe in which we fay 
of it aright — " Thy kingdom come ! " 

It remains only that we explain the text of the 
kingdom of glory ; a kingdom which has not yet 
come, the advent of Jefus Chrift. For that time, 
" the whole creation is groaning and travailing in 
pain together until now, waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our body." For the 
approach of that kingdom, we find many wifhes 
expreffed in the facred page. It forms, indeed, the 
burden of the very laft words of infpiration, the 
facred words which the Spirit of truth defigned to 
fall laft upon the ear of the believer. " Behold" 
(says the Redeemer) — " Behold, I come quickly ! 
Amen ! even fo, Come, Lord Jefus." That prayer 
I regard as identical with the petition of the text. 
Their words might even be interchanged. And it 
is only when the affairs of this world of probation 
are finifhed, when its toil and ftruggle are for ever 
done, when a the accufer of the brethren is caft 
down," and there is neither temptation nor fin for 
man any more, that the " lowd \d\o&" ^nlO^ <fcsft. 
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apoftle liftened to (hall be heard in heaven, " say- 
ing. Now is conn falvation and ftrength, and the 
kingdom of God and the power of his ChrhV Then 
(hall this petition be folly anfwered. Then re- 
deemed men fhall refpond, Now is thy kingdom 
come! 

I propofe to confider, for a little, Jtr/t 9 what the 
Bible fays of the coming of ChruTs kingdom; 
fecondy what we pray for in afking that it fhould 
come ; and third, why we fhould pray for its ap- 
proach. May God himfelf teach us all, and blefs 
our meditations on this great theme ! 

I. What does the Bible tell us of the coming of 
ChruTs kingdom ? 

You are aware that feveral very intricate and 
difficult queftions have been raiied, in all ages, con- 
cerning the coming of Chrift. There is a certain 
chapter in the Book of Revelation, which, with 
all the cloudinefs and obfcurity of prophecy, lets 
forth the hiftory of a thoufand years on earth. 
We are told that an angel coming down from 
Heaven ieizes hold of Satan, that old ferpent, cafts 
him into the bottomlefs pit, fallens him by a great 
chain, and feals him up there, fo bound, for the 
fpace of a thouland years. D\xfi&% xi^Vo^^nod 
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of his bondage, great events are taking place upon 
the earth. The children of God are exalted to 
high places; the apoftle fees them fitting upon 
thrones, exercifing judgment over the nations, 
living and reigning with Chrift himfelf a thousand 
years. These are they which were "beheaded 
for the witnefs of Jefus." This is the firft refur- 
reftion. Meanwhile " the reft of the dead lived 
not again until the thoufand years were finiftied." 
They fee not the prefent Saviour ; they join not 
the reigning and glorified faints; they take no 
part in the long triumph of righteoufnefs on earth. 
But at length the thoufand years come to an end, 
the feal fet on the great enemy is broken; the 
chain of Satan falls afunder ; and from the gloom 
of the bottomlefs pit emerges the dark figure of 
the releafed captive. He goes forth to deceive the 
nations, to raife a confpiracy and wage war with 
the faints. The battle is terrible, but it ends in 
his defeat; he is caft into the lake of fire and 
brimftone ; and lo ! the dead are fiimmoned before 
God, the judgment is fet, and the books are 
opened! 

Such is the pifture that is traced on perhaps the 
moft myfterious page of that moil myfterious book 
of Revelation. When this \s to Yfl^fiec^mfc^K&ss'* 
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not. Whether it is a literal coming of Chrift, fo 
that every eye fhall fee Him, or whether it is but a 
figurative coming, fiich as at the deftruction of Jeru- 
falem, that is to begin thefe thoufand years, we can- 
not lay. Some fuppofe that Jefiis Chrift is to come 
again in the body at the beginning of thefe years, 
and to reign perfonally upon earth during the whole 
of them with His people, who fhall be refcued from 
the power of the grave ; and others fuppofe that 
he fhall be prefent only in fpirit, and fhall not come 
in perfon till the judgment-day ; while a third clafe 
regard thefe thoufand years as having already 
paffed and gone. I am not going to feek to deter- 
mine which of thefe opinions is correct. It is far 
too large a field on which to enter now; and we have, 
what is, I think, more profitable work on hand. 
I confefs that I doubt whether God intended us 
clearly to forefee events which have been predicted, 
and to decide their character beforehand. The object 
of prophecy feems to me to be, not to write hiftory 
before it takes place, for the men of earlier genera- 
tions to read : but to produce in them a waiting, 
watching, patient fpirit, always expectant, and fb 
prepared for whatever God may fend. It is vain 
to think that we may divefl prophecy of all ob- 
fcurity before it is fulfilled-, ot to fa^ofe that it is 



The Advent. 79 



written in the clear, tranfparent manner, of a common 
narrative. And, guarded as we have fo fpecially 
been, againft fuppofing that the times and feafons 
connected with Chrift's coming are revealed to the 
Church, it is, I think, unmiftakeable, that if any 
event mull be allowed to reft in the dimnefs of the 
future, that event is the Advent. 

But when we turn from the time of Chrift's 
coming to the event itfelf, we find much on which 
all are agreed, and which is as profitable as it is 
clear. We know that it will come unexpeftedly, 
and that it ought to be the objeft of intenfe 
defire. 

How frequently did our Lord warn the Church 
to be in readinefs for his return ! " In fuch an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh ! * 
"Watch: for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour." " As the lightning cometh out of the eaft, 
and fhineth even unto the weft, fo fhall the coming 
of the Son of man be." " While the Bridegroom 
tarried, they all (lumbered and flept •, and at mid- 
night there was a cry made, Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh !" " As in the days of Noe, fo fliall alfo 
the coming of the Son of man be ; for as in the 
days that were before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying, and QlNV&% vh. mwfca.^^ 
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until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and 
knew not till the flood came and took them all 
away, fo (hall alfo the coming of the Son of man 
be." Such are the (triking and folemn teachings 
of Scripture concerning the fecond Advent. They 
tell us that the world fhall be taken by furprife. 
They tell us that even we may be overtaken 
fuddenly by this great and glorious event. "What 
I fay unto you, I fay unto all, Watch!" The 
warning thus recorded (lands unexplained from 
the Saviour's day until now, ringing in the ears of 
each generation, and telling all that, fo far as they 
know, the great event may take place any day. 
Some of us may fee it ! Death is not the certain 
portion of every man, after all ! Some fhall " re- 
main alive, and be caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air." It may be fbme of us ! Some fhall be at 
work in the field, or in the mill, fhall be eating and 
drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, when 
the Son of man cometh. It may be fome of us ! 
Some fhall be fleeping when the Bridegroom's 
voice is heard clofe at hand. May it not be fome 
of us f How do we know that any morning which 
dawns fo brightly over us, may not be the laft for 
earth ! How do we know that any evening which 
falls around us fo foftty toaq TkcfcVttVswkscibY the 
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darknefs of " His coming !" It is an awful truth, 
but it is a joyful one. Let it found the Saviour's 
leflbn ever in the ears of all men, "Be ye alfo 
ready." Let it fill us with awe, when we utter 
the petition, "Thy kingdom come !" 

H. Let us coniider now what it is that we pray 
for in this petition. 

It is not only that Chrift fhall perfonally revifit 

earth ; not only that the long winter, in which the 

Redeemer has been abfent, fhall give place to the 

glorious fummer of His refulgent prefence; not 

only that the long, cheerlefs night in which the 

Church has been groping on by faith under the 

light of the morning flar, fhall be fwallowed up in 

perfeft day. The advent, indeed, is fure. It is 

good to meditate upon it, and well to pray for it ; 

but there is fomething more included in the text 

than this. ' When we pray, "Thy kingdom come," 

we afk that the approach of Chrift's kingdom may 

be haftened ; and we include in this the requefl, 

that all the preparatory and preliminary events 

which prepare its way, fliould be haftened alfo. 

We pray that all obftacles be taken out of its 
way. Clear the path for the Redeemer's chariot ! 
Such is the Chriftian's cry as he xfttet* >Mss> y^- 
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don. May all heathenifm, all fuperfUtion, all falie 
prophets, every Antichrift, perifh ! Looking at the 
gigantic idolatries of eaftern lands, ftill ruling with 
iron fway over hundreds of millions, the prayer 
afcends, May they be fwept from the furface of the 
earth ! There is Buddhifm, which has gathered 
more worfhippers under its power than the Golpel 
and all other religions together, whofe gorgeous 
temples, hewn in the fblid rock, are pointed out as 
fymbols of its enduring chara&er. There is Ma- 
hometanifm, that cruel, fenfual worfhip, which 
glories in a debafed impoflor as its founder, and 
hopes for a paradife in which fin ihall be glorified. 
There is Popery, rearing its giant head, ' exalting 
itfelf above all that is called God, changing the 
truth into a lie; the Man of Sin, the Great Apoflafy, 
AntichriA, Myflery, Babylon the Great, the Mother 
of Harlots and Abominations of the earth ! ' Thefe 
are obftacles in the way of Chrift's return. They 
keep back the willing Bridegroom from His waiting 
Church. Their idols block the way of His triumph- 
ant chariot. Their millions occupy the field as 
enemies againft Him. " He that now letteth will 
let, until he be taken out of the way." Every time 
we utter this petition we afk that thefe ihall be de- 
ilroyed. A pifture of broken idols and fallen 
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temples, of Dagon proftrate before the ark, of 
nations fhaking off their bondage, and dungeons 
opening to the light, and emaciated captives re- 
joicing in holy liberty, fhould rife before us as we 
pray. Thefe falfe religions are the great fortrefs 
of the enemy, crowning a rock, and commanding 
the plain around ; but every day there are tens of 
thoufands of hearts joining in the petition, ' Caft 
it down •,' and each prayer is a new aflault againft 
it, and every day fome breach is made, till at laft 
the army of the faithful (hall march into it, and 
claim it in the name of the Lord, while voices from 
above ihall echo over it, (( Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen !" 

We pray that all miifionary efforts may be fuc- 
cefsful. They have been fomewhat feeble hitherto. 
Confidering the number, the influence, the wealth, 
the duty, of Chriftian lands, little, very little, has 
been done to convert and regenerate the world. A 
century and a half has hardly palled fince the firft 
Proteftant miffions were fet vigoroufly on foot. 
Till then the Church lived in ignorance of this 
great duty. And even fince that time how little 
has been done! In a hundred and fifty years the 
apoftles of Chrift, and their fucceflbrs, had planted 
churches through three grc& co\tfoMX&s>«> «&&. 
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almoft overturned the religion of the molt powerful 
nation in the world. But oar miflionary period 
has been barren of inch refults. The converts are 
Ml few and far between ; the heatheniiin is. frill 
immenfe. This (hall not always be. The ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles is yet to come in; the vintage, 
when ripe, (hall be gathered, and even gleaned, for 
the fervice of Chrift. The Jewifli people (hall alfo 
return. a All Ifrael (hall be faved $" and the out- 
cad:, defpifed, down-trodden Jew, (hall yet become 
a bearer of glad tidings to others, a (binding monu- 
ment himfelf to Gofpel truth. Thus the field (hall 
ripen to the harveft, and the reapers (hall enter in. 
Thus the world (hall be prepared for the coming 
of Chrift. We pray that this preparation may take 
place ipeedily, when we (ay, "Thy kingdom come.* 
Sudden though the advent of the Saviour will be, 
there is yet a paving of the way before Him ere He 
come. The world does not change all at once, 
nor does the Gofpel all at once brighten out of 
darknefs, as when the earth emerges from an eclipfe. 
The night gives place gradually. The thick gloom 
of murky midnight is illuminated by ftreak after 
ftreak dealing from the eaft ; the morning twilight, 
grey at firft, becomes fofter, brighter, more liquid, 
till we cannot tell the moment ^fasci daxt Y&ght is 
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ended, and broad day begun. So thefe prepara- 
tory events for which we pray fiicceed each other 
(lowly, gradually; error fading, truth increafing; 
till at length the Son of man fhall come. 

But though praying for thefe preparatory events, 
it is only as preparatory ; and we muft never lofe 
fight of the end. We pray chiefly that the Re- 
deemer Himfelf may appear. Let all things be re- 
moved from His pathway, and haften His approach. 
May the toiling and flruggling of the world foon 
be done. May the temptation and the fin of Chris- 
tians loon be over. May the wickednefs of earth 
foon dhappear. May the fcaffolding of time foon 
be taken down from that fpiritual temple, of which 
apoftles and prophets are the foundations. May a 
mourning Church, a widowed bride, foon be re- 
flored to the prefence of her Lord. Yes ; may 
the time paft be fufficient to have wrought out the 
purpofes of probation. Sin on, wicked men, until 
your finfulnefe be done ! Travel on, weary pilgrims, 
until your journey be over! Fight on, warriors, 
till the battlefield be left behind you, filent and cold ! 
Let kings reign fpeedily, and dynafties be full of 
glory, that all may be the fooner done. Haften 
on, O earth ! in thine orbit ; paufe not a moment 
on thy way, for every hour \a ^raacro&\ ^&££^ 
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naaans } Pray far it, all Chrrffcn men, laying, 
** Thy imgdom come I* 

HL Let n$ confider dow tctt merely why we 
flacnld pray for this. Why mould men pray for 
death ? Is it doc the inftmcr. of the ibol to dcape 
a thing {6 unnatural 2nd ib myflenoos ; to Eve as 
long as we can ; to pray, Eke Hezekxah, for length- 
ened life ? Why mould we pray that the punish- 
ment of the wicked may come upon them ? will 
they not defend foon enough into the inteniity of 
their Suffering, and endure long enough through- 
out the endleis ages of the future ? 

We might give many reaibns for this prayer. 
We might represent it as the general cry of Nature, 
the unuttered yearning of Creation, longing to have 
its wrongs redrefled, and its confuiion fet right, 
to have its groanings ended, and its curie removed. 
That earth, which was once fair, fpotlefe, and 
beautiful, but which was fubjetted to vanity, not 
willingly, is represented by the apoftle as groaning 
for reftoraoon to its proline condition, and waiting 
earneftly till the word go forth which (hall create 
" new heavens and a new earth." 

We sure urged to ptay xkwa for xka ^pod of 
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Chriftians now on earth. It is furely better for 
them to be done with this fcene of trial, tempta- 
tion, forrow, and fin. Expe&ant heirs of eternal 
riches, why fliould they be longer confined to 
the exile's life, and to the narrow prifbn-houfe of 
time f Why fhould the fbns and daughters of 
God continue, fome of them in meannefs and 
poverty, all amid anxiety and care, treading weary 
paths of labour, and occupying beds of pain and 
death ? Is it not better for them, " far better ," to 
depart and be with Chrift ? Oh, Chriflian brother ! 
believe me, that one who could fee at once thy 
prefent flate, with its mingled joys and forrows, 
and the vacant throne above waiting for thee there, 
amid the light of heaven and circling angels, 
would not wifh for thee another hour in this vale 
of tears ! Be thou ready to go ! Why fhould 
you feek to flay ? Seek to pray with earneftnefs, 
" Thy kingdom come." 

We fhould pray thus for the good of faints 
above, ranfbmed men who are already beyond 
death, and dwelling in glory. They are bright 
and holy and happy now, beyond what tongue 
can tell. But they have a greater happinefs be- 
yond ; their hopes are ftill mounting high, looking 
to the refurreftion morn. It is thfc fo\&& c& <&«&& 
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already ranibmed, who are represented as crying 
from beneath the altar, " How long, Lord, how 
long?" The advent is their dawn of perfeft 
joy, as well as ours. They are longing to be 
clothed upon with their house, which is from 
heaven; longing to renew their intercourse with the 
poor body that has long been mouldering in duft, 
and to wear it as a ipiritual body, like that of 
Jefus, in the prefence of angels and Jehovah Him- 
felf ! Who (hall defcribe the meeting of the ran- 
ibmed foul and the ipiritual body above ? The 
oldeft and cloieft friends, who have borne misfor- 
tune together, who have been parted in agony, and 
parted long, but fhall be reunited, never to part ! 

But, above all, it is the glory of Jems Chrift 
which fhould urge us to pray with fervency, c< Thy 
kingdom come ! n Thofe who have entered truly 
into the fpirit of the Lord's Prayer, and can utter 
it from the heart as well as from the lip, will let 
the glory of God before them as their higheft and 
nobleft motive. And to which petition, of all thofe 
contained in that prayer, fhould this motive lead, 
in preference to that of the text ? For Jefus Chrift 
(hall come again, but not in the fame manner, or 
with the fame purpoie as before. He came, as an 
infant of days, clafped vn the aims and cherifhed 
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in the bofom of a mother, helplefs then and (peech- 
lefs, like any other child ! He (hall come, as the 
firft and the Laft, the Eternal and Unchangeable, 
the Omnipotent ! He came, unattended and alone; 
though the fweet fong of the heavenly hoft was 
heard on the plains at Bethlehem, yet it reached 
not to the liable in which He lay ; and, though the 
ftar in heaven did fhine in the Eaft, it difpelled not 
the darknefs which gathered round the form of 
the infant that lay deeping in the manger; the 
village by night was undifturbed, and no jubilant 
bells founded His welcome when " he took upon 
Him the form of a fervant." He (hall come, with 
clouds, angels attending Him, and ranfomed men 
around; devils fhall be there to tremble, finners 
to call on rocks to fall upon them and hide them 
from the face of the Lamb ; while all a jubilant, 
reftored univerfe fhall join in raifing unto Him its 
united hallelujah ! He came, to live in fuffering; 
to be a homelefs man, leading the homelefs to 
Heaven ; to be defpifed and rejefted ; and at length, 
in (hame, as well as agony untold, to die ! He (hall 
come, to judge the quick and the dead ; to feal the 
gates of hell on all who will choofe hell as their 
portion; and to lead into Heaven, their eternal 
dwelling-place, c< a multitude vibkJfc \tf* \aa^ ^axv 
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number." The hand which once was pierced fliall 
carry the fceptre of unlimited empire. That eye, 
which once dimmed in the faft-gathering fliadows 
of death, fliall beam with the fire of judgment. 
That face, once Ipat on by the rabble crowd, fliall 
be that " face of the Lamb," which fliall be the 
moft terrible of all terrible things in that day. 
That head, which once wore meekly its crown of 
thorns, fliall wear the many crowns of mediatorial 
glory. Thofe lips, once pale with agony, fliall 
fpeak the fentences of all men. That heart, once 
pierced by the foldier's (pear, fliall be feen to con- 
tain within it the unbounded, the Divine love of 
God. Yes, blefled Jefus! Thou flialt come again, 
and " every eye fliall fee thee." Simeon and 
Anna fliall tremble to think of the day when they 
held Thee in the temple ! Mary, Thy mother, fliall 
bow in awe to think flie bore Thee in her womb 
and carried Thee in her arms ! But all that 
glory, though it awe, fliall not terrify Thy people. 
They rejoice to think of Thee as exalted in the 
higheft. They join with one heart and voice to 
afk that Thy advent be haftened, faying, "Thy 
kingdom come !" 

Watchmen of Chrift in prayer and hope, 
How wears this weary tv\$v\. wroj *. 
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Muft the world (fill in darknefs grope, 
Nor fee of Coming Chrift one ray ? 
Peace, brother ! patience till the end, 
* Midnight is paft : the crofs begins to bend.* 



" Amen ! Even fo, come, Lord Jefus ! 
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NOT OUR WILL, BUT THINE. 

" Thy will be done in earth, as it is in hearen." — Matt. vi. 10. 

J RECENT commentator has called at- 
tention to the fact that the firft three 
petitions in the Lord's Prayer are not 
bound together by any connecting 
word. The hut three petitions are united by the 
word " and :" " Give us this day our daily bread ; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors ; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil." But between the firft three petitions there 
are no fuch words : " Hallowed be Thy name ; 
Thy kingdom come ; Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven." They ftand, as it were, each 
independent ; and yet the three are intimately con- 
nected with each other. Nor can this be a mere 
peculiarity, and, as it were, accident of human com- 
pofition in the Evangelift ; for the Gofpel of St 
Luke, which gives fevetai "uB^Qtecox. n 
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the form of the Lord's Prayer, alfo diftinguifhes 
the firft from the fecond divifion of the prayer in 
the fame way. 

You will alfo obferve how clofely connected in 
themfelves thefe firft three petitions are. They 
are fb like each other, that it is not a little difficult 
to give to each a feparate and independent meaning. 
That God's Name fhould be hallowed by all the 
means in our power, and in that of others 5 that 
the kingdom of glory fhould come, and that all 
obftacles fhould be removed from its way 5 that 
the will of God fhould be done in earth as com- 
pletely as it is in heaven : thefe petitions are fo 
clofely bound together, they fo overlap and inter- 
lace each other, that the chief difficulty of the 
Lord's Prayer is to realife their diftinft meanings. 

Now, I think it is not impoffible to account for 
thefe peculiarities, if we only enter deeply enough 
into the confideration of thefe three petitions. The 
glory of God is the object of thefe three requefts. 
It is a threefold glory which is defired. It is a 
threefold requeit which is made. The worfhip of 
earth is threefold, as the worfhip of Heaven is. 
In glory, the fbng of adoration is, €t Holy, holy, 
holy :" on earth, the prayer is, " Hallowed be Thy 
name ; Thy kingdom come \ Th^ vriJL V^ tarc&\&. 
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earth." To each of the perfons of the Holy 
Trinity, I conceive, is worfhip here addrefled, and 
a petition offered. The fpecial pofition and office 
of each feems recognifed in the Lord's Prayer. 
" Our Father who art in heaven ! " the prayer begins. 
t( Three one, glorious Trinity ! who, through the 
work of redemption, the Father arranging, the Son 
executing, the Spirit applying, haft revealed Thy- 
felf as the Father of Thy people, we adore Thee. 
We, Thy children, at once tremble and rejoice to 
be recognifed as Thine !" And then proceeding 
to a threefold worfhip, the praying faint goes on, 
" Hallowed be Thy name. Eternal God and 
Father, firft perfon of the undivided Three, we 
adore Thee ! May all nations, may all faints, may 
all creatures, hallow Thy name ! " Then turning 
to the Son and Saviour, the prayer proceeds, 
" Thy kingdom come, eternal Son ! Haften 
Thy advent, blefled Jefus ! A waiting, wearying, 
widowed fpoufe, entreats Thy coming. Come in 
Thy glory foon ! * Nor muft the Holy Spirit be 
forgotten. Nor muft He be without reverent wor- 
fhip. " Thy will be done, eternal Sanftifier ! in 
earth. Come down with Thy power and regene- 
rate the world ! Fill Thy people with Thy grace ! 
Convert the finner\ TLtfi^teb, fan&ify the 
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Church ! Cleanfe it from corruption ! Increafe 
its faith ! Extend its holinefs ! Fulfil in it all the 
good pleafure of Thy goodnefs ! Perfect Thy 
work in the midft of it, till it can be faid, ' Thy 
will is done on earth, as it is in heaven."' 

Such is the worfhip of the Trinity in the Lord's 
Prayer. The Father's name is hallowed. He has 
revealed His great name. May it be adored ! 
The Son's kingdom is rejoiced in, and His advent 
tanged for. The Spirit's fanftification is befought. 
So is glory afcribed to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft. No need of connecting words. Each ex- 
preffion of adoration is independent. The three 
perfons are equal in Their glory. The petitions are 
like each other 5 they feem to occupy the fame 
ground, becaufe the work of the Trinity is an un- 
divided work, in which each part is needful to 
complete the whole. 

" The will of God," fpoken of in the text, may 
be underftood in two different fenfes, both of 
which, I think, are here alluded to, and concerning 
both of which we ought to pray. By God's will 
is meant fometimes the decrees of God, and fome- 
times the commands of God. We have inftances 
of the former fenfe, in fuch expreffions as thefe, 
" Not my will, but Thine be dou^"— "Tfcfc-^ A 
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the Lord be done." We have inftances of the 
latter fenfe in fuch phrafes as the following, a He 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven," — " If any man doeth His will, him he 
heared!." The will of God, in the former fenfe, 
means God's predeftination \ in the latter fenfe it 
means God's law. When we pray in the former 
fenfe, we defire that God's decree and will may be 
carried out in fpite of the oppofition of men 5 in 
the latter cafe, we pray that God's commands may 
be univerfally kept. So alfo the words, " As it is 
in heaven," have a twofold meaning. They may 
refer to the ftars and funs in their courfes, and 
they may refer to the feints and angels in glory. 
When we take God's will in one of its fenfes, we 
think of the regularity and conftancy of the ftars ; 
when we take it in the other, we refer to the com- 
plete obedience of heaven. I purpofe, in depend- 
ence on God's grace, to expound the petition of the 
text in thefe two fenfes, and may God follow our 
word with His blefling ! 

I. We pray, then, in this petition, that God's de- 
crtes may be carried out on earthy as they are in the 
heavens above us. 
Some men naturally recoil fccom \kfc thought, or 
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the very mention of God's predeflination, as a 
dark, gloomy, and unfathomable myflery. It is 
dark ; it is unfathomable. But who fears to fail 
over the fiirface of the ocean becaufe, thoufands of 
feet below, the unlit waters are lying calm ? Be 
lure, that if this doctrine were of no importance to 
you and me, had no concern with us, had no 
power to touch our hearts or influence our con- 
ferences, it would not be found in that moft practi- 
cal of all books, the Bible. 

I affirm, then, as one of the greateft, one of the 
beft of truths, that God has a purpofe to ferve in 
this world, fome great objeft which He feeks to 
attain. This purpofe underlies all events, is the 
groundwork of hiflory, is the foundation of Pro- 
vidence. This divine purpofe is that for which the 
earth was created, and for working out which it is 
flill preferved. This it is which gives unity to all 
the events of time. However diverfe, however in- 
confiflent they may feem, whatever periods feparate 
them, whatever diflance divides them, this purpofe 
combines all into one great, glorious, and wonderful 
unity. God is fuperintending, and direfting, and 
overruling all things in this world. Have you ever 
fought to underfland this truth, to realife it, to let 
it rife before the mind in its full ^tQ^?&tt&.»'KB&. 
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its true relations ? Providence ever working, and 
guiding all \ and Providence doing fo according to 
a fixed plan, and for a fpecial purpofe ! Let us 
fuppofe what this world would be, if left entirely to 
the guidance of men. Do we not know the blind- 
nefs and the ignorance of the multitude, and how 
eafily they are deluded and led away ? Do we 
not know the prejudices which are fo deeply 
feated, as to fhut out the cleareft truth, and to 
make even the grofTeft error welcome ? Do we 
not remember the paflions of men, fo ftrong and 
deadly, burfting out now and again into war and 
defolation, making the earth as by an earthquake? 
Suppofe, then, that there were no one to prefide 
over all this tumult ; no one with a definite plan, 
above this jarring and divifion ; each one ftruggling 
only for himfelf ; no one working for all ! Sup- 
pofe that the ftatefmen of earth in their cabinets, 
and the warriors of earth in their tents, and the 
merchants of earth in their offices, were all that we 
could truft to, for the prefervation and the ad- 
vancement of the world at large. Each one caring 
for his own nation 5 each one defiring the good of 
himfelf and neighbours : but none with a world- 
wide patriotHm, none with benevolence for man 
as man. How, think ^oxx, 'wox&.&tafe saxvk ^tof^er 
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under fuch dire&ion as that? Go, look at the 
veflel in the tempeft-tofled and ftormy- fea, when 
the dread might of (lumbering elements has been 
awakened, and the wind is aroufing itfelf in anger; 
look at that veflel, as, without a compafs, and 
without a rudder, it is hurried hither and thither, 
till at laft it perifhes in night. Think you that that 
veflel cannot ride out a ftorm without a pilot at the 
helm, cannot accomplifh a voyage without a com- 
pafs ; and yet (hall the great veflel of the world, 
upon the fea of eternity, bring men fafely into the 
Haven of unending happinefs, when no eye is there 
to guide her, and no hand is at the helm ? No, 
amid the convulsions of the world, let us be 
thankful that God reigneth. When the wild will 
of men rues higheft in their paiEons, let us rejoice 
that God fitteth calm, and wife, and ftrong, to 
guide the wandering of the world ! I rejoice in 
the predeftination of God. It feems to me the 
only fafeguard, the only hope of earth. Were 
there no divine purpofe to guide us all, whither 
fhould we drift ? What, above all, would happen 
to the Church of Chrift ? Oppofed by enemies on 
every hand, commending herfelf to none but thofe 
who are born from above, fraileft bark upon a 
ftormy fea, nothing could prevent tax ^fefek^ , ssA 



ioo Not Our Willy but Thine. 

eternal ruin. But in the purpofe of God (lands 
her fafety. In His predefHnation we have the 
allured confidence of the greateft wifdom watching 
us, of the greateft love thinking on us, of the 
greateft power engaging for us; or rather, of 
thefe three, infinite wifdom, infinite love, infinite 
power, combining to work out good for this world, 
and for the Church. This tells me, that out of 
the tangled web of human life and human paifions, 
the pure garment of joy inwoven with holinefs 
(hall yet come for the people of God. This makes 
me have perfect confidence in looking to the 
future, whether for the world or for myfelf. I 
know that this frail bark of earth, old and battered 
though it be, (hall yet furvive every ftorm. I 
know that this feeble foul of mine, furrounded by 
fpiritual foes, and plunged amid a thoufand dangers, 
fliall yet, like Mofes's ark of bulrufhes, float fafely 
down the river of life, till it is opened by Infinite 
Love ! Why have I confidence like this ? Is it 
that the world is ftrong enough itfelf, to laugh at 
foes ? Is it, that my foul can refill the onfet of 
every opponent ? No j it is becaufe God has a 
purpofe concerning them, and becaufe that purpofe 
muft be fulfilled ! 
Therefore it is, that from out YQS&&fittaAxt& we 
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can pray, " Thy will be done." Yes, let not the 
will of men guide us : finful, blind, .deluded ! Let 
not my own will bear me onwards : weak, irrefo- 
lute, and evil ! But do Thou, Jehovah ! rule 
above all ; do Thou accomplifh Thy blefled pur- 
pofes ; do Thou work out Thy pleafiire; do Thou 
fit fovereign above every tumult: and then, all 
things are fafe ! 

« As it is in Heaven ! * Have you ever looked 
up, filently, thoughtfully, to the midnight fky? 
Have you ever paufed to gather fome conception 
of the numbers of thofe uncounted points of light, 
that are twinkling in their brightnels over you, and 
over the fleep of the child, and over the cold 
churchyard among the hills ? Have you thought 
that thofe lights are funs 5 that each one is moving 
with awful and untold rapidity through infinite 
fpace? What confufion, what an inextricable 
maze, feem thofe heavens overhead ! Yet learn 
that perfect order is there ! Each ftar has its own 
orbit ; not one wanders therefrom. Obedient, un- 
murmuring, unfwerving fervants, not one has 
ever ftrayed an hour from its appointed path. 
God's will is done in the heavens ! Who would 
not wifh that fiich were the condition of this fin- 
laden, wandering, unhappy world? "Wao^ftk ^r^ 
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fay from his heart, " Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in Heaven?"' 

But, ChrifHan friend, what is it yon may be 
aflring in fuch a petition as this ? u God's will ! * 
Are yon prepared for it in all its operations ? Are 
yon ready to meet it ? It is unknown to you. Its 
purposes cannot be read beforehand by man. It 
has things in (tore for yon, of which you do not 
dream. It is wife, holy, loving ; but it is not as 
yon would have it. Have you fome fcheme of 
bappinefs prepared for the future? It may be 
God's will to thwart it. Have you fbme hopes 
earneftly cherifhed ? It may be God's will to dis- 
appoint them. Do you defire poverty, fhame, 
oppofition, wrong ? It may be God's will to fend 
or to permit them. Have you fbme friend, fbme 
hufband, mother, child, peculiarly beloved, dar- 
ling of your foul, idol of your eye ? It may be 
God's will to make you foon a mourner, weep- 
ing vain tears over a ienfelefs corpfe. Do you 
cling above all things to life, do you fear, do 
you fhudder at the grave ? It may be God's 
will foon and fuddenly to cut you off, and 
make you walk, a fblitary pilgrim, through the 
valley of the fhadow of death ! Think of this 
deeply, and then join WA\h tresafc&si^ in the 
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prayer, " Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
Heaven !" 

II. I have faid that the text has a meaning dif- 
ferent from what I have now illuftrated. Let us 
turn from God's predeftination to God's commands. 
<c Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven." 
May obedience be rendered to Thee here, as com- 
plete and finlefs, as by angels and faints above. 

Confider if there be not fomething here far 
grander in conception than the thought of God's 
predeftination. Myfterioufly does God fo overrule 
events that His divine purpofe may be accomplifhed 
through them, even from his enemies eliciting what 
He determines. But when His purpofes are ac- 
complifhed by a willing and loving obedience, how 
much nobler, how much more honouring to Him ! 
Let the parent underftand the difference of having 
his will performed through force and oppofition in 
his family, and having it done from the love of 
children who haften to do his bidding, and antici- 
pate his wifh. Such is the diftinftion between 
God's decree and God's command, between the 
unconfcious obedience of the world, and the loving 
obedience of His people. 

" Thy will be done on earth, as it U vciHsaN^r 
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May the Church on earth be moulded into the 
image of the Church above ! May God's will be 
the great ftandard by which all our actions are 
tried, and the great motive from which all our 
actions are done ! What, then, is the fpirit which 
is fo chara&erifed, and for which we pray in the 
words of the text ? 

It does not mean that man is to have no will of 
his own, to give up his will altogether, to have no 
determination, and no refolute firmnefs in carrying 
out anything which he defires. This would be to 
emafculate and deftroy the individual life of every 
man. Will is the centre of a man's character. 
On this it depends, whether he be the weak, irre- 
iblute, wavering puppet, or the firm, true, decided 
man. Let him have no will whatever, and you 
leave but a bundle of emotions and paffions, 
loofely fining together, without unity or compact:, 
ready to be played upon by twenty oppofite 
powers. Let a man have no will of his own, and 
he has no character ; he is fit for nothing good, 
nothing noble, nothing Chrifllike. This is not the 
meaning of the petition. But the meaning is, that 
in all cafes, with reference to all actions, our firft 
queflion ought to be, " What is God's will con- 
cerning this ?" And theiiYia^^tfceTtained it, we 
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fhould be fo conftrained by the thought of God's 
love, and fo much impelled by our love to God, 
that the determination of our own will fhould 
follow; and that we refolve, firmly, tenacioufly, 
furely, to do that which is the will of God. Not 
that we fhould have no will, and no charafter 5 but 
that our charafter fhould be all the more exalted, 
and our will the more immovable, becaufe it refts 
on a firmer bafis. Not that we fhould be weak 
and irrefolute, blown about by every wind, ready 
to aft on any fuggeftion by another 5 but that 
having once afcertained what is true and right, no 
power fhould move us from that. In fine, we pray 
here, that we may become like Jefus Chrift, who 
could fay that " He came not to do his own will, 
but the will of Him by whom he was fent 5" and 
who then adhered fo inflexibly to his great pur- 
pofe, that fhame, and agony,, and death, could not 
drive Him from it. So let us be firft guided by 
God's will, and adhere to it, without fwerving to 
either fide, for ever ! 

Thus is God's will done by faints and angels in 
Heaven. Theirs is a loving obedience. They feel no 
command to be hard, no precept vexatious. God 
feems to them no tafkmafler. The law given to 
them founds not from amid the th\Mvdftt\a.^ <& ^ 
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lightning-fcathed mount. It is the law of love. 
It is the will of their Father. And how joyfully 
and lovingly do they haften to obey ! How great 
their privilege in being able to perform the high 
behefts of God ! So we pray here that ours may 
be a loving obedience too. We pray that not one 
of God's holy commands may be painful or grievous 
to our fpirits - 9 that there be no mutinous uprifing 
in our own hearts againft it. We pray that we 
may love God's law, when we fay, " Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in Heaven ! " 

Theirs, again, is a perfeEl obedience. Unftained by 
fin \ unmarred by incompletenefs ; obferved, not in 
fragments, but as a whole. And when we pray that 
this may be the cafe with earth, in ourfelves, and in 
all others, we pray, no doubt, for what in our pre- 
fent ftate will not be fully realifed. We pray that 
" we may be perfect," well knowing that imperfec- 
tion is a chara&eriftic of earth. But this is the aim 
and goal we make for \ the ideal purity and beauty 
of the foul, for which we ftrive; the finlefs, regene- 
rated ftate of earth and men. Fully, perhaps, it 
may not be 5 but how near we may approach to it, 
no man may lay, even as night and darknefs may 
faint into the morning twilight, which imperceptibly 
and fbftly fades into the dawn. Pray on in words 
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like thefe, and what bleffings do you not afk for 
the Church, and for the world, for yourfelves, and 
for all men ? There is not an evil which exifts in 
men's hearts, or aftions, which you are not thus 
praying out of the world. There is not a fpot on 
the furface, or at the core of fociety, marring its 
beauty and banifhing God from its midfl, which 
you are not cleanfing by this prayer. Suppofe it to 
be granted; fuppofe that angels and faints were 
able to fay and fing that it was done : what would 
be left for us to afk, unlefs it were that other worlds 
might come and fhare the bleffings which were 
ours ? If prayer be always mighty, is not this the 
mightieft of prayers for earth and man ? A prayer 
this, that grows in awful folemnity, the more we 
mufe and meditate upon its terms ! 

Theirs, again, in Heaven, is an all-pervqfive obe- 
dience. It is found in everything, and in every 
foul. " I faw no temple there," fays the infpired 
apoflle and prophet ; wondering, at firft, that in 
the New Jerufalem there fhould be no fign of 
combined worfhip, no trace of fen&uary fervice, 
no adoration by the multitudes aflembled. But 
immediately the higher thought flafhed upon him, 
and he added: « For the Lord God Almighty, 
and the Lamb, are the temple of it." There is no 
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ftated place for praife, for praife is made in every 
place. There is no fpecial fcene of worfhip : 
Heaven itfelf is that fcene. No corner is peculiarly 
holy, for all is holy alike ! No temple, for all 
dwell in God ; all work is worfhip ; and all joy, 
praife. Religion there is all-pervafive. Like the 
light of the fun which fearches and irradiates the 
drop of dew, fo as to leave no particle of darkneft 
in it, fo in Heaven does the love of God pierce 
and illumine every foul and every thought ! May 
this be fo on earth, is the petition of the text. 
May the religion of the Church be feen and felt 
everywhere. May it be the heart of our hearts, 
the foul of our fouls, the life of our lives ! Let it 
be an all-pervafive thing. Let it appear, and bud, 
and bloflbm, with its fragrance, in all we fpeak or 
do. Let it be our ftrength in daily bufinefs, by 
which we fhall ftruggle with fin and Satan. Let 
it be the holy guide that fhall point to us in the 
midft of life the ftraight path of duty, that fhall 
fay, This is the way, walk ye in it. Let it be the 
power to reftrain our angry tempers in the midft 
of provocation, and fay, Peace ! to the rifingftorm. 
Let it be the friend that fhall ftand befide us in the 
making of our bargains, and prevent the too fre- 
quent commercial \ie. Let Vl tee^ us from deceiv- 
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ing our neighbour, to gain the advantage in our 
mutual barter. Let it keep us back from entering 
evil company, or crofling the threfhold where 
doubtful purfuits are before us. Let the thought 
of God make every action a duty. Let the love of 
Chrift make every trial eafy. Let the prefence of 
the Spirit fanftify every hour. Let the things of 
earth grow holy in the light of Heaven. Let reli- 
gion be no Sabbath drefs, no clofet emotion. Let 
it be the univerfal atmolphere which is needful for 
our inward life, without which we die. May God 
haften the time. May the Day-ftar come foon to 
herald the dawn. May the darknefs foon brighten 
into the clear and holy day. " Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in Heaven." 

I add but a word in conclufion. When a 
Chriftian prefents this petition in earneftnefs at a 
throne of grace, he is alking ftrength for himfelf. 
Deeply feeling his own finfulnefs ; lying humbled 
under a fenfe of his pollution and guilt in the fight 
of God; ready to cry out with Paul, "When I 
would do good, evil is prefent with me;" realifing 
that in his holieft moments and his humbleft fer- 
vices, he is imperfect and vile : he afks firft of all 
through this petition, that his foul may be cleanfed 
and fanftified, that God's will be done by him^a&d. 
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in him, as it is in Heaven ! But when a carelefs 
finner prefents this petition, as is often done, for 
how generally is the Lord's Prayer made ufe of by 
men who have no lenfe of fin, and no part in 
Chrift, when a carelefs, guilty finner afks for 
God's will to be done in earth, what is his pofi- 
tion, and what is his meaning ? Is it good that 
God's will mould be done ? He has decided for 
himfelf that it is not. Is it good that the hearts of 
men on earth mould become holy, as Heaven is 
holy ? He has decided, in the cafe of his own 
foul, that it is not good. He does not wifti God's 
will to be done in his own heart. Far from it. He 
wifhes, there, to do his own will alone. Does he 
wifh God's will to be done by others ? Does he ? 
can he ? He cannot. And what then is this peti- 
tion in his lips ? It is a falfehood. It is a mockery. 
It is a fin. How often, O carelefs finner ! how 
often have you been guilty of this ? Believe me, 
formal deceitful nefs upon your knees is not far re- 
moved from the jeer of the fcorner, or the fneer of 
the profane ! 
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Though dark my path, and fad my lot, 
Let me be (till, and murmur not, 
But breathe the prayer divinely taught, 
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" If but my fainting heart be bleft, 
With Thy Good Spirit for its gueft, 
Father ! to Thee I leave the reft, 

Thy will be done ! 

" Renew my will from day to day, 
Blend it with Thine, and take away 
Whatever makes it hard to fay, 

Thy will be done ! " 
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BREAD AND MANNA. 
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Give us this day our daily bread." — Matt. vi. n. 




HE Lord's Prayer, brethren, is not one 
which is equally faked to all perfons, 
nor even to all times. Those who 
have never known what it is to look 
on God in any other light than as their dread 
Sovereign, refiding in the light that is unapproach- 
able, who have never known what it is to cling to 
God as the merciful and loving Father; what have 
they to do in ufing words which for them have no 
reality, and cannot be fpoken as the true expreflion 
of their hearts ? Nor is it always the cafe that 
Chriftians themfelves are in the fitting ftate of heart 
to offer up this prayer. It is not always that they 
can lay afide fear and dread, and look up truftingly 
to the heavens, and fay, in the calmnefs of loving 
fpirits, « Our Father." TYve^ *x<z fometimes tofled, 
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as it were, on the dark billows of a fea of doubt 
and diftrefs, where faith cannot fee and love cannot 
repofe ; then they cannot prefent this prayer aright. 
Sometimes they have a Ipecial and immediate object, 
for which, above all things, at that moment, their 
ibuls are yearning, and then fome other petition is 
more fuitable than any that are here contained. 
The foldier, for inftance, while the noife of prepa- 
ration for battle is in his ears, when he has written 
his laft letter to his diftant beloved ones, and when, 
matching a few precious feconds to commune with 
God, he kneels, unfeen, in his tent, ere he goes 
forth to the poft of danger in the battle-field, will 
not find that the Lord's Prayer comes moft natu- 
rally to his lips at fiich a feafon ; it will be rather 
a ipecial petition that God would protect him in the 
fight, and receive his lpirit, if he have to die ! The 
mother, watching through the lonely night by the 
fickbed of her child, hearing no found but the 
heavy breathing of the little fufFerer befide her, and 
the diftant town-clock telling how the hours are 
lingering; fhe will prefent that night, when no eye 
but God's is beholding her, not the Lord's Prayer, 
but an ever-renewed petition, that her child may be 
fpared, or elfe gently taken to the arms of Jefus. 
And thus it is not in all cases, it is not at all ^soss^ 
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that onr Saviour meant this prayer to be em- 
ployed. 

It is the {pedal prayer of die fool, when it can 
lay u Our Father w in fincerity. This feeling, if it 
be carried through every petition, gives to each a 
new force and meaning. "Hallowed be thy 
name ! n Thefe words are fuitable to any lips ; 
but how appropriate to die child, whole father's 
name mult ever be one of its moft precious pofles- 
fions, who cannot hear without pain a reflefHon on 
the name of that revered parent ! u Thy kingdom 
come !" All men fhould defire it ; but how pecu- 
liarly the child whom that advent will make a 
prince, who will himfelf be glorified thereby, and 
who will fee in the King of glory a Father. 
u Thy will be done !" The fubjefl may well afk 
for this ; but how much more naturally, and how 
much more earneftly, the child ! " Forgive us our 
debts." Can you venture to prefent this petition 
to a ftranger? Can you prefume to go to the 
king you have offended and robbed, and afk him 
to remit your debts ? No ; but if it be your 
Father ', can you hefitate, or will you doubt ? 
" Lead us not into temptation." This is rarely 
moft appropriate when addrefled to a companion 
who is our guide, to one 'wVvo Is ever with us, to a 
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Father ! The concluding doxology — " Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever," 
is the joyful fong of the child who is meditating on 
his Father's glory. I have referved till now the 
petition of the text, as the one which, above the 
others, can only be underftood as the language of 
the child. It is the voice of the dependent, crying 
to Him from whom his daily provifion comes, and 
from whom it comes as a gift. It is not the voice 
of the fiibjeft this, for a king provides not food. 
It is not the voice of the creature this, for man 
might have been left to provide for himfelf. It is 
not the voice of the worfhipper this, for there is 
here more than the afcription of glory. It is the 
voice of one who recognifes God as the fburce 
from whom daily fupport is expected. It is the 
voice of the child! "Our Father who art in 
heaven," give this day, as Thou haft always given 
to Thy children, their daily bread. 

I proceed, then, in humble dependence on the 
grace of God, firft of all to explain this petition, 
and then to draw from it feveral leflbns which it is 
fitted to teach us. May God be pleafed to grant 
His bleffing, while we are fb engaged ! 

I. The meaning of the petition &&£& t^c&JA. 
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I. It afks for the food which fuflains our bodies. It 
teaches us that God does care for the body, does 
regard it as valuable, does grieve over its pain and 
deformity, does defire its happinefs, and, finally, its- 
redemption. I cannot underftand the feeling of 
thofe who think that it is beneath God to care for 
the body, and that our prayers ftiould be occupied 
by fomething more important than requefts for 
temporal lupport. I fee a poor man mfFering in- 
expreffible anguifh on his fickbed, grieving to the 
very foul his family, who ftand helpleflly by, and 
drawing forth the deep fympathy even of the 
ftranger who is near them : am I to be told that 
Jefus is the only being who has no companion for 
that fiifferer ? I fee a poor orphan child Hand- 
ing on the ftreets of our city, fhivering amid the 
cold of winter, treading barefoot the fnowy pave- 
ment ; I know his falfehood and deceit, but 'he is 
trembling as he begs a morfel from the pafler-by: 
do you tell me that God has no pity for that child? 
I fee a holpital full of fick, and, it may be, dying 
patients : it was but of late we heard of fuch, 
where the cry of the wounded, and the defolation 
of the friendlefs drew companionate women thou- 
lands of miles away to minifter to wretchedneis 
there ; and can I fuppofe ttax. a2& \ka time Jefus 
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Chrift was gazing on thofe hofpitals with the lame 
feeling as that with which he law the rich man's 
happy home ? No j believe it not. Think who 
framed the body " fb fearfully and wonderfully ," 
who furniflied it with every fenfation, and provided 
it with every nerve, and made it the moft glorious 
of all material workmanfhip : will the Maker look 
on indifferent to fee His nobleft work defaced and 
agonifed ? Think of the doftrine of the refurrec- 
tion, when " the duft of the feints " ftiall be proved 
fb " dear " to God, that not a particle ftiall perifti, 
but, vivified again, ftiall ftand before Him. Think 
of Heaven itfelf, where glorified bodies ftiall fill the 
holy manfions, and One ftiall ever fit upon the 
throne. Let us not doubt that Chrift loves the 
body, grieves when it is in pain, rejoices when it is 
in finlefs joy. I would not part with the temporal 
meaning of the text. The Lord's Prayer would 
be far lefs perfeft did the fick man not feel that it 
prayed for himj did the poor man find in it no 
petition for "daily bread;" did it not echo the 
words of Jefus, " Take no thought, faying, What 
ftiall we eat, or what ftiall we drink, or where- 
withal ftiall we be clothed: for your Heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all thefe 
things." 
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2. There is, however, another and a no lefs 
important meaning of the petition which forms the 
text. It refers to the food and the mftenance of 
the foul. We are alking God here for the provi- 
fion that is needed for "us" to-day. It is not 
Ipedfied for what purpofes that provilion is needed. 
We do not afk that the body may be fed. We do 
not afk that the foul may be fuftained. Thefe are 
not our words. It is — Give to us, to that which is 
truly us, all that we need for to-day. And if, then, 
there be more of man than the outward and perifh- 
able frame, there is a prayer here for fomething 
which is within and undying. If it be true that "man 
liveth not by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God," there is here 
a prayer that these Words may be fpoken, and 
that other fuftenance given, which are needful that 
man may live. In other words, it is unqueftionably 
true that the foul of man needs fiipport and provi- 
fion, if it would not die. Not only the intelleft 
and the emotion and the fancy, which have all 
realms of their own in which to expatiate and dwell, 
but alfo the true Ipiritual Being, over which Con- 
ference prefides, and which has " to do" with God, 
that needs its daily bread. The fpiritual life within 
a Chri/Han needs to be dii^ fed.. Tfc& msffiuge of 
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God in His word needs to be perufed and ftudied. 
The truths of the Gofpel need to be meditated 
upon in private. The fecret fellowfhip of prayer 
needs to be entered into by the foul. Such is the 
outward food of which the foul muft partake day 
by day, if it would not be ftarved, if it would not 
die ! And upon each of thefe there is needed a 
bleffing from Heaven. The Spirit of God muft 
be given ere any of them will nourifti and ftrengthen 
the foul. There is fuch a thing as reading without 
profit, as meditating while yet no holy fire burns 
within, as praying while yet the heart partakes not 
in the exercife, as the foul having only hufks to feed 
upon, the fruit evaniihed, and ftrength wholly 
gone. There is fuch a thing as the old man of fin 
being ftill fo ftrong within the Chriftian, as to pre- 
vent his frequent fojournings among the green 
paftures, and to ftarve the precious but fragile 
fpiritual life. Hence there is abundant need of food 
from Heaven upon which the foul may feed 5 of a 
holy defire and appetency for fpiritual things, that 
thefe may be relifhed, and fought after and purfued; 
and of a bleffing upon the fpiritual food, that the 
foul may be ftrengthened by it. How needful, 
then, to pray for fuch a heavenly bleffing ! The 
petition of the text is the only ooa vcl \!fc& \ist&^ 
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Prayer which directly refers to it. And when 
offer it before God, it fhoold not be only with re- 
ference to bodily food, but alio to the inmoft wants 
of the fooL " Give as this day oar daily bread. 9 
* Feed oar foals with the bread of fife- Give as 
that which we need to lire this day oar inward fife 
of ftrnggle and ielf-denial, of refignanon and pa- 
tience, of holinefs and lore. We need help for 
theje things, the very help of Heaven. Do Thou 
lopply it, Heavenly Father ! to Thy children 
herer 

Soch, then, is the twofold meaning of the text. 
It has in view both the body and the foul. So 
wide is its embrace that it includes all that we need 
for faftaining oar twofold life. It is a prayer in 
itfelf — one of the moft comprehenfive, one of the 
moil truly beautiful, that man's quivering lips have 
ever ottered into the ear of God 

II. Let me proceed, now, to place before you 
feme of the leflbns which the petition of the text 
is fitted to teach as. Not that it has directly in 
view to teach any troth. It is a fimple outpouring 
of the devout heart before God. But it is truth in 
action, troth in life; and perhaps is not the lefs 
hnpre&Ye that its teaching \& acJq \&&re&« 
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I. Does not the text teach us that our daily 
bread is a gift from God ? 

We afk God to give us this. It is, then, His 
gift ! I know how hard it is for men to believe 
and realife this. They are inclined to think quite 
otherwife. Living under the primeval curie, eating 
bread in the fweat of their brow, they deem that 
they earn their own fubfiftence, that they are in- 
debted for it to no one, that it is their own. The 
weary workman who rejoices at the found of the 
holy Sabbath bell, which tells him that there is ftill 
one day of reft, feels that he has wrought with all 
his might, and deferves the bread which comes to 
him. How, then, fhall he believe that it is a gift 
from God ? 

Let our hearts learn it from this petition. God 
has made labour the condition of our obtaining 
food. We muft till the hard and obdurate ground 
to obtain bread ; and we muft be just as earneft 
and perfevering with the hard worldly foul, ere 
the fruits of grace appear. But the condition of 
labour is one which yields God nothing in return. 
He receives nothing in exchange for what He 
gives. The labour fpent upon the ground brings 
no benefit to God, does not increafe his riches. 
And our prayers and watchfulnefe* omx 4&b5^.«^ 
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love cannot add to any of His perfections. *' Can 
a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wife 
may be profitable to himfelf ?" And why then 
fhould Jehovah give us of His fulnefe in return for 
what is no profit unto Him? Why fhould He 
clothe the naked frame, and fuftain the finking 
body, and cheer and ftrengthen the Believer's foul? 
It is fpontaneous mercy. It is unbought love. It 
would have been as eafy and as profitable for God 
to have made earth bring forth fpontaneoufly, to 
have made corn to fpring like grafs, and budding 
vineyards to clothe the fide of every hill. God 
would have been no poorer then : God is no 
richer now. He has chofen otherwife. He has 
made work the condition under which man re- 
ceives the Divine gift. But it is a condition which 
neither purchafes nor deferves what it brings. 
The parent may refolve to leave his pofTeflions 
only to that child who has been careful, honeft, 
and perfevering in the world. There are condi- 
tions : but they do not purchafe the gift. And 
God, forefeeing how much earneft, patient work 
was a neceflity for man's nature, has made it the 
great rule of His houfe that His children fhould 
" eat bread in the fweat of their brow." That is 
the condition, but, nevettiftdfcfe, tta bread is a 
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Father's gift. Yes, brethren, we mult all learn 
this truth ; happy if we can receive it now, happy 
if the text may teach us : our daily bread, for foul 
and body, after all our labour, is a gift from God ! 

2. We learn alfo, from the text, that our de- 
pendence on God is conjlant. 

Among the many mifquotations of the Lord's 
Prayer which we daily hear, the petition of the 
text is often quoted fo as to deprive it of much 
beauty and force. We often hear it repeated, as if 
it were, " Give us each day our daily bread," as if 
the Chriftian looked forward to a long feafon, and 
prayed for it all beforehand, that " his bread might 
be given him, and his water be made fure." But 
the words of the petition are here in St Matthew's 
Gofpel, t€ Give us this day ;" and in St Luke's 
Goipel (the only other book in which the Lord's 
Prayer is given) they are, " Give us day by day " 
(or, as the margin makes it, "for the day") " our 
daily bread." I need not point out how different 
is the true reading from the imaginary one, which 
is often given. But the difference teaches us a 
great truth. " Take no thought for the morrow ; 
for the morrow (hall take thought for the things 
of itfelf. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." 
We ought never to feel i&dfc^&AfiftX. oil ^»cA, 
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u From day to day w we are in humility to " own 
His hand," and to reft upon His love. This is the 
leflbn taught us here. Whether a man be poC- 
defied of unbounded riches, or be in deep poverty, 
he ought to feel every day that he is in God's 
hands. The poor man who trufts to his labour to 
ward off diftrefs, and keep his family in comfort, 
is departing from the fpirit of this prayer. He 
does not think how foon his ftrength may fail ; 
how foon he may not be able to labour at all; 
how foon he may be willing to labour and find no 
employment : he does not realife how entirely he 
is in the hands of God. He is not faying from 
the heart, u G/*v us this day our daily bread.* 
And the rich man who, in the midft of wealth, 
cafts himfelf day by day upon the loving Saviour, 
who leans not on riches, but on the arm of Chrift, 
he is exercifing the very fpirit of the text. How 
beautifully does the Bible bring out this dependent 
attitude of the believer ! « Lay not up for your* 
felves trealures upon earth, where moth and ruft 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
fteaL w This does not mean that men are not to 
be rich, but that the riches of earth are not to be 
our treafures, which our hearts follow to their 
re/Hng-place; they are not fo xo\» o\i\\xs»fiite as to 
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make us forget what moth, and raft, and thieves, 
may have to teach us, that we are in the hands of 
God ! " As thy day is, fo ftiall thy ftrength be," 
is the promife of Jehovah to thofe who bear a 
heavy burden, and who bear it in His name ; and 
fome of us have deep reafon to know both the 
meaning and the truth of this promife. But obferve, 
it is only ftrength for the day, nothing for the 
morrow ; only for the neceflary, nothing for the 
superfluous. The children of Ifrael were com- 
manded to gather manna every day; to gather 
only one day's portion ; to keep none till the 
morning. Some were tempted to diftruft God; 
and on the firft day they gathered largely, in cafe 
a fcantier fupply fhould be found the following day 
around the camp. And lo, when the next morning 
came, what they had put away was mouldy and 
rotten, and they could not eat of it ! Thus were 
they taught that manna was " day by day;" that it 
was for c< this day's" ufe it came. It is fo now with 
the bread we eat. It is fb now with our bread of 
life. It is " daily bread," and for " this day." 
The food which is not received gratefully as the 
gift of God brings no blefling with it, and foon 
may fail. The grace that is given to-day to quicken 
the foul, and to revive the heart, will teas*. ^ \sy 
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morrow, if we leek not to retain and to increafe it. 
We cannot be independent of God. He feeds us 
from day to day. Our Heavenly Father gives not 
to His children a ftore of wealth to provide for 
themfelves ; but He provides for them. Every 
morning He renews his mercy ; every evening 
finds it new. At every meal He opens his ftore- 
houfe : " He prepareth for them a. table j" <c He 
maketh their cup to run over.* 

3. Our text teaches the duty and the need of 
prayer. 

If you afk me how prayer can be applied to in- 
creafe our daily provifion, how it can move the arm 
of God, how it can be linked in with the chain of 
caufes that is binding together the events of the 
world, I confefs I cannot tell. It is a myftery. 
It is infcrutable. But I feel glad that there are 
myfteries in religion, for otherwife religion could 
not be true. I cannot fathom the depth of the 
ocean with my line a few yards long. Another 
cannot fathom it who has a far longer line than I. 
It has defied the efforts of man to find its bottom, 
and to touch the fand beneath. But is that a 
reafon why the merchant fhould not launch his 
veflel on its furface, or that the pleafure^boat 
fhould not dance upon its wave ? And fb we can- 
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not read and unriddle the difficulties of prayer. 
We cannot fee the link that unites it on the one 
hand to God's will, and on the other hand to the 
laws of nature ; but on the furface of it, which has 
been fo often proved, why fhould we not fail to 
blefling and to eternal reft ? 

The text leads us to pray, teaches us how to 
pray, for all good, both earthly and Ipiritual. 
1 Give us our daily bread.* It is the teaching of 
Jefus. After this, let us hear no more of praying 
for the foul but not praying for the body, of 
afking for grace but not afldng for food, of fup- 
plicating for redemptive mercies but not for tem- 
poral things. Yes ; this tells me that the laws of 
nature are fubjeft to the power of prayer, or work 
along with prayer, or call it what you will pro- 
vided this be granted, that you may pray for all 
things good. This tells me that the anxious 
mother may pray for her lailor boy, that the winds 
may be hufhed around him, and the waves may not 
injure his bark. This tells me that the wife may 
pray for her foldier-hu(band, that the cannon's ball 
may not come near his head, and that the fabre of 
the enemy may not reach his heart. This tells 
me that the farmer may pray for the propitious 
funfhine that his crops may need* ax\& forc. ^s«. 
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bountiful harveft that will make him glad. This 
tells me that the merchant may pray for fuccefe in 
his bufmefs enterprife, and for fiifEcient wealth to 
make his old age happy. This tells me that the 
fick may be prayed for, that God may heal them ; 
and the poor be prayed for, that God may feed 
them; and that all men mould raife the petition, 
u Give us this day our daily bread." 

Nor is it only the privilege of prayer that the 
text teaches us ; it is the duty of conjiancy in prayer. 
It is, " Give us this day." And when the morrow 
comes, another prayer is needed for another fupply. 
Daily prayer for daily bread: fuch is the teaching 
of the text. And what is prayer ? Is it merely 
the utterance of a few words of fupplication at 
certain flated times ? No ; it is the expreflion to 
God of an inward defire of the foul. And is that 

» 

defire to be felt only at the moment, never before, 
and never again ? If fo, it is no true defire of the 
heart, and the prayer is no fuch prayer as can ob- 
tain a gracious reply. The defire must be a con- 
ftant one, frequently realifed, and always exifting 
in the heart. For inftance, the defire for the 
welfare of one very dear to us, the defire of 
health, the defire of happinefs, — thefe are never 
abfent from our hearts, though they may not be 
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always' confcioufly felt. Thefe, indeed, are not 
prayers ; but if our defire for a friend's good be 
infeparably mingled with the feeling that it muft 
come from God ; if our defire for health be fo 
aflbciated with the convi&ion of its being God's 
gift, that the one is never felt without the other ; 
if the defire for happinefs be linked with the thought 
that happinefs is only God's finile upon man, then 
thefe are prayers, thefe are never-ceafing prayers, of 
the foul. They do not need words. They are true 
without them. And when words are employed, 
the prayer is only fpoken. The ftream has been 
flowing far, and flowing lweetly, deep and dark in 
the earth, ere it finds an opening and becomes a 
fountain. The fire of the facrifice has been burning 
for hours, ere the fuel is added by the priefts. And 
angels may be faying of the Chriftian, " Behold, he 
prayeth," when his family can hear no found, and 
fee no movement on the lip. Now this deep heart- 
feeling, uttered or unuttered, this, and this alone, 
is the fpirit of prayer. And this is what the text 
teaches us : daily prayer for daily bread. 

One word more, and I am done. Do you ever 
prefent this prayer ? Do you ever prefent it in its 
temporal meaning ? Do you ercex *Sl <^<A V*. 
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your bread, your raiment, your ftrength, your joy? 
Of courfe I don't mean to inquire whether you 
ever repeat the Lord's Prayer. You may repeat it, 
or any other form of words, and yet never pray at 
alL But are you realiling that all temporal mercies 
come from God ; or are you living in the belief 
that what you buy and what you work for is your 
own, and that no one deferves your gratitude ? 

Chriftian friends, let me afk whether you are 
prefenting this petition in its Ipiritual fenfe ? You 
feel, you cannot but feel, how far you are behind ; 
how much you need grace, faith, love, bolinefs, 
a heavenly heart, a right Ipirit. Are you afking 
for them ? Are you coming to God as to your 
Father, and, like children, afking Him to give to 
your fouls their daily bread? Be fure there is no 
petition God will be more willing to hear, and no 
bleffing He will be more ready to beftow ! 

" Why art thou full of anxious fear, 
How thou (halt be fuftain'd and fed ? 
He who hath made and placed thee here, 
Will give thee needful daily bread ; 
Canft thou not truft His rich and bounteous hand, 
Who feeds all living things on fea and land ? 

Be thou content ! 

" Be not o'ermaftered by thy pain, 
But cling to God, tVvou ftw\t tka fc& \ 
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The floods fweep over thee in vain, 
Thou yet (halt rife above them all ; 
For when thy trial feems too hard to bear, 
Lo ! God, thy King, hath granted all thy prayer. 

Be thou content ! " 







THE CHRISTIAN'S SINS. 



il HAVE already had occafion to allude 
to the frequent mifquo rations of the 
Lord's Prayer, which we hear and 
fee from day to day. The faft is, 
that this prayer is mifquoted three times for every 
time it is repeated as it is in Scripture. No petition 
fuffers fo much in this reipect as our prefent text. 
Indeed, I fuppofe there are many who think that 
" trefpaffes" is the proper word in this petition, and 
not " debts," and who are furprifed to find it other- 
wife on referring to their Bibles. In that Book of 
Common Prayer which we all efteem fo highly, 
the Lord's Prayer is fet down in the Morning and 
Evening Services and the litany no fewer than five 
times ; and not once is it correctly given as it 
fluids in our prefent verfion at die Serif tures. In 
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the Bible the Lord's Prayer is given twee ; once 
in St Matthew's Golpel, and once in St Luke's. 
St Luke's verfion differs confiderably from the 
other. It omits the concluding doxology alto- 
gether ; and it alters the third petition, the fourth, 
and the fifth. St Luke's verfion, as it ftands, is 
almoft never repeated ; certainly it is not in the 
Book of Common Prayer. And in neither verfion 
does the word "trefpafles" occur. That word 
has been imported into the Prayer from the ex- 
planatory ftatement made by our Lord in St 
Matthew's Golpel, in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
verfes of the fixth chapter ; but which explanation 
is no part of the prayer itfelf. I have thought it 
right to call attention to this point, though quite 
aware that many will queftion its importance. 
That queftion I do not ftay to argue ; but, for my 
part, I have no defire, and fee no reafon, to alter 
the language of Scripture, e{pecially when it is 
tranflated fo fimply, fo correctly, and fo beautifully, 
as in the Lord's Prayer. 

There are two claufes in the text, either of which 
may be mifunderftood. This is a petition for par- 
don 5 but it is not the prayer of an unregenerate 
finner. It is not the cry which burfts from the 
lips of a man overwhelmed \fj ^ Secfe A N»& 
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guilt in prefence of the Lord. It is not the 
treaty of the foddenly awakened fool, who fees 
around him and beneath him the awful golf into 
which he is finking, and who, while Jejfbs is yet in 
fight, cries out, * Lord, fare me, I perinV No ; I 
have already {hown yon that the Lord's Prayer 
can only come aright from a Chrifhans heart; 
that it was given at firft to dhapies only; and 
that (till thole only can ufe it who in fincerity can 
lay," Oar Father!- Tlus petition is that of the 
man who has already come to the blood of fprink- 
Bng, who has been forgiven, who can lay, " The 
Lord is my portion.* He feels that, day by day, 
he fins ffilL " Iniquities prevail againft him," but 
he afks the Lord to u purge away his tranfgres- 
fions." The daily, hourly fins of the Chrifban, 
which he laments, againft which he ftruggles, the 
remits of indwelling fin, the falls which he receives 
in his great wreftle with the enemy ; thefe are the 
* debts' which the worfhipper here entreats God 
to ' forgive.* It is only the man who can add the 
iecond danfe who is entitled here to ale the firft; 
only he who can fay, < We, I, forgive our debtors,' 
who is encouraged to fay, a Forgjve as our debts." 
It is poffible alio to miftake the meaning of the 
other portion of the texx. u As ^«* foqf^ «w 
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debtors." This does not mean that God is to for- 
give us, juft in the way, or to the extent, that we 
forgive our debtors. We forgive feebly and im- 
perfectly, unwillingly and grudgingly. We can 
only partially forgive. Struggle as we may to 
banifh enmity, to " do good to thofe that de- 
fpitefully ufe us," and to " heap coals of fire on our 
enemy's head," to melt his heart by the potent 
power of love ; ftill, even where we have brought 
outward benefit and blefling in return for injury 
and unkindnefs, there remains enough to remind us 
that the old man is within us, dying, but not yet 
dead. And we do not afk here that our imper- 
fections fhould be the meafure of God's gift to us. 
We do not make our hearts the ftandard of God's 
actions. We do not afk for what we deferve ; or 
that God would meafure out His bleffings in the 
ftrift balance of what is juftly due to us. By no 
means. Were it fb, the petition would be a fatal 
one ; difhonouring to Jehovah, ruinous to us. 
The gift of God is not according to our merits, 
but " according to the riches of His glory in Jefus 
Chrift." 

The meaning of the text is very different. It is 
that, inafmuch as we, the difciples of Jefus, are en- 
abled, however imperfectly > to fot^jN*. ckjx is&fcssv^ 
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we alk for ourfelves pardon, perfect pardon, from 
God. The meaning is brought clearly out by St 
Matthew in that explanation of the Lord's Prayer 
to which I have already referred : "For if ye for- 
give not men their trefpafles, neither will your 
Heavenly Father forgive your trefpafles." Where 
there is no forgiving fpirit in the man who prays, 
there will be no pardon for him. Without this, a 
man dare not prefent the petition of the text. 
f His prayer would become fin.' But it is the 
exiftence of this fpirit, not its meafure, not its 
ftrength, that conditions the pardoning mercy of 
God. 

In entering more at length on this petition, there 
feem three things in it which fiiggeft themfelves 
for notice. There is here confeflion 5 there is con- 
fidence ; and there is a promife on the part of him 
who prays. 

I. There is here a confeflion of fin : ( * Our 
debts." 

The term here employed is drawn from the 

ufage of the Syriac language, in which pur Lord 

and His difciples fpoke. It is not meant that the 

metaphor be carried out in interpreting the petition. 

The meaning is fimpYy, cl "SoxgNfc \j& o\xx fins." 
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There is here, then, a fenfe of fin abiding in the 
Chriftian. It enters into his prayer. Even when 
he is neareft to God, when his confidence is great- 
eft, when he feels God's love moft, it abafes him 
in the duft. 

We muft diftinguifh between fiich a fenfe of fin, 
and that which the unpardoned finner feels when 
confcience is awake. They are different both in 
extent and kind. The Chriftian has not the fame 
cold, crufhing weight upon his foul, which the con- 
cerned finner bears, before he has found that peace 
which is in Chrift. He has already felt that mercy 
has been granted him, that the blood of the cove- 
nant Lamb has been fprinkled on him, that he has 
become a child of God. The finner, awakened, 
feels as if the wrath of God were fettled on his 
foul, lowering over him like fome dark thunder- 
cloud, ready to burft : the Chriftian has feen that 
bolt fall, but not on himfelf, has feen that cloud 
difpelled, and in calm joy has lifted up his heart 
and voice to his Father in Heaven. The finner 
trembles at the warnings of the law, and ftands 
like the people of Ifrael before the awful mount, 
" exceedingly fearing and quaking * at the voice of 
God: the Chriftian forrows as he ftands in thought 
upon Mount Calvary, and £&!&% *x xkfc. &^&%> 
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loving Jefus in His agony, and thinks that he has 
finned againft love like His. The /inner feels 
himfelf condemned; he is aroufed from (lumber, 
like the paffenger in that fated (hip which has 
ftruck fail upon a funken rock, and who finds 
around him wild confufion, and beneath him the 
profpeft of a fure and fpeedy death : the Chriftian 
bows in fadnefs to think he has forgotten the kind 
voice of the Saviour, who once died for him on 
earth, and now intercedes for him in Heaven. 
The one is alarmed at the thought of danger and 
deftru&ion unending : the other abhors himfelf 
that he is fo defiled, and fitteth in duft and aihes. 
The one is terrified at condemnation : the other is 
grieved at ingratitude. The one fays, " What muft 
I do to be faved ?" the other fays, " What fhall I 
do to be fanftified ?" 

Now, fome might fuppofe that this fenfe of fin 
would get lefs and lefs in the Chriftian's heart, as 
he came nearer to the end of his period of proba- 
tion, till at length it almoft wholly difappeared ; 
juft as in the kindling dawn the fhadows become 
fainter, till they fade into the light of perfeft day. 
But this is not the cafe. On the contrary, the 
Chriftian's fenfe of fin feems to grow upon him, 
in/lead of Je/Iening, from year to ^eax. Two pro- 
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cefles, which feem contrary and inconfiftent, but 
are not, are going on within him. Sin is getting 
lefs, and the fenfe of fin is getting greater. He 
is advancing in all the requirements and graces of 
the Chriflian life : and yet he grieves over his re- 
maining fin, more at the laft than near the begin- 
ning of his advance. This feems a paradox. It 
may be fo, but it is true j for one element in fin is 
infenfibility to itfelf ; and one grace of the Chriflian 
is hatred to fin. There is a fenfitivenefe to fin (ib 
to fpeak) which is part of the Chriftian's charafter, 
which grows with his growth, and ftrengthens 
with his ftrength. The holier that a foul becomes, 
the more acute is conference. The more it loves 
purity, the more it hates fin. The ftandard by 
which a man tries his own adtions is raifed : he 
fees more of the fpirituality of the law of God 5 
he fees more clearly how far he comes ftiort of it \ 
he feels more deeply his feparation from it. It is 
when the fnow of winter has juft fallen in virgin 
beauty on the field that the flighted Ipeck or ftain 
is vifible upon its furface. But the more a Chris- 
tian becomes fitted for heaven, juft the darker 
feems the flighted failure in duty or the leaft im- 
perfeftion in his motives. I do not wonder at 
this growing fenfe of fin. So \ox\%3& ^& <&&. \ass^ 
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impure and fallen and defaced, remains, there 
mud be forrow and ftruggle in the heart. The 
Chriftian's courfe is infinite ; he can fee no end to 
it. The wide gulf between imperfection and per- 
fect purity, between the fin of earth and the ftain- 
leflhefs of Heaven, cannot be meaiured : and the 
more you fee of that purity, the better you realiie 
that ftainleflhefs, the farther will it feem to be away, 
and the harder to be attained. I can well concave 
how the apoftle Paul fhould be in his ripe old age 
a far meeker Chriftian, a far humbler man, than 
when he flrft vifited Jerufalem, or left Antioch to 
preach the gofpel. I. can underftand how he few 
his ftandard of duty rife year by year j how he ex- 
petted more of himfelf in the caufe of Chrift; how 
he felt more keenly his inability to do all that he 
might wifh ; how he forrowed more intenfely at 
every dark thought which clouded his foul in the 
fervice of God. We have known a traveller paffing 
along the valley, think that the little hill before 
him, which he is about to climb, is the goal he has 
to reach. When he has reached its top, there is 
another flill to climb, and from that he fees another; 
and flill hill on hill, rifing to the far diftance, till 
he defpairs of reaching to the higheft. And the 
tailor who has paffed Vas ftxft. Akj oh xksa ^mde 
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ftiorelefs ocean, thinks he has feen the extent of 
lea, and that land muft foon be within fight; but as 
day after day he fails on, only to find himfelf 
farther from any ftiore, more lonely among the 
ocean fblitudes, he begins to realife how wide and 
vaft is the furface over which he is tracking his 
perilous way ! And fo the Chriflian, when he 
firft effays to climb that narrow way which leadeth 
unto life, realifes not the work which is before him, 
or the diftance he has yet to go ; but as year after 
year reveals higher hills of duty, which he muft 
climb ere ever he can reach his home, he feels his 
weaknefs more, and his need of the fupport of 
God. So does the Chriflian, as he pafles over the 
ftiorelefs fea of God's infinite grace, find it ever 
deeper, wider, more awful, till, loft in the contem- 
plation of its vaftnefs, he feels how little of it he 
can comprehend or call his own. Thus he grows 
humbler day by day. His fin is leflening, but his 
fenfe of it is deepening. There are fewer things 
to lament, but he grieves over thefe more keenly. 
And to the very laft, when men can difcern in him 
nothing but what is patient and good, he continues 
increafingly to mourn his guilt and ftiortcomings, 
to ufe the language of confeffion, and to fay, 
" Forgive us our debts !" 
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II. There is in the text an expreflion of confi- 
dence. The Chriftian comes unto God, faying, 
<c Forgive us " all thofe debts which I have con- 
fefled before Thee. 

And notice, that it is a free pardon for which the 
Chriftian afks. He cannot do anything more to 
obtain it, or to deferve it, or to purchafe it, than 
the finner can. The believer is wholly undeferving 
of mercy from God. After doing his utmoft in 
duty, he flill falls fhort, he is ftill " an unprofitable 
fervant." Even when making thegreateft facrifice, 
he is not doing all he might have done ; he is ftill 
w lefs than the leaft of God's mercies." Woe be to 
the Chriftian if he has any fpiritual pride ! Woe be 
to him if he ever think himfelf entitled to afk a 
fpecial blefling, becaufe of work that he has done ! 
Woe be to him if he ever fubjeft himfelf to the 
fearching and rebuking queftion, " What haft thou 
that thou haft not received ?" Let this thought 
ever keep him humble. He is nothing, fave what 
the Holy Spirit makes him. He has nothing, fave 
what the Father beftows upon him. His every 
grace is the fpecial gift of the Lord. And what- 
ever he receives is " not of works, but of grace, 
left any man fhould boaft." His pardon is free 
and undeferved. He catvxvot th&& w^xttkm to 
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God for any fin. Unlike the prifoner on earth, 
who can fometimes in his confinement do good 
fervice to the State, and has his fentence remitted 
as his reward, the Chriftian cannot atone for any 
fin that he has done. Each hour in the prefent 
and the future has its own duty, and needs all our 
ftrength. We cannot repair the fins of the paft. 
Even the zeal of Paul, the apoftle, could not atone 
for one fin of Saul the perlecutor. Even his 
ftoning and ftripes could not wafh away the guilt of 
ftoning the martyr Stephen. Keenly he felt what 
every Chriftian feels, that for fin there is but one 
remedy, the blood of Jefus \ that for the fins of all 
the paft, and for the fins of every day, for the fins 
which nearly bring our fouls to hell, and the fins 
which grieve the Spirit within our hearts, we mull 
go alike to Jefus. His only is the cleanfing blood ; 
His only the power to lave j His only the right to 
pardon. It is free grace which laves the finner : 
it is free grace alfo for which the Chriftian alks, 
when he fays, c< Forgive us our debts." 

It needs, then, confidence to make a requeft like 
this. And on what does fuch confidence reft ? 
Whence is it gathered to make the believer bold ? 
It is founded in part on the love of God, which 
has been tried and tefted already b^ the Ckr&xas^ 
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He has known already what that love has done to 
pardon fin. It gave the only-begotten Son of the 
Father to be a vidHm and a ranfom for us. It 
{mote with its own hand that Son when hanging 
on the crofs, that He might die for finners. And 
when the lonely cry of the forfaken One role from 
Calvary, feeking for its beloved Father, that love 
forbore and was filent, and left the Son, forfaken 
and in folitude, to die. And thus grandly does the 
apofUe argue : " He who fpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how {hall he not 
with him alfo freely give us all things ? " That 
Divine love can refufe the Chriftian nothing that is 
good. Hence he has confidence. Hence "he 
comes boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain 
mercy." 

It is founded on the blood of Jefiis Chrift. He 
{ays, " Forgive us," in the name of the Deliverer. 
He knows that Chrift is " able to fave, even to the 
uttermoft, all that come unto God by him." He 
knows the power of the Divine Redeemer, which 
allows none committed to Him to be loft. It is on 
that blood he is refting, which is moft precious ; 
on that work he is founding, which is all-fuffident; 
on that interceflion he is relying, which is all-pre* 
valent. Hence he cannot c\o\&L Hence the con*- 
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fidence of the petition, " Father, forgive us our 
debts." 

It is founded alfb on the acceptablenefs of the 
petition itfelf. For fome things which we afk in 
prayer, we are not certain of God's approval. We 
ftrongly defire them, and we think they would 
conduce to our happinefs ; but it becomes us to afk 
them in dependence on God's will, and be content 
not to have them, if fuch be His decree. But this 
is a prayer about which there can be no doubt. 
It is one which God loves to hear. There is no 
fight more lovely in the eyes of the ranfomed and 
the angels, than to fee a finner on his knees afking 
mercy in Chrift ; and no found which fills them all 
with higher joy, than the found of a low petition 
for forgivenefs dealing its way upwards to the 
throne of Heaven. And next to the Tinner's prayer 
for pardon, there is none more grateful there than 
the Chriflian's. I doubt not that the fifty-firft 
Pfalm caufed many a long in Heaven far fweeter 
than itfelf. I doubt not that Peter, with his fifher's 
coat caft about him, wading through the waves to 
the ftiore, was received by his Matter with a joy 
only fecond to that which filled the heart of the 
Redeemer, when Andrew firft brought his brother 
unto Jefus. " There is joy \xv l\&ro*ft. w«* ^ksr- 
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finner that repenteth." There is joy too over one 
Chriftian, who in the very {pint of filial and un- 
fearing confidence, which God loves becaufe it 
honours Him, fays from the heart, " Forgive us 
our debts." 

ILL There is implied in the text a certain pro- 
mife or tow 00 the part of him who prays : u As 
we forgave out debtors." That means, that in 
time to come we (hall freely, fully, from the heart, 
forgive thofe who fin againft us. The fpirit of 
forgivenefs, as the condition of being forgiven, and 
as a teft of the Chriftian, is fet before us in the 
text. No one could prefent this petition aright 
without forgiving others. In the lips of a man 
who cherifhed an unforgiving fpirit, this would not 
be a prayer, it would be a mockery. The man 
who would vifit on his neighbour the fin he had 
done againft him ; who, like the man in the 
parable, would caft his fellow-fervant into prifon 
for an offence againft him ; the man who would 
track him from place to place to be revenged : 
how could fuch a man prefent the petition of the 
text ? How would fuch a prayer found ? What 
would be the language of fuch a one when inter- 
and tranflated into vkhAs? Would it not 
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be this ? — ' Lord ! I know the bleffings of forgive- 
nefs ; I know how much a man yearns for them ; 
I know how terrible it is to be purfued for ven- 
geance : yet fo purfuing my brother, I pray Thee 
to pardon me ! Lord ! I have committed againft 
Thee very many and grievous tranfgreflions ; I 
cannot reckon them, and cannot eftimate them; and 
this my brother has done againft me fome trivial 
things which have annoyed and vexed me j I can- 
not pardon him, but I befeech Thee to pardon me!' 
Is this a prayer which a juft and holy God could 
receive ? Could any anfwer come to fuch a man ? 
One thing could not be forgiven — his unforgiving 
fpirit ! That is a fin which would rife largely 
before the throne. No one can fincerely afk for 
pardon unlefs he can pray for grace to pardon 
others. No one can lay truly, "Forgive us our 
debts," unlefs he can add, "as we forgive our 
debtors.'' 

But again, a forgiving fpirit feems more or lefs 
necefTary to every Chriftian. To be unforgiving, 
is to be without a deep fenfe of fin. No one, 
bending to the duft under a fenfe of his total un- 
worthinefs ; no one who feels that he is finful duft 
and afhes j no one who wonders how fuch a man 
as he can ever obtain an entrance uato tts^^w^. 
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take his ftand on the high pedeftal of human re- 
fentment, can claim the right of vengeance, can 
lay, " I will not forgive!" The unforgiving man 
is without a Chriftian's fenie of fin. 

No one who is unforgiving can have a true, 
lively faith in Chrift. Knowing that Chrift fhed 
his blood for finners 5 knowing that Chrift hates 
every fin, and perhaps none more than being un- 
forgiving; remembering that even on the crofs 
Chrift prayed for his murderers ; remembering 
that fide by fide his brother and himfelf muft ftand 
at judgment, where their little differences will feem 
as nothing in the terrible fcrutiny of God : no one 
with this faith can fay wilfully, " I will not pardon 
him." The unforgiving man is alfo unbelieving. 

He is without true gofpel love. The fecond 
great commandment he is expreflly breaking. 
His brother, who has offended him, is his neigh- 
bour. That man he is commanded to love even 
as himfelf. Is he doing fo ? He is not. He is 
hating him. He means to hate him in the future. 
He means to break this commandment. He will 
not forgive his brother. He will not love his 
neighbour. How, then, can that man be a Chris- 
tian at all ? 

Thus this condition feems tk^Sotj 10 the Chris- 



The Cbrijliaris Sins. 149 

tian. He muft make this promife as he repeats 
this prayer. He muft be able to fay, "Forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors." 

And " how often ftiall my brother offend againft 
me, and I forgive him — until feven times ? And 
Jefus laid, I lay not, Until feven times ; but, Until 
feventy times feven." Forgiyenefs has no limit. 
However often our brother offend us, however 
aggravated be his tranfgreflion, we are equally 
bound to pardon. Unlimited forgivenefs is the 
dictate of Him who has no bounds in His pardon 
offered to us. He who fays, <c Though your fins 
be as crimfon they ftiall be as wool," commands 
us, though our brother's offences be as crimfon, to 
forgive them from the heart. Of courfe I am not 
fpeaking of earthly juftice. Neither am I referring 
to the juft feeling of indignation which cannot but 
rife towards finners as fuch in our breaft. I am 
fpeaking of perfonal offences and perfonal forgive- 
nefTes ; of the uprooting of enmity from the foul ; 
of the baniftiing of all hatred and vengeance from 
the heart. Such a fpirit is directly demanded by 
the text. No one who does not poflefs it can ufe 
this petition aright. 

And now, fuffer me a word in conclufion. It has 
always feemed to me that this ^tojsx \K£&R&&&<fcNsi 
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the cafe of many, a very awful one : " Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors." Are we, 
then, forgiving our debtors? Can we put our 
hands on our hearts, and fay, ' We are forgiving 
them ; we afk for grace to forgive them ; we {hall 
ftrive through that grace to forgive them.* Be- 
caufe, if not, what are we a/king in this petition ? 
We are afldng that, inalmuch as we forgive, we 
may be forgiven ; that, inalmuch as we do not for- 
give, we may not be forgiven ! We are afldng 
ibmetimes for a curie, we are uttering fometimes 
an imprecation on ourfelves ! This is an awful 
prayer within a finner's lips. It is a prayer to 
make even the humbleft and mod earneft among 
us paufe and tremble. But is it not a prayer 
which might well be taught by Jefus Chrift ? Is 
there one quality in all his holy character more pro- 
minent than this fpirit of forgivenefs ? Was there 
one word of his more divine, than that prayer on 
the crofs, which ever feems as an echo to ring in 
our ears, when we offer this petition ? Is there 
any aft of God in which we are more concerned 
than His forgivenefs ? And, if to be like Him is 
the higheft attainment of man, for what fpirit 
Ihould we more earaeftly pray than that we fhould 
be enabled to " forgpve out &&fto\* V 
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" Lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil." 

— Matt, vi. 13. 

RETHREN, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations, knowing 
that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience" (James i. 2). With thefe 
remarkable words an apoftle begins his epiftle. I 
wifti to bring them into contraft with the language 
of the text, " Lead us not into temptation." The 
one calls on believers to rejoice in temptation ; the 
other calls on them to pray againft it. Is there 
not fomething like contradiction here ? 

Nor are thefe the only paflages of Scripture in 
which this feeming contradiction occurs. " God 
did tempt Abraham," fays the Book of Genefis. 
" Let no man lay when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God, for He tempteth not any man," lays the 
Epiftle of James. 
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" Blefled is the man that endureth temptation," 
fays an infpired apoftle. " Watch and pray that 
ye enter not into temptation," fays our blefled Lord. 

Are thefe contradi&ions, indeed ? Is the Spirit 
of Truth inconfiftent with Himfelf ? No ; in order 
to underftand thefe paflages, and others like them, 
we muft bear in mind that there are two kinds of 
temptation, — one which is ufually called trial, and 
one which is always called temptation. What is 
trial ? It is a fearching and a bringing out to light 
what is within a man. It is ufually done by fbrrow 
and difficulty. Fire is the great method of the re- 
finer ; and when he cafts into the furnace his lump 
of metal, it is to afcertain how much of it is pure, 
and to feparate the drofs that he may caft it away. 
So God fubjecls men to a moral procefs, that he 
may make manifeft to themfelves and to others 
what is their real character, and that he may purge 
them from impurity and fin. Trial, then, has two 
characleriflics : it is a tell, and it is a purifier. 
Sorrow and difficulty are its chief inftruments. 
And in the alembic of fuffering or of ftruggling, 
the Heaven-born virtues of a man's foul are fepa- 
rated from his fins and frailties ; men fee him as he 
i s, and he is fan&ified before them. What is temp- 
tation ? It is an inducement to commit fin ; a procefs 
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which feeks to ftrengthen and bring out the evil 
tendencies of a man's heart ; to lead him away 
from God, and to fink him lower into guilt. 
Pleafure is generally its inftrument ; fome bait that 
allures and attracts the finful difpofitions ; worldly 
joy; the fleeting and fading pleafiires of time. It 
is by this means that the finner becomes hardened; 
it is by this means that the Chriftian falls. There 
is, at leaft, a threefold difference between trial and 
temptation. Their objects are different : trial 
being fent to conquer fin, and make the foul draw 
near to God as its true comfort and its only 
ftrength; temptation being fent to wean the foul 
away from God, and make it grovel amid the fin- 
ful fcenes and pleafiires of time. Their inftruments 
are different: trial ufing the hardfhips and the 
forrows of the world, thofe which prefs men 
down and lacerate their hearts, to point them to 
a better world where no fuch evils come ; temp- 
tation turning to them the fair and funny fide of 
fin, in order to perfuade the man to fet his heart 
upon the world, "to eat and drink and to be 
merry " Their authors are different: trial pro- 
ceeding from the infinite wifdom and the divine 
love of our Father in Heaven, fent to us, not in 
anger, but in His gracious mercy, and His defire to 
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do us good; temptation coming from our own 
fallen hearts, or from evil afibciates, or conceived 
amid the machinations of hell, and arifing with the 
fmoke out of the bottomlefs pit. Satan never 
tries; and God never tempts > any man. Trial, 
therefore, is to be borne mbmiflively and meekly. 
We may pray that it may not come upon us, but 
only in mbmiiBon to the will of God. Like our 
Saviour in the garden, we may lay> €€ Father, if it 
be Thy will, let this cup pais from me j nevertheless, 
not my will, but Thine be done ! 9 ( Send not afflic- 
tion, O God ! if it be Thy will to Ipare us. 
Plunge us not into poverty and hardfhip. Smite 
us not with difeafe. Take not, oh, take not ! the 
darlings of our hearts, the children of our homes 
away. But ftill Thy will be done! If this be 
wifeft, do it, and (anctify the blow ! * Temptation, 
on the other hand, we are always to refill. « Lead 
us not into it." * Prevent it from coming near us. 
Help us to caft it from us. May we never enter 
into it. But, if through any caufe we fhould 
fo enter, and if evil furround us, do Thou moft 
gracioufly, we pray, deliver us from evil.' 

But this dhtinftion which I have fought to draw 
would not be complete without two remarks : 
The one is, that the two ^otte^vcal md tempta- 
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tion, have never been generally diftinguiihed from 
each other, either in the Bible, or our common 
ufage, either in the Greek language, or in our own. 
This may arife from a faft to be immediately re- 
ferred to \ but it is this circumftance which gives 
rife to the feeming inconfiftency between various 
paflages of Scripture, which yet are quite in har- 
mony with each other, and are feen to be fo, when- 
ever we realife the diftinftion between the heaven- 
fent trial which feeks to purify, and the fin-fent 
temptation which feeks to pollute us. The other 
remark is, that trial is fometimes made to pafs into 
temptation ; and that temptation fometimes becomes 
merely trial. We can readily conceive how God 
our Father fends affiittion to a family, to wean 
them from the world, and to place even their 
earthly love on a higher and more enduring bafis. 
This is trial in the proper fenfe of the word. But 
the evil which is within us, aided by the fuggeftions 
and promptings which come from without, may 
make us murmur, may harden us into felf-righteous- 
neis, and brood with fad perfiftency repiningly 
upon our lofs. And then the trial has been per- 
verted into a temptation 5 the evil heart within us 
has found a means of evil in a meflenger of good, 
and what was meant to draw us to G<A V&aVirkbw 
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made to fink us deeper in fin. And again, I can 
conceive temptation becoming merely trial. The 
temptations of our Lord did fo. They were fent 
for evil, but they met with no unholy defires 
within the Saviour to fecond them, and fo they 
merely gave him pain. Grievous pain it was, and 
of a peculiar kind, but thus they ferved merely in 
his cafe the purpofes of trial. And wherever a 
Chriflian is living very near to God, and fetting his 
heart almoft wholly on "the things that are above,* 
I can underftand temptation having no fuccefs in 
leading him to fin, and merely making him grieve 
over evil thoughts prefented to his mind which he 
abhors. Thus do thefe two things, in themfelves 
fo diverfe, fo diftinct in their authors, their inftru- 
ments, and their objects, fometimes pals into each 
other ; and it is this faft, I doubt not, which in 
various languages, and both in Biblical and common 
ufage, has led to the words which denote their 
being ufed fometimes in one fenfe, and fometimes 
in another. 

The petition of the text is a twofold one, and in 
this refpeft differs from all the other petitions in 
the Lord's Prayer. But while it has two parts, it 
ieejjns to me to have one great fubjeft. Tempta- 
tion is the fubjett of berth raap£&&. The firft afks 
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that we be not led into temptation ; and the lecond, 
that if tempted, we may yet be delivered from 
" the evil w which temptation is lb apt to bring. 
That this petition ought not to be regarded as two 
petitions, feparate and diftinft, is, I think, plain 
from its verbal ftru&ure, the conjun&ion "bid* 
uniting the two claufes very dofely, fhowing how 
the one depends on the other for force and meaning, 
in a way which has no parallel in any of the other 
petitions in this Lord's Prayer. 

And how can God be faid to " lead us into 
temptation ?" Many have found a difficulty here. 
And fome have fuppofed that the meaning muft be, 
€C Let us not fall into temptation ;" or, " Leave us 
not in temptation.* 1 But this, I think, admits of a 
clear and fatisfa&ory fblution. Temptation comes 
to us through the outward circumftances of our 
lot and life, which our own hearts, or evil com- 
panions, ufe to tempt us to fin. God orders our 
lot. He afligns to us our places in life, and pre- 
iides over each event that happens to us. And as 
He w leads us " into thofe circumftances by which 
we are tempted, He may, in this fenfe, be faid to 
u lead us into temptation." And when we offer 
the petition of the text, we mean to afk, that we 
(hall not be led into fuch circumftarvc^ *& \aa^ 
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eafily be made the peculiar means of our being 
tempted. 

I. "Lead us not into temptation." There are 
various ways by which a man is tempted. Some- 
times it is in the path of duty; fometimes it is 
ignorantly, and without premonition j and fome- 
times through carelefs indulgence of fome finful or 
queftionable defire. Let us take thefe three claiTes 
of cafes, and fee how the firft portion of the text 
is fuitable and needful to each of them. 

I. Sometimes in doing duty we are tempted. 
Sometimes duty brings us into difficult and even 
appalling circumflances, where we are forely 
tempted to fin, when we can efcape both difficulty 
and danger by turning our back on duty altogether. 
This was the cafe with the apoftles towards the 
clofe of the Saviour's life. Three of them were 
taken by Jefus to the garden of Gethfemane, and 
were made fpeftators of the awful myftery and 
crifis of our redemption, where for the firft and 
only time the refolution of the Redeemer to proceed 
and die for man feemed to tremble in the balance. 
There they were overcome by deep and fbrrow ; 
and the ever-loving Jefus, coming back three times 
from his foul-ftrugg\e Vrvfo\\X\\dfc to find them heed- 
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lefs of the dangers before them, knowing well how 
forely they would be tempted to abandon, defert, 
and deny Him, folemnly warned them to " Watch 
and pray, that they might not enter into tempta- 
tion." Duty was apparently about to lead them 
into it ; and He taught them to pray that they 
might not be tempted. 

This was the cafe with "the noble army of 
martyrs." Their very allegiance to Chrift and 
fealty to the truth brought them into temptation. 
They had themfelves no fliare in bringing about 
the terrible ordeal to which they were fubje&ed, 
lave in fo far as duty called them to be faithful. 
It was juft their faithfulnefs, refufing to deny their 
Mafter, refufing compliance with heathen rites, re- 
fufing to cancel and retraft their adherence to the 
truth, — it was this that fixed the flake and lit the 
martyr fires. And when they faw what was in- 
evitably to be their end ; when, led out from 
their dark and dripping dungeon to the midft of 
the furious crowd, they came nearer and faw the 
preparations made for death ; when they heard the 
roar of the wild beafts which they were foon to 
face, or faw the pile ready to be lighted on which 
they were to ftand; then, when the lafl opportunity 
was given them— when poor, trembling flafc. ^-*?> 
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made to choofe between renouncing Chrift or 
meeting death — theirs was a terrible temptation. 
They had but to fpeak a word 5 the fpirit was 
willing, but the flefh was weak. It was their 
very duty that led them into temptation. 

And fb it often happens now, that we are bound 
by duty to enter upon fcenes where our Chriftian 
faithfulnefs will be feverely tried. The Chriftian 
is often placed in a pofition where the cuftoms of 
the world, or the fafhion of fociety, or the fear of 
men, would lead him to go wrong, or at leaft to 
be filent where he ought to fpeak. How often is 
the minifter of Chrift led to rebuke praftices, and 
fmgle out fome favourite fins of his congregation, 
which it would be far more pleafant for him to 
pafs by ! How often does he feel that if he fpeak 
lb plainly as he knows he ought to fpeak, many 
will be offended, many will condemn him, many 
will turn away ! Prudence will whifper filence, and 
friends will counfel that the fubjeft be avoided. 
Duty is leading him into temptation. And the 
private Chriftian experiences the fame. A Chris- 
tian child in a finful family is led by her filial love 
into many a temptation ; is led into fcenes where 
fhe muft refift, and where fhe ought to fpeak. 
And it is in thefe mmot eveox&vot ^hlch the world 
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never hears ; in the cares and trials which furround 
the path of duty ; in thofe temptations which we 
find around us, and which try us far more forely 
than others can believe : it is here that the martyr 
fpirit is continued in the world, that the persecuting 
flames are yet burning, and witnefs-bearing for the 
Saviour is ftill not unknown. 

And here the petition of the text comes to our 
aififtance. "Lead us not into fuch temptation." 
' The flefti is weak. We are unable of ourielves 
to ftand. There is danger of our falling away. 
Like the apoftles, we may be found fleeping in 
Gethfemane. like them, we may be found defert- 
ing Chrift, or denying him in the judgment-hall. 
Permit not fuch a trial to be put to us. Lead us 
not into temptation, that we may not fall !' 

2. Sometimes we are led ignorantly into tempta- 
tion. Without knowing what is before us, ex- 
pecting, it may be, fomething entirely different, we 
find ourielves encompafled by circumftances of 
difficulty, and befet by violent temptation. Utterly 
ignorant as we are of the future, knowing not 
what a day may bring forth, we cannot tell in 
what pofition to-morrow may find us. A man 
may meet his tempter as he turns the next corner 
on his way. Where we look not fox "^m^%a^ 
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temptation ftrong. And it is when taken unpre- 
pared that the greateft danger comes. It is when 
off our guard that the enemy obtains moft readily 
his advantage. It is when the ear of the fentinel 
is not vigilant, that the foe may filently obtain an 
entrance, and overpower refiftance. Thus was it 
when David, fleeing for his life, and hunted on the 
mountains, came that night in the wildernefs upon 
the fleeping camp of Saul, went with his friend 
undetefted to the lonely tent of the king, and law 
there, extended and helplefs, the fleeping form of 
his enemy. The fpear was in the ground at his 
head, ready for David to grafp. The tempter was 
at his ear and at his heart. ( Smite him where he 
lies, and thy danger is over, and the crown of 
Ifrael is thine.* David left his hiding-place that 
night without any dread of fuch temptation ; and, 
while he dreamt not of his danger, he was in the 
midft of it. Thus was it, too, with the wicked 
Ahab. While walking in the neighbourhood of 
Jezreel, near his fuperb palace, he beheld, in the 
fair funfhine, the vineyard of a fubjeft ; the rich 
clufters were hanging on the vines, and terrace 
above terrace on the hillfide, it rofe in* beauty be- 
fore him. He defired to make it his own. He 
was willing to be a Ytoex?X YNtdca&t. There 
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could be nothing wrong in this. And it was not 
till he met the blunt refufal of the fubjett Naboth, 
" God forbid that I ftiould give thee my vineyard," 
and heard the evil fuggeftion of Jezebel, that he 
entered into temptation. Little thought he, as he 
went out that morning, as he beheld that vineyard 
firft, that it ftiould tempt him to the deftruttion 
and cruel death of a man whom as yet he might 
not have feen. Unawares, and unprepared, he 
entered into temptation, and he fell. 

Are we not fubjeft to fuch things every day ? Do 
not unexpe&ed events happen to us which lure us on 
to the commiflion of the greateft fins. It may be an 
evil companion who meets us as we walk. It may be 
a difficulty in bufinefs which a trifling fraud would 
fave. It may be an unpleafant charge from which 
a momentary lie would deliver us. Thefe pitfalls 
in our path are countlefs ; and, when we fancy 
ourfelves in the greateft fafety, danger is upon us. 
For fuch cafes, too, the prayer of the text is pro- 
vided : " Lead us not into temptation." We afk 
to be guided by an infinite wifdom where our own 
ignorance cannot fee. We afk the Divine Ruler 
and Difpofer of events fo to arrange and watch for 
us that we may not be tempted. We aflc that 
when our armour is off, and we are \i^q^nks*s> 
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of danger, it may not fuddenly aflail us. We afk 
that the dark future may not be full of pitfalls ; 
and that to-morrow may not prefent temptation for 
which we do not look. <r Thou Ruler of the 
univerfe! companionate the blindnefs by which 
we do not fee, and the weaknefs by which we 
cannot refift, guard us as we walk amid a hundred 
dangers. " Lead us not into temptation V * 

3. Sometimes (and this is perhaps the moft 
common, as it is certainly the moft dangerous cafe) 
— fometimes aman enters into temptation, whilecare- 
leflly courting the world, and purfuing its pleafures. 

I am not referring now (and I pray you to ob- 
ferve the difference) to a man committing fin, but 
to a man putting himfelf wilfully into a fituation 
where he may be tempted to commit fin. This is 
a diftinftion, brethren, which feems to place in their 
true light moft of the doubtful amufements which 
are in queftion between the world and the Church. 
There are many things which are not fins in them- 
felves, but which are temptations; and when a 
man enters wilfully, with open eyes, into tempta- 
tion, he has no right to expeft God to lave him. 
The prayer of the text is not for him ; he cannot 
fay, "Lead me not into temptation/' for he has 
entered it himielf, and he has no right to expect 
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that God will " deliver him from evil." God may 
do that for him as an undeferved mercy, but he 
cannot expe& it, and it is much more likely that 
the temptation he has courted may overcome him, 
and that he may fall into diigrace and iin. What, 
then, is it thus to enter into temptation ? I {poke 
of the difference between committing a fin, and 
going where we mould be tempted to commit a 
fin. How does this diftinftion praftically appear 
in life ? There are many things which in them- 
felves are innocent enough, but which are fur- 
rounded with danger to thofe who engage in them. 
A man may come out of the midft of them pure 
and clean, untouched by the evil, unpolluted by the 
pollution which he has feen or heard. But he has 
gone into danger ; he has entered into temptation. 
Need I fpecify individual inftances ? Need I bring 
the doftrines of the gofpel to bear on the pra&ices 
of the time by their very names ? I will fpeak at 
leaft of the theatre, with its feduftions to the man ; 
and of the public ball-room, with its inducements for 
.the woman. Do you tell me that they both are 
innocent in themfelves, that there is nothing finful 
in them while you have been there, that harmlefs 
pleafure, and intellectual recreation, and focial de- 
lights, are not at variance with the gofpel ? Sup- 
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pofe we grant that the theatre is not finful; fuppofe 
we admit that the ball-room is not finful,are they not 
places of temptation, places where the thoughts are 
carried away from religion, places where the thought 
of God would be an intrusion, and places which 
often, and even generally, lead to open and un- 
doubted fin ? Suppofe you are not direftly vio- 
lating the precepts of the gofpel by haunting them, 
can you, dare you deny that you are thereby 
entering on temptation ? Is it poflible to come 
away from them, and far on in the morning, amid 
the filence of the clofet, to offer this petition, 
"Lead us not into temptation?" If you can do 
this honeftly, and from the heart, then continue in 
them without fear. I do not fpeak of other things 
by name. I lay down only this general principle : 
to rufh into temptation is a fin ; to him who pre- 
fents the prayer of the text it is a mockery j and 
wherever you find temptation, there, unlefs duty 
conftrains, you muft not go. Anything eipedally 
that tends to lead the young man aftray from the 
paths of reftitude ought at once to be ihunned. 
You know the temptations which encircle the 
young man's path. You know how the evil com. 

panion, like the ferpent's whifper, leads him away. 

You know how the 6ift. i&^to. tt. *^ ^e-houie, 
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how the firft play at the theatre, how the firft game 
at the billiard table, has often been the ruin of 
young men. Mothers could tell us of their fons, 
and wives of their hufbands, this day, if we could 
hear their voices, how the mifsfpent Sabbath, or the 
firft evening of intoxication, was the date from 
which their deftruftion went on. Many a fad 
tale in yonder prifon tells us of temptation. Many a 
finner in our darkeft clofes, now in the grafp of the 
enemy, could tell us of one day when he entered 
wilfully upon temptation, and fince then has never 
flopped his courfe. Many a grave in yon crowded 
churchyard, if its filent inmate could find a tongue, 
would fhame and filence me to-day, in fpeaking of 
the danger of temptation. Who is above it ? who 
can defy it ? Of all our number this day, not one ! 
There is no man here, however ripe in piety, who 
can fafely enter into temptation, efpecially not the 
young. I tell every young man here to-day, and 
I have feen the fad truth of which I fpeak, that if 
he once enters within reach of temptation, — if, with 
his eyes open, wilfully braving and defying it, 
thinking that he is ftrong enough to wreftle with 
its power, he once cafts himfelf in the way of being 
tempted, there is no probability that he will not 
fall. He has no right to expeft it. Once let the 
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bait be before him, and there will fpring from his 
heart a power of fin, of which he has no concep- 
tion, to faften on it. Never did wild beaft bound 
from its lair with more unexpe&ednefs and fury 
upon the traveller paffing by, than that ftrange, 
undreamt of power of fin within his heart, when 
once it meets temptation : and as well might he 
think to bind the tiger with a leading-ftring, and 
lead him captive at his will, as to tame and reftrain 
that paffion, when once he has bid it be free. No; 
let all fuch prelumptuous trifling with fin, all fiich 
defiance of temptation, be far from you. Even in 
the beft "the flefh is weak." Even apoftles could 
fall before it. Let the fpirit of the text be that of 
every man. Aik grace to reftrain you, not after 
you have gone into the (hares of the enemy, but 
before you fet a foot within his domain! Afk 
grace to prevent you rufhing into anything fb 
dangerous as the allurements of Satan ! Afk grace 
to walk warily ! Remember your own weaknefs. 
It is even greater than you think. Remember the 
ftrength of the foe ; he is an archangel ftill ! Re- 
member the fate of others, in number countlefs, 
whole bones are lying at the mouth of the paflage 
which you are invited to enter. Wrecks of num- 
berlefs fhips are being wafhed upon the fhore by 
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thofe billows on which you are afked to launch 
your feeble bark. Look at your very tempters, 
how worn and wafted, how finful and wretched 
they are, the pitiful fhadows of men and women. 
Would you become like them ? If not, flee from 
their touch ! If not, prefent the prayer, " Lead us 
not into temptation !" 

II. The fecond part of the twofold petition of 
the text, " Deliver us from evil," demands a few 
words in explanation. 

I have fhown that there are many ways of falling 
into temptation, and that while one of thefe is 
through our own reckleflhefs, others imply no 
fault on our part. It is chiefly in the latter cafes 
that we are encouraged to pray: " Deliver us from 
evil !" I lay chiefly, not altogether, for we may 
not limit the grace of God. The blefled word 
ftands written for us, that " Chrift is able to fave 
to the uttermoft." The penitent thief was not 
paft the province of prayer, or the poflibility of 
pardon. And if the man, who with open eye has 
run into temptation, and fees ruin yawning before 
him, if he has it only in his heart to pray, faith to 
afk even then, God will not "turn away his 
prayer." Indeed, were it otherwife, "who then 
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could be laved ? w For every man who comes to 
Chrift with broken heart, comes from temptations 
into which he has wilfully entered, and entreats to 
be delivered from evil which he has brought upon 
himlelf. 

But yet the cafe which the fecond part of the 
text contemplates chiefly is not that of the man 
who has ruflied into temptation. It is rather that 
of the Chriftian, who ignorantly, or in the way of 
duty, has been tempted. And his prayer is, that 
in the midft of fuch temptation he may be pre- 
ierved and delivered. It is indeed a hard ftruggle, 
for which in fuch a cafe he muft be prepared. He 
is in the grafp of the enemy. He is committed to 
wrcftle with him, and to feel his fuperhuman 
power. But, brethren, when fo ftruggling with 
all his might ; when Jacob's wreftling at Penuel is 
thus in a different fenfe renewed in him, it is not 
too late, it is not hopelefs, to lift up our cry to God 
for help. God has promifed to provide a way 
of efcape to His people, when they are tempted. 
He, who opened the prifon doors to fet His lervants 
free, the very night before they were to be con- 
demned, is (till both able and willing to fuccour 
thofe who are tempted, when they cry to him. In 
the den of lions He vra& NJx^'OwoSeU *> ftiut the 
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lions' mouths, and make them fawn upon His 
prophet. Amid the flames of the (even times heated 
furnace, He was with His three fervants of old to 
forbid the fire even to finge their garments. Thefe 
men had met evil in the path of duty. They had 
cried to God for deliverance, and they were heard. 
God's own people, in ancient times, had obeyed 
God's voice, and gone out from Egypt, and were 
entering on the pitilefs defert. Certain deflrudtion 
feemed their doom ere they had gone far. Behind 
them was the army of Pharaoh, eager to vifit the 
blood of the firft-born upon their heads. Before 
them, cold and fullen, rolled the waters of the Red 
Sea, brooded over by threatening clouds and unlit 
by a fingle ftar. And between thefe two, a tremb- 
ling hoft of men, and women, and children, with- 
out a chariot of war, and all unufed to battle ! 
They were forely tempted. Duty had led them 
into it. And they might then have turned on 
Mofes and Aaron, and bound them faft with 
chains; they might have haftened back to the pur- 
fuing Pharaoh, and falling at his feet, have promifed 
to return to Egypt, and never liften to the voice of 
iedition again. But inftead thereof, they prefented, 
through the lips of Moles, the prayer, " Deliver us 
from evil !" And for them, that tcfj \&^,>&k. 
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the Red Sea divide its waves 5 over its. pebbly 
channel did that trembling hoft pais dry-food} and 
the foaming wall of waters 011 either fide, as it 
were eager to engulf them, was retrained by the 
mighty arm of their guardian God, till the heft of 
the enemy was battEng in the angry waves I And 
is that arm fhortened now that k cannot fitve ? Or 
» His ear heavy that it cannot hear ? No ; God 
is fKIl as able and as wilHng as ever, to make a way 
of efcape. What he did then by mirade,He does 
now in Providence. His ways are not now fo 
marvellous, bnt His mercies are as fore. Were 
miracles needful now, as they were then, they 
would be done for Chrifhans fHlL He who gave 
ns His Son, would deny ns nothing that was good 
and needful. Thofe for whom the miracle of love 
has been done, would not perifh for want of die 
miracles of power. But Providence now provides 
for every cafe, and embraces every difficulty in its 
common courfe. And without the interpofition of 
marvels, fave the ever-renewed marvel of grace and 
love, God anfwers the prayer of the tempted be* 
liever, " Deliver us from evil V 

Sometimes, indeed, no Inch anfwer comes, as 
the ChrifHan afks for, defires, and expects. His 
►rayer is that the evil \» tob&h*&. God does 
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reply, but it is in a different way. How was it, 
for inftance, in the cafe of Jefiis ? Look at Him 
in the garden of Gethfemane. Liften while He 
there prays that the cup might pafs from Him ; 
and while He adds the deepeft utterance of His 
foul, that neverthelefs the Father's will fhould be 
done. And how was even His prayer anfwered ? 
The cup was not taken away, nor was it emptied 
ere it was prefented to Him. A different refponfe 
came from the Father's heart, and manifefted "His 
will." " There appeared an angel from Heaven, 
flrengthening Him !" It was not " poffible " that 
the cup fhould pafs from Him, but ftrength was 
given to drink it ! Take a cafe more like our own. 
The apoftle Paul had a thorn in the flefh, " a very 
meffenger of Satan fent to buffet him," a tempta- 
tion that befet him fore. Earneftly, repeatedly, he 
prefented the prayer, " Deliver me from this evil." 
May this temptation pafs ! What was the anfwer 
he received from that Saviour who himfelf knew 
what it was to be tempted? The anfwer was, 
" My grace fhall be fufficient for thee 5 my ftrength 
fhall be made perfeft in weaknefs." Chriftian 
friend, are you in temptation ? Do you feel it to 
be ftrong ? Do you tremble for the refidt ? Ah, 
then, prefent the petition of the text, and\£ xis&^r»\ 
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to efcape be not provided ; if the priibn doors be 
not caft open *, if the waters which hem you in be 
not parted afunder ; if the cup be not removed ; 
if the thorn be not taken away : at leaft, in anfwer 
to your earneft entreaty, fuch grace, fuch ftrength, 
will be given, that you will be able to fay, " The 
Lord hath delivered me from every evil one," — 
"The Lord hath done great things for me, whereof 
lam glad!" 




EARTH'S HALLELUIAH. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
evei, Amen." — Malt. vi. 13. 

HAVE not had occafion before to 
point out certain refemblances be- 
tween the Lord's Prayer and various 
Jewiih petitions, which are too clofe 
to have been wholly accidental. "We have, you 
know, leveral inftances in which the faints of the 
New Teftamenv, and our Lord himfelf, uled in 
prayer the very words of the Old Teftament 
writers. When Mary, in the houfe of Elizabeth, 
broke forth into a pialm of thankfgiving, — that fub- 
lime 'Magnificat,' which the Church treafures ftill, 
— her full heart found its ready utterance in expres- 
fions, Ibme of which had already palled the lips of 
Hannah of old. And when our Saviour, in the 
depth and extremity of his woe on Calvary, uttered 
the (added and molt myfterious af H\s> cxw»vs.-w»» 
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in die words of David, " My God, my God, why 
haft thou forfaken me?* In die fame way, we 
find that portions of the Lord's Prayer remind us 
of requefts presented by the Jews about the rime 
of Jefbs Chrift, — requefts well known to him, and 
often ufed by his cfifaples. Echoes, as it were, of 
thefe holy thoughts and earneft yearnings, found- 
ing from afar, are heard in the courie of this prayer. 
For inftance, the fynagogue prayer, Kad£fcb t 
which is probably as old as the time of our Lord, 
begins in the following words : " Let GodT s great 
name be glorified and hallowed in die world. ... 
May He caufe His kingdom to have dominion in 
your life and in your days." The name of this 
prayer, Kad£fch y is derived from the Hallowing of 
God's Name, which occurs in it fo frequendy. 
The Rabbis hare a faying,, "Every prayer in 
which the name of God is not mentioned, is no 
prayer ;" and another, " That prayer in which the 
kingdom of God is not named, is no p ayer." 
Then we have this requeft in an old Jewifh prayer 
" Let thy name be hallowed in this world, as it is 
in Heaven.** We have this other, a May it pleafe 
to grant unto Thy people as much as may be 
for their nourishment, and to fatisfy their 
And once again, -we foA \Jeas> petition in a 
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Jewifh morning-prayer, "Lead us not into the 
power of fin, nor into temptation, nor into con- 
tempt ; remove from us evil de/ires." Thefe are 
from the prayers of the rabbis. But the doxology 
which forms our prefent text, feems alfo an echo 
from David's fong over his free-will offering for 
the building of the temple, " Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatnefs, and the power, and the glory ; . . . . 
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art 
exalted above all I" 

I need not fay that thele refemblances detract 
nothing from the Divine character of this prayer. 
How like our Lord it is, to remember that His dif- 
ciples' memories were full of holy words and 
thoughts, which were to them encircled by early 
and molt tender affociations, for the lofs of which 
nothing could compenfate ! And how, by purg- 
ing, and elevating, and arranging thefe fragments 
of their early prayers ; by breathing into them a 
heavenly fpirit; by clothing them with a higher 
meaning; did He make this a new prayer for 
them, while yet it retained the fanftity of for- 
mer days ! Hardly more did His ufe of David's 
words, in his own bitter agony, lend a new foul 
to that cry of forrow, than did His combining 
thofe few, feeble, far-off echoes c£ ^>n\^ ^-ro^** 
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into the new, grand, fimple fymbol, The Lord's 
Prayer ! 

I do not ftay now to argue the queftion, whether 
or not this doxology be an integral portion of the 
prayer as lpoken by Jefiis Chrift. We muft, in 
the pulpit, take many things for granted, as the 
refiilts of the ftudy ; and, for my own part, I can 
only fay I have not any doubt that thefe words 
of the prayer were as certainly (poken by Jefiis, 
as any other part of it. Juft as it was in His own 
doling hour on earth, He would have it be with 
His people's prayers. He, ere He clofed His lips 
in filent death, patted on from prayer to praile, 
from fed and earneft cries to a triumphant and 
jubilant fong, "It is finifhed ! w and He would have 
His people alio, when they have prefented all the 
defires of their hearts, to rife from entreaty to 
fong, from requeft to expeftation, from hope 
almoft to fight, faying, w Thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever, 
Amen." 

I. We are ftruck here, firft of all, by the word 
which ufhers in this doxology, and connects it 
with what goes before : " For. 9 The word indi- 
cates the reafon v/Yfj ^aa ^*&taro& have been 
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offered, the ground and confidence in which they 
have been fpoken, and the appeal by which we 
hope they fliall be heard. We afk all thefe 
things, becaufe we know that kingdom, power, 
and glory, all are Thine ; and that fact, which 
we fing joyfully, enfures an anfwer to our every 
requeft ! 

We have, then, here, in this conclufion to the 
Lord's Prayer, the ground on which it refts, and 
the reafbn for which it is offered in confidence. 
And fee how all the prayer is fummed up in thefe 
words, how the cries of holy defire converge to 
this fingle point ! Juft as the child's hymn often 
embodies more than the philofopher's wifdom, and 
as the heart often reaches truth which the mind 
fails to grafp, fo this little fong which the Chris- 
tian is taught to utter carries in it more than all 
the prayer befides. Call this the mere addition of 
man to the divine words of Jefus ! Show me in 
the prayer a diviner word than this ! 

Did the Chriftian begin his petitions with the 
words, rt Our Father"? Here thefe words are re- 
called. " Thine ! * The thought is carried back, 
and carried up to the great object of our prayer. 
Did he afk that Chrift would come again to vifit 
the world, manifefting His kk^giorcaA Wsstft -«^ 
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have die aflurance, w Thine b die kingdom !* — 

* Thine, O Saviour ! Thine even now !' Did we 
aflc that God's will might be * done on earth, as it 
b in Heaven'? Here we have the language of 
frith," Thine b the power!* — c Thine, O Spirit of 
God ! to cany out all Thy will !' Did we afk 
that u God's name be hallowed" ? Here, the re- 
joicing fool exclaims, u Thine b die glory!* — 

* Thine, O Father ! as it was in die beginning, b 
now, and ever {hall be!* And then, coming down 
to the other portion of the prayer, which concerns 
oar own neceffities, even ftOl more manifeftly b the 
doxology the fumming op of all thefe requefts. 
Do we need food and manna ? Do we yearn for 
pardon and die ipirit of forgiveoefs ? Do we pray 
to be kept from temptation, and delivered from evil? 
Then, are not all thefe needful to the coming of 
Quiffs kingdom; and made over to os by the 
fa& that He b king ? Are not all thefe affured to 
us by the truth that the power to do them all, for 
ns and in us, b the Holy GhofVs ? Have we not 
a pledge for thefe bleffings bang given us, in 
the declaration that fuch things beftowed on ns are 
fruitful to the Father's glory ? 

And thus the Chriftian child feems again to for- 
himfelf ; or, at leaft, as by an undertone of 
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feeling, to remember only that his higheft interefts 
are infeparable from the progrefs of God's caufe 
and the glory of God's name ; and Faith, growing 
bolder as it goes on from petition to petition, and 
dazzled at the increafing brightnefs of the Divine 
perfection, feems to forget the great diftance at 
which it ftands from Heaven, and the long cold 
years which intervene between the prefent and its 
reward; and, as if earth were already paft, and 
Heaven already come, as if fin were already con- 
quered, and its curie already over, takes up even 
here the fong of the ranfomed, and ends its pre- 
fent prayer, as yet it (hall end all prayer, in Halle- 
luiahs, finging, " Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever, Amen !" 

II. "Thine is the kingdom !" Glancing back, 
the Chriftian fings, * That kingdom of which we 
afk that it may come, and which, in its wide fweep, 
includes all that we defire !' And then, glancing 
upwards, he adds, * It is Thine !' 

This is no longer a requeft that it may come j 
it is the aflurance that it mult come. It is the con- 
fidence that it is Chrift's, and none other's ; and 
that it is furely His. 

I think we mifs much of the beauty of all this 
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prayer, and of its doxology in particular, if we do 
not fail to mark the truth of the Holy Trinity 
breaking through it. As the fbngs of Heaven arife 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, fo does this 
fong of earth. There is but one glory, revealed 
through the power of the Spirit, in the kingdom 
of the Son. 

And here, then, the Chriftian rejoices in the 
thought that the kingdom is Chrift's. The blood- 
bought kingdom ! Whofe King was once a fervant, 
whofe fubjefts once were rebels, whole realm once 
was loft, whofe glory once was clouded, whofe 
dominion is not yet begun, lave to the eye of 
Faith ! To that crown Chrift is the heir expect- 
ant, till all things be put under His feet ! The very 
Saviour, brethren, who was born at Bethlehem, 
and lay in Jofeph's lowly tomb ! The very 
Saviour, who taught us to repeat thefe words, and 
make them our own ! The very Saviour, whom 
we in weaknefs have loved, to whom in darknefs 
we have been clinging, without whom we know 
we muft perifti, but whofe prefence mult be the 
pledge to us that all is fafe ! Who is this King of 

ry ? The Son of man ! The child of Mary ! 

lis, of Nazareth and of Calvary, he is the King 

glory ! 
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His kingdom embraces all that we can afk. He 
can lay, Our Father ! Nay, there is a fenfe in 
which we can fay, Our Brother ! That kingdom 
fhall include us within its pale; yea, to Faith's fore- 
feeing eye, it does include us. And not only does 
it blefs us, but fee how it hallows God's name ; 
and fee how, taking earth up to Heaven, it effaces 
all diftinttion between them, and makes God's 
will be perfectly and fully done ! When that 
kingdom comes, the yearning of all creation fhall 
be anfwered ; interceflion fhall be done away ; the 
prayers of all God's people fhall ceafe : there fhall 
be nothing more to afk ! 

The kingdom is yet future ; it may, alas ! be far 
in the future ftill ! u We fee not yet all things put 
under Him." There are tokens and forefhadows 
all round us of the power and glory that await 
the Redeemer. Providence is under Him already, 
for " He upholdeth all things by the word of His 
power ;" and nothing can happen to us, whether 
joy or fbrrow, fiiccefs in life or dark bereavement, 
whether clear and funny hopes be ours, or dark 
cloud-encompafled doubts, but it is Jefus who 
fends and arranges all in His infinite tendernefs and 
love. Grace is under Him already, for u all power 
is committed unto Him in heaven and in earth," 
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and He reigneth over His own people, defending 
and delivering them from every evil thing, over- 
coming every foe, removing every obftacle, clearing 
every path, in doubt fuftaining, and in fadnefs 
cheering them, till paft the reach of every foe, and 
finding even "the laft enemy " powerlefs to hurt 
them, they are landed Me in Heaven ! Thefe are 
premonitions of what is yet to come. But thefe 
are mere preparations for the greater kingdom of 
glory. And the Chriftian has rifen in this prayer 
to a mount of holy vifion, to a new Mount Fifgah, 
overlooking the promifed land ; and his faith anni- 
hilates all diftance. He is fo fure that the kingdom 
of Chrift will come, fo fure that nothing can hinder 
it, fo fure that all events, however dark they feem, 
and all oppofition, however determined, are yet 
made to haften on its coming — that, like the 
traveller on the mountain-top, who fees far off the 
beam of early dawn before its fainteft radiance 
hath reached the valley or the town, he wel- 
comes it while others are in darkneis, and feeing 
its approach, exclaims, u Thine is the kingdom ! T 

III. u And the power l n This is an addreis, 
as I conceive it, to the Holy Spirit ; and the power 
referred to is not Omnipotence, but the power of 
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grace which the Spirit of God exercifes on the 
fouls of men. 

How well may the Chriftian rejoice in this 
power, when he has juft been afking God for all 
he needs and all that he defires ! Were there no 
fuch power of the Holy Ghoft, how could he afk, 
how could he receive any anfwer ? But now he 
knows that the Holy Spirit can do all he afks, that 
there is nothing too hard for Him to do, or too 
great for Him to give ! 

Look at this power in the converfion of a loft 
world, or the recovery of a loft finner. Were we 
able truly to eftimate the condition of a finner's 
heart, the laws which he has broken, and the 
barriers in the way of his return and pardon, we 
mould wonder indeed at the power which brings 
him back. A refponfible foul may not be com- 
pelled. He muft, if he will, be able to refufe to 
love, to honour, or to obey another. His very 
nature implies the awful power of refilling the will 
of God. By the laws which God has imprefled 
upon the univerfe, He has Himfelf (aid to His 
Omnipotence, a Hitherto haft thou come, but no 
farther fhalt thou go!" Over all dumb nature, 
over all fentient creation, Omnipotence ranges un- 
refifted. The Divine fiat brought it into being ; 
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the Divine word continues its exigence ; God has 
but to fpeak, and it fhall perifh. But before the 
foul of a child that power flops, arretted by the 
barrier 'of a refponfible will. To that foul God 
may call, but it will not anfwer ; God may fpeak, 
but it will not regard. That foul may choofe fin 
for its portion ; may refill the will, and fpurn the 
authority of God. It is another power than bare 
Omnipotence which is needed here, even " the 
power " of the Spirit over refponfible fouls, that 
" power" which is fung and celebrated in the text. 
It is a power fufficient to do all that the Chriftian 
has been afking throughout this prayer, whether it 
be in the heart of him who prays, or in the hearts 
of others ; whether it be the glorifying of God, 
or fatisfying the wants and fulfilling the yearnings 
of the fuppliant. It is a power of grace to melt 
and overcome a wilful and rebellious heart; a 
power to feize the finner in the midft of his ini- 
quity, and, while eagerly purfuing it, change him, 
by marvellous converting grace, into a child of 
God. It is a power to arreft the daring and har- 
dened worldly man, and bring him humbly to the 
cxofs ; to pierce the hearts of the fcoffer and the 
by the arrows of conviction, fo that, 
led and trembling, they come afking, "What 
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muft we do to be faved ?" The demon-poflefled 
finner, who finds in himfelf, and fhows to others 
that fin is the power and the evil of devils, is feen 
fitting, clothed, in his right mind, at the feet of 
Jefus. The captive, long groaning under his 
chain, and bewailing his fpiritual bondage, is fitting 
there ferene and joyful, his broken chains around 
him, and the loving face of Jefus near. And the 
fweet and happy tempered foul, that long knew 
nothing better than earth's portion and joy, has 
had a higher boon given her, and a nobler defire 
implanted ; at the feet of Jesus fhe has found " the 
one thing needful," which is better here, and which 
fhall never be taken away from her ! Now, thefe 
things are the refults of a marvellous power. 
Thefe are operations in the realm where Omnipo- 
tence does not work. Thefe are cafes where 
moral beings are brought into willing fubjeftion, 
where they are " made willing in the day of the 
Spirit's power." There was needed for this new 
work a new motive ; a motive of ftrength fo rare, 
and of charafter fo ftrange, that the Holy Ghoft 
might wield it as an inftrument in turning the 
hearts of finners to Himfelf. That motive we 
have in the Saviour's blood. And by prefling it 
home upon the carelefs and guilty foul, by com- 
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mencnng onto that foul the love of God as rfhown 
in die (bedding of this blood for Aimers, the 
Spirit of God overcomes the myflerions refinance 
of a moral being, makes the bhfphemer an apofHe 
and the periecutor a faint, takes the finner from the 
very highways of poUntion, and clothes mm as for 
a wedding-feaft ! Here there is more than patience, 
, which Kerns as if it could not be worn out. Here 
there is not only lore, which, as it welcomes each 
returning prodigal, and each pcniirat tranJgreflbr, 
each weeping Magdalene, and each fct lowin g 
Peter, manifefts that the lore of Calvary is burning 
now as brightly as it did in the days of Pflate. 
Patience and lore indeed are here, and we mall not 
be fikm concerning them ; we rahe our haHe- 
hnah for thefe too. Bat here abb is a Divine 
power, without which the conrerfion of a finner 
never coold take place; a power unwearied in its 
working, mighty to the poEmg down of theftrong- 
holds of fin, and m i ght* abb in bmldmg up the 
temple of the Lord. Well may there be joy in 
Heaven over one finner that l epe nteth . Morning- 
flare fang over cr e at ion; fcos of God now moot 
There were longs m Heaven when a 
fyftem of worlds came into being; there 
m Heaven, too, over the birth of a death- 
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lefs child of God. And if Heaven rejoices, (hall 
not earth ? Shall not the fuppliant, who fees in 
the Divine Spirit who goeth forth to fave the 
power which can do for him all that he afks, — 
which, holding the hearts of men, can turn them 
as the rivers of water, and fo can guard, and blefs, 
and feed His people, and fo accomplifh His own 
will in earth, and fo haften the blefled advent of 
Jefus, and fo glorify the Father's name for ever, — 
ftiall not the Chriftian rejoice, that, a(k what he 
may, the Spirit of God is able to do it, and meet 
with what evil he may, the Spirit is able to remove 
it, and, confront what oppofition he may, the 
Spirit is able to fubdue it ? "With what gladnefs 
ftiould his heart be filled at the thought of fuch 
things ! And how joyfully ftiould he fmg, « Thine 
is the power ! " 

IV. « Thine is the glory !" 

It feems to me that this is the crowning thought, 
the climax of the Lord's Prayer. It correfponds 
to St Paul's lofty faying to the Corinthians : " Then 
cometh the end, when Chrift ftiall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father, . . . that 
God maybe all in all." It is the Father whois Ipecially 
addrefled in this claufe ; and it is His glory that is 
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regarded 2d the end, die tendency, the meinxng 
of aJL 

The chief bails of the Qurifiuafs «m*ty<wp as 
he pr e fcats tins prayer is, thadt he is afldng nothing, 
fere what mofk tend to the gjory of God oar 
Father. Whether he be ofiering the firft portion 
of the Lord's Prayer, or the iecond ; whether his 
attention be directly fixed oa thofe things regarding 
God, or concerning 1m own need, he (till feels 
that the glory of God covers and embraces alL 
Love, Infinite Love, that is at once God's 
character and God's glory. It is not only the 
higheft attribute, but is, if we may fo f peak, the 
governing principle of the Divine nature. And 
love is prechely the principle which gpves to the 
Chriftian all he needs, yea, which outruns his de- 
fires and prayers, and does u exceeding abundantly 
above what he can afk or think. 9 How great the 
confolanon to the dejected believer, but aho how 
fublime the thought for him, or any man, that he 
cannot pray for any good thing whkh it will not 
glorify God to give ! Tea, brethren, there is but 
one thing which this fick and fad univerfe needs to 
revive and gladden it, to reftore and heal it, ever- 
e. It needs only univerfally to know and fee 
glory of God, that glory which is love. Alas ! 
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that all will not fee it ! Alas ! that fin, and the 
refults of fin, have made, and are making ftill, fo 
many blind ! Alas ! that many, who long, and 
long in vain, for every other element of happinefs 
(and yet truly there is none other !), fhould refufe 
to let their hearts open to receive this Divine love 
as their own ! Alas ! that this glory of God, 
which were it known, would feed every hungry 
one, and pardon every finner, and fuftain every 
feeble foul, and grant deliverance from every fnare; 
which would anfwer every prayer, and remove 
every forrow, and crown every longing fpirit with 
its mercy, is not known. But when the Chriftian 
knows it, he can reft all his petitions on this bafis ; 
he fees how they all tend to this refult, and how 
every blefling he receives is glory as it comes from 
God, and mercy as it reaches him. 

I have faid that this little claufe is the crown and 
bloflbm of the whole prayer before us, and of 
every true prayer. It is more than this. It is the 
great refult of creation, to manifeft that glory of 
God which is the bleflednefs of the creature ; a 
manifeftation clouded near the outfet of the world, 
but working clearer and clearer onwards to its 
clofe. It is the end of all hiftory, which, however 
broken and fragmentary, has yet, as its " one in- 
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creating purpofe," the fetting forth God's glory . 
It is the end of providence and of redemption, re- 
ducing fin and forrow as they proceed, gathering a 
greater and fKll greater number into the family of 
our Father, to receive His mercy, and fo to mani- 
feft His glory. Increafing bleflednefs to man is 
increafing glory to God, that, like an azure 
dome of light, bends over this hollow and reftlefs 
world. We are nearing its full brightnefs through 
leflening time. And now Faith, upon its knees, 
can fing in joyful expeftation, "Thine is the glory ! " 

V. This kingdom, this power, this glory, are 
" for ever." 

Eternity is a folemn word ; but there is no word 
in the language which conveys a dimmer or more 
myfterious thought. Eternity, no doubt, will have 
its hiftory ; but of it we know nothing, and we 
can gueis nbthing. It is not unchangeable; for 
that is the attribute of perfection alone. It is 
ceafelefs ; but that is only to fay that it is eternity ! 
This only we know, that a loving eternity muft be 
one of joy. 

In thefe words " for ever," we do not fo much 
aflert anything concerning man, as concerning God. 
We are accuftomed, when we {peak of the eternity 
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of Heaven, to view it as bearing upon the happi- 
nefs of the ranfomed who inhabit it $ and we de- 
light to expatiate and lofe ourfelves, in the thought 
of endlefs life and endlefs joy for all the people of 
Chrift. But we muft obferve, that the afpeft of 
eternity here celebrated is that which regards, not 
fo much man, as God. We look at the eternal 
kingdom, the eternal power, the eternal glory of 
the three-one Jehovah. 

And yet there is a fenfe in which all thefe may 
be laid to include and embrace the condition of 
man in Heaven. The eternal kingdom is God's ; 
but its fubje&s are ranfomed and rejoicing men. 
The eternal power is God's ; but it fhall be exer- 
cifed to uphold in purity thofe that fhall be re- 
deemed, as it is now employed to make them holy. 
The eternal glory is God's, and God's alone ; but 
that glory is at once the bleffing and the joy of 
man. Juft as always, fb here ; man has only to 
forget felf , to be remembered by his Father : man 
has only to remember God, and he can well afford 
to forget himfelf. 

The mediatorial kingdom fhall be eternal. It 
is no doubt true that its form fhall be changed. 
St Paul tells us that after judgment is over, and 
the fcene of probation finally done, " Chrift fhall 

N 
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deliver up the kingdom to His Father," and (hall 
inaugurate a new condition of the ranfomed, in 
which the Father fhall be all in all. A mediator 
fhall no longer be needed, when there is no more 
fin, no more variance, and no more need of recon- 
ciliation. But, this change accomplished, the king- 
dom of the faints fhall be ftill as complete, and as 
diftinft as ever. Thofe who were fubjefts of 
grace, and are now in exaltation fubje&s of glory, 
fhall be in charafter and in pofition entirely diftinft 
from all ranks in the angelic world. That diftinc- 
tion fhall be no lofs to the redeemed. It is their 
joy. It is alfb their glory. For in it confifts their 
clofer refemblance to Him who fhall ftill be w the 
man Chrift Jefus." The kingdom, then, fhall not 
be effaced, fhall not be wholly loft, among the 
other multitudes of the happy. It fhall be ftill 
plainly marked and eafily diftinguifhable, the family 
of man, " the ranfomed of the Lord,* thofe who 
u were dead and are alive again." The kingdom 
fhall be eternal. 

The power fhall be "for ever." In Heaven 

this alfb fhall no doubt be exerdfed in a different 

way from that in which it works on earth. Here, 

it is occupied chiefly with beginning and educating 

the new life ; there/it OrcaJX x«fc& oabj to fuftain it 
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in its perfedt ftate. Here, the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in us ; there, we fhall dwell in God. 
Here, His power has many obftacles to overcome, 
and many foes to vanquifh in our hearts 5 there, 
His work is, fo to fpeak, an eafy, as it is a glorious 
one. Here, it is fuflaining grace to lead us unto 
glory ; there, it is fuflaining grace to keep us fafe 
in glory. But it is needed there, as here; it is 
Eternal Power. 

The Glory (hall be "for ever." The work of 
love which has been done on earth, fhall not lofe 
anything of its greatnefs, either from the lofs of 
novelty, or from more minute infpe&ion. As of 
all God's workings, of this peculiarly it is true, 
that the more it is known, and the more it is in- 
veftigated, its marvels rife before the mind. The 
refults of that work, the ftate of bleflednefs in 
which the ranfomed fhall exift, fhall not fade with 
the lapfe of aeons. It fhall rather, no doubt, be a 
ftate of growth, becaufe it is a ftate of life. The 
glory of God Himfelf, from which all thefe refults 
fpring and ifTue forth, fhall not be fading. Love, 
true love, never wearies of its work. It is never 
fatisfied with what it has already done. Hardly 
more does Hope itfelf look to the future, than 
does Love, with the thought thai \!a& Ssstowt <fcss^ 
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only furnifh it with new opportunities for enrich- 
ing the objefts whom it leeks to blefs. As the 
being of Jehovah is eternal, fo is His character ; fo 
is His glory, a glory which His people ever fhare 
with Him ! 

VI. " Amen !" Thefe things are to be earneftly 
defired. The doxology is uttered, and ere it 
clofes, the anfwer is, Amen, fo be it ; fo it is. May 
thefe things be true ! May they foon come ! 

Who is it, then, that utters this Amen ? It is no 
doubt the people of Chrift here, the luppliant who 
has prayed on in faith and love through thefe peti- 
tions, till he utters this fong in the joy of faith. 
All Quiffs people, ftruggling with the mifts and 
corruption of a fallen nature, calling to God in 
trouble, Unrounding their communion tables, half 
in tears and half in joy, looking back to the 
forrows of their Redeemer's life on earth, anti- 
cipating His joyful advent, they hear good news 
ringing in their ears concerning " The kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory," which fhall be <c for 
ever ! " What wonder if they fing, « Amen !" 

But may not the fpirits of departed believers join 
in this concluding fong ? Behind them upon earth, 
and (till in duft, mouldering, infenlate, all but loft, 
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are the dear bodies to which they were wedded in 
former days, and the bodies alfo of thofe they 
loved on earth, and are ftill loving in Heaven. 
To God that " duft is dear ;" to them it is 
dear likewife. And not till " it," which has 
been fbwn a mortal body, in corruption, fhall be 
raifed incorruptible and immortal, — not till then 
(hall their glory be perfefted, or their joy com- 
plete. To contemplate the future is a large portion 
of their prefent joy ; to contemplate " the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory," which mail be 
" for ever." And when they hear brother Chris- 
tians, ftill mortal, ling this fong on earth, may they 
not add their own " Amen ?" 

And may we not conceive that angels alfo join 
this concluding fbng ? Spectators they, moft keen 
and interefted, of the doings of redemption upon 
earth ! Profound in their prefent adoration of the 
Saviour, but moft eager for the time when all His 
glory fhall bemanifefted, — whenHe, who was made 
a little lower than themfelves for the fuffering of 
death, fhall be crowned with glory and honour, 
what wonder if they refpond to the fong of earth ? 
And when we fing (as fhall we not, each one of 
us ?), " Thine is the power, and the kingdom, and 
the glory for ever!" may not faith hear voices 
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feint, but fweet, founding from afar, finging with 
us, Amen, and Amen ! 

So, brethren, may all our prayers end at laft; 
and when we have nothing more to afk, may our 
firft feeble halleluiah be joined by the fweeter 
drains of the holy feraph-band ! 

And let us not forget that He who is the Alpha 
is alfo the Omega; that He, whofe name and 
blood we difcovered in <c Our Father," is prefent 
alfo in our Amen. <c Him hath God the Father 
fealed." In Him every true prayer is Yea, and in 
Him, Amen ! 

" Come, brethren, let us go ! 

The evening clofeth round, 
'Tis perilous to linger here, 

On this wild defert ground. 
Come, towards eternity ! 

Prefs on from ftrength to ftrength, 

Nor dread your journey's toil and length, 
For good its end (hall be ! 

" Come, brethren, let us go ! 

Our Saviour is our guide, 
And when the way .grows dark and fteep 

He journeys at our fide. 
O world, thou art too fmall ! 

We feek another land, 

Whither Chrift guides his little band, 
Where God is all in all ! " 



